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Abstract
 

___________________________________________________________________ 

Education is aimed at improving the quality of human life, both individually 
and in society. Education is not separated from an institution where learning is 
a school. There is no denying the quality of service between public and private 
schools. However, the phenomenon is in contrast to current on-going program 
of the government to promote qualified and affordable education through 
public schools. This research aims to analyze background of primary school 
selection for parents as seen at a private school in Purwokerto. This research 
uses qualitative method with study case type. The research was conducted at a 
primary school in Purwokerto. The data sources were obtained from the 
students’ parents, teachers, and the principal.  Techniques of collecting data 
were observation, comprehensive interview, and document study. The validity 
test was done by source triangulation. The finding showed that parents 
considered two factors: theological and academic factors. The theological factor 
was based on religious consideration. Parents wanted their children to have 
strong religious foundation. The academic factors dealt with the human 
resource ability to achieve both academic and non-academic achievements for 
the students.  
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INTRODUCTION 

 

Education, as elaborated by Rule Number 
20 Year 2003, is a conscious and planned effort 
to realize learning situation and process for 
students actively by developing their potencies to 
have spiritual power, self-control, personality, 
intelligence, valuable characteristics, and needed 
skill by society, nation, and the country.  

Education is an important thing to 
prepare next generation. Education is seen as 
“human capital” investment because excellent 
education is a key to secure future and to 
achieve success (Aulia, 2018). 

Education has important role to improve 
human resource quality as determinant of long-
term success for children (Ansari, 2018). 
Qualified education is as effort to empower 
mind to foster better human (Goldhaber, 2016). 

Ansari (2018) states the importance of 
qualified primary education as determinant of 
long-term success of children. Education surely 
has important role in improving qualified 
human resource and is as learning process for 
individuals to reach higher knowledge and 
understanding (Fadjrin, 2017).  Education has 
important role in improving quality of human 
resource and is as meant to prepare qualified 
generation, started from their childhood until 
their mature period (Yulianti et al,  2018). 

It could not be ignored that there are 
discrepancies between public and private school 
services. Private school currently becomes 
favorite option as educational investment for 
children. Benson et al (2015) in their findings 
stated that in London, private schools were 
better than public schools. Parents preferred the 
schools by considering the offered quality from 
the schools. Based on Indonesia Educational 
Statistics in Brief, for recent 4 years, private 
school, especially in Central Java province, has 
rising numbers. It could be explained as in the 
table: 
 
 
 

Table 1. Statistic Data of School Numbers based 
on Their Statuses  

Year 
School Statuses 

Public % Private % Total 
2014/ 
2015 

18.114 94.62 1.030 5.38 19.144 

2015/ 
2016 

18.046 94.55 1.041 5.45 19.087 

2016/ 
2017 

17.977 94.42 1.063 5.58 19.040 

2017/ 
2018 

17.925 94.21 1.102 5.79 19.027 

 
The urgency of education is not merely as 

school responsibility but there is a need of role 
and support from family and society parties. It 
could not be ignored that the first and primary 
environment obtained by children is family. 
WIlliam Bennert (in Megawangi, 2003: 15) 
stated that in carrying out function to guide and 
counsel children, there are several influential 
factors, such as family, society, and school. 
Those factors become dominant when the 
interaction patter of children in the environment 
becomes something complex and interrelated. 

Marisyah et al.   (2019) revealed that Ki 
Hajar Dewantara’s educational concept teaches 
the importance of Three Education Centers 
which are intercorrelated in family, school and 
society. They influence into character and 
personality development of children.  Therefore, 
the role of parents in educating children 
becomes an important matter both in learning 
process and academic achievement perspectives, 
morality, cognition, and skills. Parents have 
right and obligation to determine school choices 
for their children. 2018). 

