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ABSTRACT 

 

 

Laelawati, Alvi. (2019). The Realization of Interpersonal Meaning in the Speech 

“I Have a Dream” by Martin Luther King. Final Project. English 

Department, Faculty of Languages and Arts, State University of 

Semarang. Advisor: Widhiyanto, S. Pd., M. Pd., Ph. D. 

Keywords: communication, language, speech, interpersonal meaning, Martin 

Luther King Jr., descriptive qualitative research. 

 

 

This research investigated the interpersonal meaning realized in the transcription 

of the speech ‘I Have a Dream’ by Martin Luther King. This research aimed to 

describe the types of interpersonal meaning realized in the speech “I Have a 

Dream” by Martin Luther King, how the interpersonal meaning realized in the 

speech, and why the speaker used interpersonal meaning in the speech. The 

research design was descriptive qualitative. The main sources of the data in this 

research were the speech video and also the transcription of the speech ‘I Have a 

Dream’ by Martin Luther King. Then, the data was analyzed by using these 

following steps: first, reading the transcription of the speech; second, analyzing 

the transcription of the speech; third, underlining the clauses of the speech 

transcription which contain interpersonal meaning; fourth, analyzing the 

underlined clauses through the Mood and Modality system; fifth, finding out how 

those types of interpersonal meaning were realized in the speech; and the last was 

drawing a conclusion why the speaker used those types of interpersonal meaning 

in the speech. 

  The findings of the analysis showed that there are two types of 

interpersonal meaning realized in the speech ‘I Have a Dream’, those are Mood 

and Modality system. Mood system is realized in the form of Subject and Finite. 

Subject and Finite move around to establish the Mood Types. In Mr. King’ 

speech, Mood types are realized in the form of Declarative, Interrogative, and 

Imperative Mood. Meanwhile, Modality is realized in the form of modal verbs. 

Mood and Modality system are used by Mr. King in his speech in order to express 

his feelings, emotions, desire, attitudes, and judgments about the issue he brought 

forward. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter presents the background of the study, reasons for choosing the topic, 

research problems, objectives of the study, significance of the study, definition of 

term and outline of the study. 

1.1 Background of the Study 

Communication is the most important thing for human life. It becomes the key 

point to build a good relationship with others. People do communication with 

others in order to exchange about their feeling, convey messages, and also to 

fulfill their need. There are so many ways to do communication. It can be done 

not only directly face to face, but also indirectly using technologies such as E-

mail, WhatsApp, BBM, Telegram, Instagram, Facebook, and many others. 

Moreover, there are many media in which people may exchange their feeling and 

communicate each others; one of them is language (Griffee, 1995, p. 4). Language 

is used by people as a media to represent the mental phenomena or events. It is 

primarily used to communicate among people (Encyclopedia Americana, 1991, p. 

727). Moreover, the information, feeling, or messages can be expressed through 

poem, prose, drama, film, music, and also speech, nowadays. 

Speech is the expression of someone thoughts and feeling by articulate 

sound. In the democratic country as Indonesia, people prefer to exchange their 
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feeling using speech, especially for them who have a power and inspire other 

people as president or inspirational people. They can easily deliver the 

information by using speech, so that the society can easily get the point. Through 

the words of speech, the audiences are able to catch the meaning they are trying to 

convey.  

In communication, meaning becomes the commodity. There are three 

kinds of meaning based on the Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL) approach 

introduced by Halliday & Matthiessen; those are ideational meaning, interpersonal 

meaning, and textual meaning (Halliday & Matthiessen, 2014, p. 85). Moreover, 

the interpersonal meaning can be realized in the speech. One can be heard from an 

inspirational person; Martin Luther King, Jr. Mr. King was a social right activist 

and Baptist minister. He was the one who played an important role in American 

civil rights movements starting from the middle 195-s up to he was assassinated in 

1968. He fought for right equality for the Negro in America. The first step he did 

to end the racism was by becoming the Southern Christian Leadership 

Conference’s presidents. By using his power as the president of SCLC, he stood 

in the first line to erase the segregation in Albany, Georgia in 1962. Moreover, in 

1963 he brought about the issue of right inequality happened to the Negro by 

leading the Montgomery March on Washington. In that moment, Mr. King 

delivered his phenomenal speech “I Have a Dream.” His action was recorded and 

showed in television; so that it gave a trigger to the Americans. At the same time, 

it gave strength to the Negro from every side of America to be together hand in 

hand ring the freedom by taking part in Montgomery March. In doing his action, 
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Mr. King was supported by President Lyndon B. Johnson. He was sent to that 

action to prevent the chaos that may happen in during the March.  

However, Mr. King’s life stories did not end yet. In 1964, Mr. King was 

awarded the Nobel Peace Prize because of his effort to erase the race segregation 

with non-violence action. Then, in 1965, he drew the attention of the nation 

towards the violence that born from the racism and peaceful protest he did in 

Selma, Alabama. At the almost end of Mr. King’s life, he started to give a serious 

attention to the poverty and Vietnam wars. Nevertheless, he had cons with J. 

Edgar Hoover as his liberal ally after delivering the speech “Beyond Vietnam” in 

1967. Thus, Edgar labeled Mr. King as radical and thought that he had an 

interconnection with communist people. In order to find out the fact, the FBI 

agency took part to investigate this case, even they sent an anonym letter to Mr. 

