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PEDRA BRANCA: RESOLVING SOUTHEASTASIA,S MARITIME JIGSAW PUTI;LE
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ln 2008, the lnternational Court of Justice (tCJ) had awarded Pedra Branca, also known as Batu
Puteh, a rock located in the South China Sea to Singapore fian 2013). Middle Rocks, located 1

kilometer away from Pedra Branca were placed under Malaysian sovereignty (M. H. bin M. Rusli,
Mohamad, and Bautista 2014). The ICJ however, did not make any clear decision on South
Ledge {M. H. M. Rusli 2}18al. The world court rejected Singapore's contention that Pedra
Branca, Middle Rocks and South Ledge, collectively should be with Singapore. Recently, the
Malaysian govemment has decided to withdraw its application for revision on Pedra Branca (Ali
2018). What's next for Malaysia, Singapore and lndonesia in unraveling one of Southeast Asia's
most intricate maritime jigsaw puzzle?

PARALLEL 1 B

HISTORY & CONTEMPORARY PERSPECTIVE OF MALAYSIA AND INDONESIA AND ITS
RELA]ION

TRACING THE ANCIENT HISTORY OF THE NORTH COAST OF CENTRAL JAVA
THROUGH ARCHEOLOGICAL HERITAGE STUDIES FROM BATANG DISTRICT IN

CENTRAL JAVA

Ufi Saraswati
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Studies on the territory of the northern part of Central Java has not been widely revealed,
especially from the time of ancient Javanese. Studies in Central Java, during the ancient
Javanese, often only aimed at the center of the ancient Javanese power residing in rural areas,
namely the Ancient Mataram Kingdom wlrich ruled in the lX - X century AD. By archaeological
remains which are found in the North Shore region of Central Java, it can be presumed that the
North coastal area of CentralJaya is one of thq entrances where the ancient Mataram kingdom.
The first persoR who showed an interest in heritage in the northem r:egion of Java is Th. St.
Raffles, in his book History of Java in 1987. Raffles reported some archaeological remains in the
form of Jaladwara Pekalongan and Kendal in the form of memorial. Likewise, during the
subsequent study conducted by archaeologists in Batang and surrounding areas.
Archaeological remains found in the North Coast region, including from the tenitory of Batang
indicate an older age than the archaeological remains were found in remote areas during the
time of the ancient Mataram. The existence of arehaeological remains in an amount not less
than the North coast of Central Java can also be assumed that the people in the North Shore
area of Central Java at the time had a fairly prosperous life with a considerable population. Their
distributibn site with the remains of a statue, the ruins of temples and other relics dating from
centuries Vll-Vlll AD, then a search of ancient history on the North Coast of Central Java
through the study of archaeological remains from Batang, expected to be the subject of study for
the early history of Hindu Buddha in Central Java. Based on data from archaeological remains
of Batang, researchers are trying to uncover the existence of ancient history the north coast of
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either in tn"-"rp"cts or "f iio """p*l4mt:'Ji'f::l*.-,litf'fy':%it'*, fi
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