At present days, there is a latest trend of 
education. There are many phenomena of 
parents trusting education for their children 
future investments to Islamic base educational 
institutions, as for example “Integrated Islam 
School”, such as Integrated Islamic Primary 
School, Integrated Islamic Junior High School, 
and so forth which sometimes put high rate 
upon their educational services. However, the 
interesting thing is parents voluntarily pay the 
school fees and they seem so proud due to their 
capabilities to pay the fees. It surely puts them 
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into position into parental choice of education. 
However, the phenomenon is in contrast to 
current on-going program of the government to 
promote qualified and affordable education 
through public schools. The society should 
entrust their children educations to government 
who has authority and education financial 
budget. However, the reality shows there are 
many people believing more in private 
educational institution which its business 
orientation cannot be ignored. In this occasion, 
educational phenomenon promoted by private 
parties emerges anywhere.   

This research aims to analyze background 
of primary school selection for parents as seen at 
a private school in Purwokerto. This research is 
expected to enrich knowledge and valuable 
insight, especially for educational policy makers 
and practitioners.  
 
METHOD 

 
This research is qualitative research with 

study case approach. It is a qualitative study 
which discusses actual life, has contemporary 
limitation system (cases), or has various limited 
system (various cases) through detail and 
comprehensive data collection which cover all 
information sources or compound information 
sources (i.e, seeing, interviewing, audiovisual 
matter, and document as well as various 
reports), and reports the case description and 
theme of the case (Creswell, 2015: 135). 

This research was conducted at private 
Primary School in Banyumas Municipality. The 
subjects consisted of the student’s parents, 
teachers, and principal. To obtain the expected 
data, the data was collected through 
observation, comprehensive interview, and 
document study. The validity test was done by 
source triangulation. The analysis technique 
used Mile and Huberman analysis method 
model. According to Miles and Huberman (in 
Sugiyono, 2013: 338), generally the process of 
qualitative data processing consists of four 
activity flows orderly. They are data collection, 
reduction, presentation, and verification or 
conclusion. 
 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

 
Education is a foundation for children. 

Excellent education is school, society, and 
family responsibility. Family becomes main part  
in determining children educations. Family has 
right to provide appropriate education for 
children. To obtain appropriate education, there 
is a need of qualified and sufficient educational 
institution.  Parents have important roles to 
select school which is thought to be suitable for 
children.  

In 21st century, the interesting changes are 
about educational trend, especially Islamic 
education in Indonesia.  

It is due to the emergence of Integrated 
Islamic School found in most parts of this 
country (Suyanto, 2015). It was firstly built by 
Masjid Kampung ITB and UI  activists. The 
educational institution have been spread all over 
Indonesian regions (Suyatno, 2013). The fast 
growing school development shows that 
Integrated Islamic School becomes latest trend 
in Indonesian Islamic education. 
 
Theological Factor 

The reason of parents selecting school 
under theological category is based on religious 
consideration. The theological reason of parents 
to send their children at private primary schools 
in Purwokerto was dominant than other factors. 
Several things were stated by the parents in 
selecting primary school for their children, one 
of them they said that: 
“Seeking the excellent religious quality.  
Excellent religious background. Very important 
religious bases for me” (W/OT-SP/ 7 
November 2019). 

Similar statement was stated by the 
students’ parents. They thought that “I am an 
ordinary person and are not from a very 
religious family. Thus, the most important for 
my children is to understand the religion” 
(W/OT-MR 31 November 2019). A very strong 
statement was also stated by other students’ 
parents as seen in the interview. They stated that  
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“Balance education occurs between academic 
and religious educations. It is in line with the 
parents’ hopes to put their students schooling at 
Al Irsyad Primary School”  (W/OT-F/ 3 
November 2019). 

OT-SP argued that one of considerations 
to select their children school was the existence 
of qualified program of the school. The program 
embodied into exemplary class which was 
appropriate with educational hope for students. 
It is strengthened by KS as in his statement as 
follow,  
“....The second thing from Al-Qur’an program 
from parents is included into taking into account 
Al-Irsyad based on religious aspect. On the Al-
qur’an program, we have an Al-Qur’an 
exemplary class program” (W/KS/4 March, 
2019). 