King to end his life. It was not so long that on April 4, 1968 Mr. King was killed 

by James Earl Ray in Memphis, Tennessee. He was awarded “Presidential Medal 

of Freedom” and “Congressional Gold Medal”. Thus, it is remembered each year 

on his day, a U.S. federal holiday since 1971. In addition, hundred streets in 

America and also a county in Washington were named as King.  

As an influential public figure, Martin Luther King Jr. was born from 

loving parents whose name Martin Luther King Sr., a pastor, and Alberta William 

King, a former schoolteacher. He was born in Atlanta, Georgia, on January 15th, 

1929. He had an older sister named Christine and a younger brother named Alfred 

Daniel Williams. They live in Sweet Auburn neighborhood before moving to the 

most prominent and prosperous place in African Americans. Moreover, he had a 
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good educational background. Mr. King got the degree of Bachelor of Arts (in the 

field of Sociology) after graduated from Morehouse College in1948. Then, he 

continued his study into Seminari Teologi Crozer in Chester, Pennsylvania to get 

the Bachelor of Divinity degree. He finished his study in 1951. Before continuing 

his study to get the Ph. D. degree, Mr. King decided to marry a woman whose 

name was Coretta Scott. It was not so long after his marriage, he got his Ph. D. 

degree from Boston University in1955.  

By reading the background of Martin Luther King, Jr. above, it can be 

known that he was a very influential and also inspirational person who tried to 

change the way people see the world by delivering his phenomenal speech “I 

Have a Dream.” His speech was phenomenal because of the meanings which were 

contained in each sentence. One of the type of meaning which was eye catching 

from his speech is interpersonal meaning. In this case, the researcher will try to 

analyze the interpersonal meaning realized in Mr. King’s speech transcription. It 

is carried by based on Systemi Functional Linguistics (SFL) approach introduced 

by Halliday & Matthiessen. It interprets language as a system of meaning which is 

accompanied by the forms in which the meaning is realized (Halliday & 

Matthiessen, 2014, p. 85).  

Talking about meaning, interpersonal meaning is used by people to 

communicate their attitudes and judgments (Halliday, 1985). The way people 

express his feeling, his like or dislike, and so on can be known well by paying 

attention to the use of interpersonal meaning. It consists of two elements called 

Mood and Modality. Mood is divided into two elements, Subject and Finite. 



5 
 

 
 

Meanwhile, Modality stands for modal auxiliary. Mood and Modality can be 

realized in both spoken and written text, one of them is speech. 

 Based on that phenomenon, the researcher conducts a research on 

interpersonal meaning realized in the transcription of Mr. King’s speech, ‘I Have 

a Dream,’ entitled The Realization of Interpersonal Meaning in the Speech “I 

Have a Dream” by Martin Luther King (A Discourse Study on Systemic 

Functional Linguistics). 

1.2 Reasons for Choosing the Topic 

This study is going to investigate Martin Luther King Jr.’s speech under the title 

“I Have a Dream” in terms of interpersonal meanings which focus on Mood and 

Modality system based on the following reasons: 

 First, interpersonal meaning is very important and mostly used in our daily 

life communication. As the researcher stated in the background of the study, 

people communicate with each other in order to exchange their feeling and 

thought, convey messages, and also to fulfill their need. We do communication 

not only with people who have the same level with us, but sometimes also with 

people who have the higher or lower level from us. They way we talk to our 

friends is absolutely different from when we talk to our teacher, our parents, our 

manager, someone else who have the higher level from us. There will be a serious 

problem if we generalize them. Besides it can cause misunderstanding, it will 

show that we have no respect to our interlocutor. Therefore, we have to pay 

attention to who we are talking with, whether we have to use formal or informal 
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words, and also how to show our like or dislike; so that we can exchange our 

feelings, attitudes, and judgments to others in a proper way. All of those things 

can be known well and applied through learning the interpersonal meaning. That 

is why the researcher wants to conduct the research on interpersonal meaning 

from an inspirational person in this world. 

 Second, speech is a media of communication which is commonly used by 

people nowadays to exchange their feeling. In the democratic country as 

Indonesia, speech becomes the best choice for the president to deliver any 

information into the society. It can be concluded that by using speech the 

president is able to do communication with his society. In the process of 

communication, the president tries to deliver the meaning through the chosen 

words that he or she uses. Nevertheless, not all of the people can catch exactly the 

meaning behind the words which they hear. Therefore, it is necessary to learn how 

to understand the meaning behind every word that you hear properly. Absolutely, 

it can be studied through interpersonal meaning. That becomes the second reason 

why the researcher wants to identify the interpersonal meaning in Mr. King’s 

speech through the Mood and Modality system. 

 Last, the research on Mr. King’s speech, “I Have a Dream,” has been done 

by many researchers in the previous. However, none of them focused on 

interpersonal meaning. They only focused on rhetorical devices, variable of tenor, 

speech acts, pragmatic contents, sentence structure, and so on. That is why the 

researcher wants to conduct a study on Mr. King’s speech, “I Have a Dream,” 

which relates to the use of interpersonal meaning.  
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1.3 Research Problems 

By writing this study, the researcher would like to find out the answers of the 

following problems: 

(1) What are the types of interpersonal meaning realized in the speech “I Have 

a Dream”? 

(2) How does the interpersonal meaning realized in the speech “I Have a 

Dream”? 

(3) Why the speaker used those types of interpersonal meaning in the speech? 

1.4 Objectives of the Study 

There are several objectives that the researcher wants to achieve in conducting 

this research. They are stated as follows: 

(1) To describe the types of interpersonal meaning realized in the speech “I 

Have a Dream” by Martin Luther King. 

(2) To investigate how those types of interpersonal meaning realized in the 

speech. 

(3) To describe why the speaker used those types of interpersonal meaning in 

the speech. 

1.5 Significance of the Study 

This study hopefully can give benefit to the reader theoretically, practically, and 

pedagogically. Theoretically, it is expected that the findings of the study can 

provide the information to the public speakers that every speech contains 
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interpersonal meaning. Therefore, the transcription of the speech can be studied 

through the grammatical function. 

 Practically, it is expected that this study can be useful for readers who are 

interested in discourse or text analysis, and also can help them to learn more about 

it, especially in the field of Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL). Therefore, the 

research can be taken as a reference for further SFL approach. 

 Pedagogically, it is expected that this study can help the English Department 

students who want to be teachers in mastering functional grammar, so that they 

will be able to raise their EFL students’ awareness of the language used in order 

to realize the interpersonal meaning. 

1.6 Definitions of Key Terms 

In this research, the researcher will use the theory of M. A. K. Halliday of his 

fourth edition book “Halliday’s Introduction to Functional Grammar” which was 

published in 2014. Halliday & Matthiessen (2014, p. 85) stated that there are three 

kinds of meaning based on the Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL) approach; 

ideational meaning, interpersonal meaning, and textual meaning. Interpersonal 

meaning is a meaning used to express someone’s attitudes and judgments 

(Halliday, 1985). It consists of two elements; Mood and Modality. Mood is 

divided into two parts, Subject and Finite. Whereas, Modality stands for modal 

auxiliary. The researcher will analyze both Mood and Modality found in the 

speech delivered by Mr. King. 
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1.7  Outline of the Report 

To present the investigation about the study to the readers, the final project is 

divided into 5 chapters which contain different concerns. 

 Chapter I deals with the introduction which talk about background of the 

study, reasons for choosing the topic, research problems, purposes of the study, 

significance of the study, and outline of the study. 

 Chapter II presents the literature review relate used as the references in 

conducting the study. It is divided into three sections. The first section tells about 

the review of previous studies which help the researcher in conducting the 

research. It is used by the researcher as the references of the approach and 

methodologies used to conduct the research. The next section is theoretical 

background which discusses about the scope of Systemic Functional Linguistics, 

Interpersonal Meaning, Mood, Modality, Speech, and the transcription of Mr. 

King speech, ‘I Have a Dream’. And the last part is theoretical framework which 

shows the concepts used by the researcher to conduct the research. 

 Chapter III deals with the method of investigation which consists of the 

research approach, the object of the study, the role of the researcher, the procedure 

of collecting the data, the unit of analysis, the procedure of analyzing the data, and 

the presentation of the result. 

 Chapter IV presents the findings and discussion of the findings supported by 

the analysis. 
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 Chapter V deals with the conclusion of the study and also some suggestions 

in relation to the result of the study. 
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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

 

This chapter presents the literature review used as the references to conduct the 

research on interpersonal meaning. It consists of three sections. The first section is 

review of the previous studies which help the researcher in conducting the 

research by looking at the approach and methodologies used by the previous 

researchers. The next section is theoretical background which discusses about the 

scope of Systemic Functional Linguistics, Interpersonal Meaning, Mood, 

Modality, Speech, and the transcription of Mr. King’s speech, ‘I Have a Dream’. 

The last section is theoretical framework which shows the concepts used by the 

researcher to conduct this research. Moreover, a better understanding towards the 

topic which is being studied can be gained by learning the previous studies below. 

2.1 Review of Previous Studies 

The research on Martin Luther King (Jr)’s speech was conducted by some 

researchers. A previous study was done by Hidayah (2018). She conducted a 

research the ideology analysis used in Martin Luther King Jr.’s speech. The aim 

of her research was to analyze the Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) on the 

speech. It involved the structure of the text and the ideology which is represented 

in the three speeches. The result pointed out that the main issue or what we can 
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call as macrostructure of those three speech texts were the injustice done by the 

power which is considered class as a kind of oppression. 

The second was done by Josiah (2015). He conducted a research on 

pragmatic analyses of Martin Luther King (Jr)’s speech: “I Have a Dream.” The 

purposes of this research were to describe the pragmatic contents and the 

structures of the sentences of the speech by using the theory of speech acts; to 

investigate the way speaker used the speech as the medium to advocate the 

equality and address the racism; and to describe the socio-economic and political 

ideology of the speech. The research was quantitative since all the data collection 

included some calculations and enumerations. The technique of collecting the data 

was survey. The result of the research showed that in order to convey the message 

clearly to his audiences, the speaker used five stages of the illocutionary acts and 

also five structural sentence types. In addition, he used simple sentence 

frequently. It stands for 43%. Thus, it can be concluded that this research showed 

how effective the speaker used the words relate to the context of situation to 

influence the audiences towards the solution brought to solve the problem. 

The third was research which was conducted by Zheng (2014). She 

conducted a research entitled ‘A Stylistic Analysis on “I Have A Dream”.’ The 

objective of her research was to describe the stylistic analysis realized on Mr. 

King’s speech. The results showed that (1) the speech used skillful words in 

lexicology, semantics, syntax and phonetics, so that it became more interesting 

and beautiful; and (2) Mr. King achieved his objective to persuade and call the 
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American people for fighting the unequal rights through the use of the stylistic 

means. 

The fourth was research conducted by Rohaniyah (2013). It analyses the 

stylistical approach used in Mr. King’s speech, ‘I Have a Dream’. This research 

aimed to find out the figurative language and the rhetorical devices in the speech. 