Through the inteview with the principle, it 
was obtained one of qualified programs of the 
school. It was an advance program from 
kindergarten level into SHS level at Al-Irsyad. 
The principal stated that: 
“...Parents have thought where to take their 
students since they thought it was less beneficial 
only to memorize Al-Qur’an. Later, at primary 
school level, they would have 10 chapters, JHS 
would have 10 chapters, and SHS level also 
would have 10 chapters. Thus, frequently the 
students would take kindergarten until SHS 
programs. Thus, the output from primary school 
could be considered sustainable” (W/KS/4 
March, 2019). 

The existence of the sustainable program 
made parents know the goal and purpose of their 
children’s educations. Parents would consider 
the sustainable program since there was zoning 
system implemented by current government. 

Septhevian (2014) in his research stated 
that teacher quality, cost, and school 
environment made parents tended to select 
public school than private school. based on the 
interview, it was obtained that: 
“To empower the children’ foundations from 
religious, morality, characteristics, and academic 
aspects: (W/OT-RN/6 November, 2019). 

 

It is in line with parents’ statements telling 
that “children should know their religion from 
the basic matters. It is begun by the basic 
principle. The basic characteristics is excellent. 
The teaching method also prioritizes religion” 
(W/OT-SM/6 November, 2019), and MR’s 
parents also stated that, “... Within context of 
being aware in which the school has religious 
ecosystem, then the children will follow the 
situation and proceed to progress into children 
with valuable characteristics” (W/Ot-MR/31 
October, 2019). 

Based on the interview results of each 
informant, it was obtained three statements 
concerning to background of selecting their 
children’s school. They were quality of excellent 
religious education. Parents hoped to make their 
children to have better personalities. It was 
included into external factor coming from the 
students’ parents. It is supported by Ihwan 
(2016) stating that one of determinant of parents’ 
choice toward children’s education is motivation 
to make their children reaching achievements, 
being useful for both nations and religion, being 
useful for themselves, family, and society once 
they graduate, and having capability to master 
computer and language. 

Religious characteristic becomes an 
important matter based on the informants. 
Current fast growing development era triggers 
various anxieties for parents. Foundation of 
religious characteristics becomes an important 
matter. Character internalization becomes a 
required matter in present days. Ki Hajar 
Dewantoro (in Maudana, 2019) stated that 
education could not be seen only from 
knowledge transfer process but also from value 
transformation process. It could be said as 
process of humanizing.  

Goleman (in Feronika and Sitohang, 
2016) also stated that intellectual quotient only 
contributes 20% of an individual’s success. The 
remaining 80% is determined by other factors 
which come from self-management and other 
people (soft skill). Among those quotients, 
emotional quotient as skill to motivate an 
individual self, to overcome frustration, to 
control heart, to control mood, to have empathy, 
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and to cooperate.  The formation of students’ 
soft skill could be done through character 
education. 

Character education development could 
not be done instantly by giving suggestion, 
command, or instruction. However, it should be 
beyond those things. Character education needs 
exemplary or role model, patience, habituation, 
and repetition. Based on those things, character 
education process is educational process 
experienced by students as experience formation 
to foster personalities through personal 
experiences of certain values of life, religion, and 
moral (Kepennas, 2010).  Character cannot be 
inherited, purchased, or either exchanged. It 
should be fostered and developed consciously 
through lengthy process.  Character should be 
developed through stages, such as knowing, 
acting, and habitualizing. It means that 
character is not only limited on knowledge but it 
is far beyond. Therefore, three good character 
components are needed, such as moral knowing, 
moral feeling, and moral action. They are 
needed to make students understand, feel, and 
realize valuable values (Nasihuddin, 2016). 

Directorate of Primary and Middle 
Education (in Sutarmi et al, 2016 ) declare that 
school should make students to be characterized 
humans. It is an effort to habitualize them to 
have nationality and patriotism.   Character 
development at school is an effort to do 
synergically by all school members, such as 
principal, teacher, and employee (Kemendiknas, 
2010). 