The result of the research showed that Mr. King used several particular styles in 

his speech; (1) he repeats the beginning of the sentences to emphasizes the 

phrases, (2) he repeats the key ‘theme’ words in his speech, (3) he used the 

appropriate quotations, (4) he presents some specific examples to make clear his 

arguments, (5) he used the metaphors to highlight his point of view, (6) he used 

simile to make an explicit comparison, and (7) he used metonymy to show the 

association with. 

The fifth research on Mr. King’s phenomenal speech was done by Sipra 

(2013). He conducted a research on Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) realized in 

Mr. King’s speech by applying the Socio-Political Perspective. His research 

aimed to find out the Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) on the speech involved 

social, cultural, and political inequalities in the light of text and framework. The 

result pointed out that certain textual and stylistic devices have been used very 

frequently in order to achieve some specific purpose. 

The sixth was research conducted by Nuraini (2011). She conducted a 

research on the Generic Structure applied in Mr. King’s speech. The objective of 

her research was to conduct the systemic functional analysis including 



14 
 

 
 

lexicogrammatical patterns, semantic components, situational dimensions, and 

context of culture. She conducted her research by using descriptive qualitative 

method. The results of her research showed that those five selected excerpts share 

the same tenor: the unequal (hierarchic) power of Mr. King to the civil rights 

supporters; each field and mode of the text is different, and context of culture is 

reflected in the analysis.  

The next was research done by Sholeh (2009). He conducted a research 

which focused on the Speech Acts found in Mr. King’s speech. The research 

aimed to find out the speech acts which involved the representatives, directives, 

commisives, expressive, and declarations. In collecting the data, he used 

descriptive qualitative method. The results of his research showed that 

representative became the most existed in the speech, the second was directive, 

the third was declarative, the next was commisive, and expressive was in the last 

position. 

The last was done by Lirola (2008). Her study investigated the rhetorical 

devices and the variable of tenor realized in Mr. King’s speech. The aims of this 

study were to describe the way the speech realizes meaning with different 

linguistic resources; and to highlight the language used in the speech. In collecting 

the data, she used qualitative method. The result of her study showed that 

language and meaning create a close relationship. In this case, the different 

rhetorical device is not chosen randomly, yet it contributes to how meaning is 

expressed in the speech by the speaker. The rhetorical devices used by Mr. King 

as the speaker in his speech are functioned to highlight the certain part of 
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information, to emphasize his feelings in delivering the speech, and to present an 

expressive discourse. 

Those previous studies above are related to the current study in terms of 

the object of the study. They analyzed the speech of the inspirational person, 

Martin Luther King Jr. under the title “I Have a Dream.” However, those previous 

studies had different focuses from the current study. The previous studies focus on 

(1) Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) including text structure and ideology; (2) 

pragmatic contents and sentence structures; (3) stylistic analysis; (4) figurative 

language and rhetorical devices; (5) social, cultural, and political inequalities of 

Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) in the light of text and framework; (6) 

Systemic Functional Linguistics involved lexicogrammar patterns, semantic 

components, situational dimensions, and cultural context; (7) speech acts involved 

the representatives, directives, commisives, expressives, and declarations; and (8) 

the linguistic resources and the potential language of the speech. Meanwhile, the 

current study focuses on the interpersonal meaning, more specifically on “Mood 

and Modality.”  By conducting the research on the speech “I Have a Dream” with 

the different focus and basic analysis, it gives the information to the researcher 

that there is still a part of the speech which can be studied, analyzed, and realized. 

That part is interpersonal meaning. As we know, interpersonal meaning is very 

important for our daily life communication in order to express our feelings, 

attitudes, and judgments to others while considering which kind of people we are 

talking with, the degree of informality or formality, and the degree of like or 

dislike; so it will reduce the miscommunication between the speaker and the 
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interlocutor. Moreover, the speech “I Have a Dream” is an inspirational and 

emotional speech which gives the huge influence to the world. Automatically, 

those become the strong reasons why the researcher have to conduct the 

interpersonal meaning in the speech “I Have a Dream” by Martin Luther King Jr. 

In addition, the research on interpersonal meaning was conducted by many 

researchers. A previous study was done by Amalia et al. (2018). They conducted a 

research on Mood and Modality system realized in Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono’s 

speech. The purpose of their research was to realize the Mood and Modality found 

in Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono’s speech. The results showed that (1) there were 2 

mood types in interpersonal meaning of SBY’s speech: indicative and imperative; 

(2) the dominant mood found in the speech was indicative, in the form of 

declarative clause (97 clauses, 95% of the whole clauses); (3) the dominant use of 

modality was ‘can’; (4) total median degree of modality existed in the speech was 

40.6%; and (5) the different mood and modality affected the value of the speech 

to the audiences.  

The second was conducted by Chen & Shuo (2018). They conducted a 

research focused on Intepersonal Function realized in Obama’s WHCD Address. 

The research aimed to find out the modal, modality, and personal system which 

were realized in Obama’s WHCD address. The results pointed out that (1) mood 

system, modal system, and personal system were all used in Obama’s White 

House Correspondents’ Dinner speech; (2) declarative sentence was the most 

frequently used in the speech; (3) imperative and interrogative sentences were 

used less; (4) in terms of modality, the speech used median values most 
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frequently, followed by the low and high value; and (5) in terms of the personal 

system, the use of the first person pronouns dominated, followed by the third and 

the second person.  

The third was done by Firmansah (2015). His research was about the 

analysis of interpersonal meaning in Netanyahu’s speech. The purposes of his 

research were to describe the mood structure realized in Netanyahu’s speech of 

Iran and Palestine; and to describe the extensibility of the difference in field 

determines the interpersonal metafunction of the speaker. The research design of 

the study was qualitative research. The primary data of his study was taken from 

the selected speech transcription in two occasion, they are Netanyahu’s speech of 

Iranand Netanyahu’s speech of Palestine. Then, the data of the study collected 

from the document of transcribed speech of Benjamin Netanyahu. The result of 

the research showed that the interpersonal meanings found in Netanyahu’ speech 

are realized in the form of Subject and Finite, Modality, and Mood Adjunct. In 

addition, the differences field influenced the interpersonal meaning used by the 

speaker by comparing the Subject and Finite. 

A similar research was done by Feng & Liu (2010). They conducted a 

research about the analysis of interpersonal meaning in Obama’s speech. The 

purpose of this research was to investigate how interpersonal meaning realized in 

the speech by applying the Functional Grammar perspective. It focused on Mood, 

Modality, pronoun system, and also tense shift. In the process of collecting the 

data, they applied qualitative method. The technique used was observation. The 

research result showed that Obama functions the language in his speech to achieve 
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his political purpose. He realized the interpersonal meaning in the speech by using 

different devices.  

Those previous studies are related to the current study in terms of the 

objects of the study. Those studies analyzed the spoken texts in the form of 

speeches which focus on the Mood and Modality. By realizing those two aspects 

of interpersonal meaning in the two different speeches, it will help the researcher 

in the process of conducting the interpersonal meaning from a speech. It will give 

the researcher something like a guidance to do her research. 

The next was done by Susanto & Watik (2017). They conducted a research 

on interpersonal meaning found in the lyrics of Christina Perri’s Album 

‘Lovestrong’ and how it contributes the teaching of a Modern English Grammar. 

In conducting the research, the researchers applied descriptive qualitative method. 

The aim of the research was to investigate the interpersonal meaning realized in 

the lyrics of Christina Perri’s album ‘Lovestrong’. The research results showed 

pointed out that (1) the interpersonal meaning found in the lyrics through the use 

of interpersonal meaning elements, (2) declarative was the most dominant mood 

types found in the lyrics, (3) giving information was the most frequent speech role 

found in the lyrics, (4) the modal finite and mood adjunct realized the used of 

modality in the lyrics, (5) the singer wanted to deliver information through the 

lyrics of the song by using the mood types and speech roles.  

A similar research was done by Marhamah (2014). Her study was about 

the analysis of interpersonal meaning found in Muse song lyrics in ‘Black Holes 
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and Revelations’ album. The purposes of her study were to describe the types of 

interpersonal meaning found in the lyrics, to describe Mood types found in the 

lyrics, and also to describe Modality found in the lyrics. The research design was 

descriptive qualitative. The data of the study were collected by doing indirect 

observation using CD, DVD player, and internet. The research results showed that 

there were three songs of the album contain Mood and Residue. It indicates that 

the elements of interpersonal meaning can be realized through the wordings of the 

clause. In conclusion, interpersonal meaning can be found in the song’s lyrics.  

 Those previous studies are related to the current study in terms of the basic 

analyses. They focus on the interpersonal meaning which is realized through the 

Mood and Modality. However, the objects of the studies are different. They 

analyzed the spoken texts in the form of song lyrics while the current study will 

analyze the speech. Although they have different object of the study, it gives some 

information to the researcher how to conduct interpersonal meaning, especially 

Mood and Modality aspect. 

 Then, there were researches which focused on the realization of 

interpersonal meaning found in the conversation. Those researches are in line with 

the current study in terms of the basic analysis. Both the previous and current 

study analyzed the interpersonal meaning. Moreover, both of them use spoken 

texts as the objects of the study. Nonetheless, they use different form of the 

spoken text. While the previous studies used conversation as the object of the 

study, the current study uses speech as object. As we know, conversation belongs 

to the dialogue which can be done by 2 people minimally. Meanwhile, speech 
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belongs to the monologue which is done by 1 person. Below are the previous 

studies focused on the interpersonal meanings which were realized in 

conversation. 

The first was done by Sitorus et al. (2019). They conducted a research 

entitled ‘Interpersonal Metaphor of Mood in the Conversations of Bible’. Their 

research aimed to realize the grammatical metaphor of mood found in the 

conversation between God and Moses at Horeb the Mountain of God in the Bible. 

In conducting the research, the researchers applied the qualitative descriptive 

approach. The results of their research pointed out that the realization of 

grammatical metaphor of mood was realized in different types of mood. There 

were 2 acknowledge statements realized in declarative, 3 commands realized in 

declarative, 3 commands realized in interrogative, 3 responds of commands 

realized in imperative, and 1 respond to question realized in imperative.  

And another one was done by Hartati (2015). She conducted a research 

focused on interpersonal meaning negotiation realized in the conversation. The 

objectives of her research were to describe the interpersonal negotiation in terms 

of the choice of Mood, Modality, and speech roles found in the conversation. The 

results of the research pointed out that (1) there were only 3 pairs from 10 

students who were able to realize the interpersonal negotiation through 

conversation, (2) most of the students chose declarative Mood types (56.6%) 

which indicated that they wanted to deliver information, (3) the most frequent 

used of Modality was probability (41.2%), and (4) the most used of Modality was 
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the high and medium degree which meant that the students tried to express the 

idea based on the situation given. 