Based on the facts, religous character was 
done regularly before the class was started. 
Children had to pray before learning and read 
Al-Qur’an for 15 minutes. Dhuha prayer or 
dhuha shalah together is obligated by the school. 
Memorizing the holy verses and daily prays are 
done regularly at school. Every Friday, there is 
Jum’at prayer or shalah at nearest mosque from 
the school. Daily charity is also done regularly. 
It could internalize religious character which 
was emphasized by the school. 

It is in line with Spthevian (2014) telling 
that influential factor of parents’ preferences to 
select either private or public schools are 

qualities of teachers, religions, school facilities, 
school environment, and school security. 
Benson et al.  (2015) in his research showed that 
parents would consider quality of children’s 
school as future determinant. 

Thus, it could be concluded that several 
parents hoped religious character internalization 
existence for their children’s educations. Freud 
(in Hasanah, 2017) stating that failures of good 
personality internalization at early childhood 
age would impact to troublesome personality in 
children's mature ages. Parenting success in 
solving personal conflict at early childhood age 
would determine the children’s success later.  
Challenges of current era development triggers 
concerns for parents, especially dealing with 
moral and character changes.  Therefore, parents 
prefer to provide foundation in the form of 
religious character for their children. 

Sustainable character internalization 
needs synergy done both by school and parents. 
Based on observation result, school giving 
similar teaching as it is at home is proven by the 
existence of mediatoin between parents and the 
home class teacher. It has purpose to monitor 
students both in term of memorizing the verses 
until shalah activities done by them. The 
purpose was to provide equal learning both at 
home and school.  

 
Academic Factor 

This factor is based on achievement and 
performance of educational institution which 
shows that the institution is managed 
professionally. Professionalism and performance 
of educational institution management have 
significant influences to quality of academic 
achievements. Educational institution which has 
high achievement becomes an option for society. 

This reason becomes important factor for 
parents in selecting primary school at a private 
primary school in Purwokerto. It realizes into 
school achievement, teacher’s quality, good 
learning process, and sufficient facilities in 
learning process.  

The obtained achievements might cover 
school - academic competition achievement, 
non-academic achievement, graduation 
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academic achievement, and no drop out 
students.  The achieved academic competition 
achievement by school might cover from local 
until international events. The principal stated 
that in 2018 the children could obtain golden, 
silver, and bronze medals in IMSO events in 
Singapore and TIMO in Thailand (W/KS/4 
March, 2019). Meanwhile, the non-academic 
competition achievement could be considered 
high (mostly obtaining district until international 
level championship). Then, the academic 
achievement graduation for recent five years 
always obtained first or second rank in national 
examination in regional level with 100% 
graduation percentage. The students were also 
accepted in various favorite JHS and Integrated 
Islamic Junior High School. 

Beside being supported  by the existence 
of the achieved achievement, it could not be 
ignored there was influence of qualified and 
reliable human resource. It was proven by the 
existence of teacher training to improve the 
educators. It was stated as follow: 
“There are so many training. We regularly do it 
every semester. For home class teacher, the class 
teacher, Islamic teacher, and employee training. 
It has become regular agenda for each semester 
of the school (W/GK-DK/6 November, 2019)” 

The qualified human resource is needed 
as supportive and sufficient facilities. Based on 
the observation result, it was found that class 
room was designed as comfortable as possible. 
There were several facilities, such as air 
conditioner and light - movable chairs and 
tables. The maximum numbers of the students 
are 30 plus two teachers. There were several 
computer laboratories and complete science 
laboratories. Supported by various - complete 
media, they supported facilities in learning 
process. 

It is in line with Haryono (2017) stating 
that school requires support from competent 
educational technology to support and facilitate 
the teachers and school staffs to learn and to be 
professional. 
 
 
 

CONCLUSION 

 
After conducting the research and 

analyzing the data, it could be concluded there 
were two factors of the parents’ reasons to select 
primary school for their children at one of 
primary schools in Purwokerto. The theological 
factor embodies into parents’ will to make their 
children briliant intellectually and spiritually.  
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