Moreover, there were previous studies which focused on the interpersonal 

meaning which realized in movie’s subtitles. Those previous studies had a relation 

with the current study in term of the basic analysis. Both of them analyze the 

interpersonal meaning. However, they use different object of the study. The 

previous studies used written text in the form of movie’s subtitles as the objects of 

their studies. Whereas, the current study use spoken text in the form of speech as 

the object of the study. Below are the previous studies which focused on the 

interpersonal meaning realized in the movie’s subtitles. 

The first was research which was done by Mughibbah (2016) which 

focused on the interpersonal meaning realized in ‘Freedom Writers’ Movie 

Subtitles. The objective of the research was to describe the tenor and mood 

realized in ‘Freedom Writers’ movie subtitles. The results pointed out that (1) 

there were 50% of the clauses represented the highest tenor, and (2) the Mood 

system was realized through the used of Subject, Finite, Mood Adjunct, Predicate, 

Complement, and Adjunct. 

Another one was research done by Nurhidayah (2013) focused on the 

analysis of modalization and modultaion expressions found in English-Bahasa 

Indonesia Confession of a Shopaholic Movie Texts.. The purpose of her research 

was to find out the modalization and also the modulation expressions found in the 

English and the Bahasa Indonesia confession of Shopaholic movie texts. The 
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results showed that the modulation expressions were greater than the modalization 

one, both in English and Bahasa movie texts. In terms modulation, the most 

dominant one was obligation which represented the way the characters in movie 

gave orders, advices, and also suggestions.  

In addition, the previous studies which focused on the interpersonal 

meaning also could be realized in the writing texts. Those previous studies had a 

relation with the current study in term of the basic analysis. Both of them analyze 

the interpersonal meaning. However, they use different object of the study. The 

previous studies used written text in the form of English posts, students’ research 

papers, Public Service Advertising (PSAs) texts, newsletters, short story, and 

articles as the objects of their studies. Whereas, the current study use spoken text 

in the form of speech as the object of the study. Below are the previous studies 

which focused on the interpersonal meaning realized in the writing texts. 

The first was done by Nasriti et al. (2019). The focus of their research was 

to find out the interpersonal meaning involved mood type which was realized in 

English posts which were published by Achenese bloggers on social media-based 

blog. The results of their research showed that (1) the most dominant mood type 

found in those English posts was declarative which represented the giving 

information; (2) there was only a small number of demanding information; and (3) 

there was no giving or demanding goods and services. 

The second was done by Wardani et al. (2019). They conducted a study on 

interpersonal, ideational, and textual meaning realized in graduate students’’ 
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research paper. The aim of their study was to describe the interpersonal, 

ideational, and textual meaning related to the Mood, Transitivity, and Theme; 

which were realized in graduate students’ research paper. In addition, the 

researchers applied descriptive qualitative method in conducting the research. The 

results of the research showed that (1) in terms of interpersonal meaning, the 

research papers were carrying the speech roles as giving information, so that the 

students took role as the information giver in the third person of view; (2) in terms 

of ideational meaning, the students presented their experience in state of being 

and doing through relational process and material process with help of other 

process types, participant roles, and circumstances to support their presenting; and 

(3) in terms of textual meaning, through the use of theme structure by giving high 

concern on the subject of the clause as the main delivered message point.  

The third was done by Huiqun Yu (2017). He conducted a research 

focused on Mood and Modality system found in English Public Service 

Advertising texts. The objective of the research was to realize the mood and 

modality found in PSA’s texts. The results showed that the advertisers tended to 

influence the readers’ attitude and behavior through controlling modality. 

The fourth was done by Yuliana & Imperiani (2017) which entitled ‘The 

Realization of Interpersonal Meaning in Course Newsletter: A Systemic 

Functional Linguistic Perspective. The purpose of their research was to find out 

the interpersonal meaning realized on the newsletters offering online courses by 

General and Islamic Educational Institutions. The results showed that (1) there 

were similarities and differences in the realization of interpersonal meanings in 
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the two of newsletters; (2) both institutions mostly used declaratives realizing the 

speech function of statement; (3) following this was imperative that was 

frequently employed to make offer, and in fewer frequency it was command; (4) 

modalities and modulation were only used sparingly by both institutions; (5) the 

dominant use of declaratives suggest that most of the writers of these newsletters 

provided information without creating an imagined dialogue with their readers; 

(6) the relatively high use of offer; and (7) the small number of modality used in 

the newsletter demonstrated that the text procedures preferred to present their 

propositions and proposals fact.  

The next was done by Setyowati (2016). She conducted a study on 

interpersonal meaning analysis realized in Hans Christian Andersen’s short story 

entitled ‘The Real Princess’. The purposes of her study were to describe the 

interpersonal meaning and the speech function realized in Andersen’s short story. 

The results showed that (1) the most dominant mood type used by the author was 

declarative which stood for 98%; (2) the author made use of temporal deicticit 

since he used most finite tense as much 93% and only used 7% of modality; (3) 

the most frequent used of personal pronoun in the story was third personal 

pronoun as much 83%; (4) the author only made use of two kinds of speech 

function; statement and question; and (5) the most dominant speech function 

existed in the story was statement which showed that the author wanted to deliver 

some information. 

And the last was done by da Silva (2015). He conducted a research dealt 

with the Mood and Modality system realized in audiovisual research articles. The 
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purpose of his research was to describe the Mood and Modality system realized in 

audiovisual research articles. The results showed that the most dominant Mood 

type used in articles was Imperative in terms of demanding good and services. 

2.2 Theoretical Background of the Study 

Theoretical background presents the theories closely related to the topic of the 

study which are used as the basis for conducting the study. Below are some of the 

related theories. 

2.2.1 Discourse Analysis and Text Analysis 

As socialized creatures, people can never be separated with the word 

“communication.” Communication is the most essential thing for them. They do 

communication which each other both directly and indirectly in order to fulfill 

their need. Direct communication can be done through speaking activity, while 

the indirect one is done through writing activity. Every time when they do 

speaking or writing activity, they use language as a medium. By using language, 

people can exchange the meaning with each other. “Language is a resource for 

making meaning (Halliday & Matthiessen, 2014, p. 3).” Moreover, the study of 

language can be presented in discourse analysis. “Discourse is a unit of language 

larger than a sentence and which is firmly rooted in a specific context (Halliday, 

1994, p. 41).” 

 Another definition of discourse is stated by Chilton (2004, p. 16), “discourse 

is the use of language.” It is clear that discourse cannot be separated from 
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language. The use of language can be learned through doing the discourse 

analysis. On the other words, discourse and language are one unity. 

 Cook (1992) defined discourse as “the use of language for communication.” 

Actually, his theory is similar with Chilton’s theory. Both of them discussed about 

the same thing that is discourse always relates to the language used. As I stated 

before, people used language in order to communicate with each other. 

Communication is the most important thing that gives the biggest influences for 

people’s life. It gives them the choices whether they will go through their 

adventure in life smoothly or even not. Thus, by using language for the sake of 

communication, it shows that discourse plays an important role in people life. 

 Moreover, discourse has a strong connection with texts. “The term ‘text’ 

refers to any instance of language, in any medium, that makes sense to someone 

who knows the language; we can characterize text as language functioning in 

context (cf. Halliday & Hasan, 1976: Ch. 1; Halliday, 2010).” Based on this 

statement, it is obvious that text, both spoken and written, is a medium for people 

to do communication by using language. The ways they do communication using 

language in the text is what we can call it as discourse. In this case, text is 

surrounding and defining the discourse. Nunan (1993, p. 6) stated that a text is the 

part of discourse which has more than one sentence. Each sentence of the text 

combines each other in order to create a meaningful text as a part of discourse. 

Thus, text and discourse are two elements which cannot be separated. 
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 Since the terms discourse and text are interconnected, it creates a social and 

cultural setting of language use. It helps people in understanding the particular 

language choices. Stubbs (1983, p. 10) stated that the analysis of discourse refers 

to the study of language used which has the higher level from sentence, and also 

to the study of language occurs in a sentence naturally. On the other words, 

discourse relates to the use of texts to gain both the meaningful spoken and 

written messages. Thus, text is the part of discourse which plays an important 

role. In the spoken text, discourse has to deal with the utterances; while in the 

written form it deals with the choosing, ordering, and arranging the words. The 

process of choosing, ordering, and arranging the words and also utterances to 

make them into sentences which are meaningful that is what we called as text-

forming. As Nunan (1993, p. 6) stated, “to produce a piece of discourse, many 

sentences need to be combined meaningfully.” In conclusion, discourse analysis 

deals with the activities of communication. The communication activities can be 

done both through spoken and written form. In order to make the communication 

go smoothly, it needs texts which are meaningful as the medium. In this case, the 

use of language is needed to make the texts meaningful. This study analyzed the 

discourse and the text with the use of language. 

2.2.2 Systemic Functional Linguistics 

Discourse analysis cannot be separated from the functions of language, the 

structures of texts, and also the relationship between text and context. As 

Jacobson in Schiffrin (2014, p. 205) stated that language as the tool of 

communication performs some functions. The function of language itself is for 
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making meaning. However, in the process of making meaning, we have to pay 

attention to the grammar aspect. In order to create meaning correctly, the text that 

we used as the medium of communication should follow the grammar rules. The 

approach which studies about grammar is known as Functional Grammar. It sees 

the language as a unity of meanings which are represented in both spoken and 

written texts. (Halliday: 1994).  

 Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL) which is also known as Systemic 

Functional Grammar is an approach developed by M.A.K. Halliday in 1960’s. It 

focuses on the study of language as a resource to create, explore, and understand 

meanings in discourse. (M.A.K. Halliday, 1994). 

2.2.3 Text and Context 

Communication is the most important thing that people constantly do in their 

whole life. In order to socialize with others, people use language as the tool of 

communication, whether it is spoken or written. Almost all activities that people 

do in their everyday social life involve language to make them run well. As 

Eggins (2004, p. 1) stated that we use language in everyday life to talk with 

everybody, to organize our jobs, to read any kind of books, to write any stories, 

and also to speak out our feelings.  It shows that the use of language is very 

needed to make the communication run smoothly. When we use language to 

communicate with others, we exchange meaning and construct a text.  
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2.2.3.1 Definition of Text 

According to Halliday & Matthiessen (2014, p. 3), a text is unity of any kind of 

language in both spoken and written which is able to make others understand the 

language. On the other words, text can be defined as a meaningful unit which can 

be in a spoken and written form. Moreover, we can characterize text as language 

functioning in context (Halliday & Matthiessen, 2014, p. 3). Therefore, text and 

context are interconnected.  

 The process of making meaning in context is called as text (Halliday & 

Matthiessen, 2014, p. 3). In this case, a text will create an effective 

communication if the interactants understand the meaning behind that text. This in 

line with the statement of Butt (1996, p. 11), he defined text as a harmonious 

collection of meanings which is suitable with its context. As a collection of 

meanings; text is divided into two, texture and structure. While texture refers to 

how the meanings in text coherence with each other, structure relates to how the 

text makes use of the structural elements based on the purpose and context of the 

text. However, in this study the researcher only put her focus on the texture. 

 According to Halliday in Eggins (2004, p. 24), the texture consists of two 

components, those are coherence and cohesion. Coherence tells about the 

relationship of the text and its extra-textual context. Whereas, cohesion relates to 

how each element of the text bind together form a unified text. The interaction of 

coherence and cohesion result in a piece of meaningful language within a 

situational and cultural context. Cohesion contributes the creation of coherence in 
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the explicit textual aspects, such as grammatical and lexical elements, while 

coherence determines the text to be understood as a whole. Therefore, those two 

components cannot be fully separated from each other although they can be an 

independent component. They have to work together as a unity in order to create a 

meaningful text. 

 In conclusion, a text is much more than something that we generally think 

of. Physically, it is made up of grammatical unit such as clauses, phrases, or even 

words. Even those units are collected in a sequence, still the text is much more 

than that. Those units must be tied by the patterns of cohesion in order to make 

them become a text which involves the relationship with its context. 

2.2.3.2 Definition of Context 

Certain text always interconnected to certain context because context can be found 

in the text. According to Eggins (1997, p. 7), he stated that the ability to infer 

context from a text is a step closer to show that language and context are 

interconnected each other. It means that language and context contributes each 

other, so that they can be identified. In this case, a context of a text can be 

identified by paying attention to the language which is applied in it. On the other 

words, the language that might be used to construct the text can be predicted by 

knowing the context of that text. It can be concluded that context plays an 

essential role in constructing the text. In sort, language and context is very 

necessary if we need to understand the text. 
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2.2.3.2.1 Context of Culture (Genre) 

Basically, all meanings are situated in a context of culture and context of 

situation. According to Droga & Humphrey (2003, p. 2), he believed that context 

of culture refers to both cultural practices of different ethnic groups, and also 

institutionalized practices of a group such as schools, supporting associations, or 

internet chat groups. It represents the attitudes, values, and also shared 

experiences of the people living in a particular culture (Paltridge, 2000, p. 121). In 

this case, the context of culture tells us how to choice the language in order to 

make meaning. Moreover, particular cultures tell us what kind of text which is 

produced. It is well known as a genre. Genre itself tells a lot about how the 

speaker engages the member of a particular culture in a purposeful activity 

(Martin as cited by Eggins, 2004, p. 55). 

 According to Halliday & Malinowski in Paltridge (2000, p. 105), they stated 

that both context of situation and culture are important to interpret the meaning of 

a text fully. The meaning of which needs to be interpreted is not only from the 

literal meanings of the words, but also all the complex of the context of culture 

and situation of the occurence (Bloor & Bloor, 2004, p. 245). In this case, the 

language user is positioned in a particular way by the language of the text, so that 

it can exactly react to what is being spoken or written about. In accordance with 

the statement of the experts, it can be said that genre is the specific of a culture 

which has particular purposes, stages, and linguistic features which are 

interconnected each other. By applying the concept of genre or context of culture, 
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the systemic functional approach is able to acquaint the purpose of the language 

used by people in which it is appropriate with their culture. 

2.2.3.2.2 Context of Situation (Register) 

This kind of context is realized in the text. According to Halliday & Matthiessen 

(2014, p. 33), context of situation is characterized in terms of field, tenor, and 

mode. They explained those terms as follow: 

(1) Field refers to what is happening in the situation.  

(2) Tenor refers to who are the participants taking part in the situation.  

(3) Mode refers to what kind of role being played by the participants in the 

situation.  

Moreover, according to Butt (1996, p. 12), the correlation between those 

terms in establishing the context and the text is illustrated below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2.1 Relation of the text to the context (Butt, 1996, p. 12) 
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Those three terms (field, tenor, and mode) work together in order to help 

people in characterizing the situational context in the specific way. Therefore, it is 

useful to recreate the part of the language being used which is called as register. 

The registers written in the figure above refers to the certain lexical and 

grammatical choices which are created by the speaker in a certain situation. The 

register itself is characterized by difference language choices in accordance with 

different kind of situation (Halliday, 1964, p. 87). In sort, language and context of 

situation build a close relationship. 

Those terms of situational context are useful to predict the language use 

and patterns. Then, the language pattern is useful to predict the context itself. In 

order to analyze those terms, Halliday & Hasan offered a concept which is called 

as Contextual Configuration (CC). A Contextual Configuration (CC) represents 

the value of the context through the field, tenor, and mode (Halliday and Hasan, 

1985, p. 55). Because the researcher only puts her focus on tenor analysis, below 

is the further explanation of its three basic factors (Halliday & Hasan, 1985, p. 

12): 

(1) Agentive role, the roles played by the participants in context, such as mother 

and child, husband and wife, seller and customer. 

(2) Social role, the relationship power between the participants. It can be 

hierarchic or non hierarchic, expert of novice, man or woman, and also refers 

to the social status of the participants. 

(3) Social distance, the kind of contact built by the participants. It can be 

minimal (close friends) or maximal (formal settings).  
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Those tenor factors can be seen as represented below: 

 

  Figure 2.2 The Representation of Tenor’s Factors 

2.2.4  Speech 

Nowadays, speech is used as they way of communication by people around the 

world, especially the one who has power and high status in the society. Thus, it 

can be considered as a text. Speech itself is the expression of someone ideas, 

thoughts, and feeling by articulate sound. It is delivered orally and mostly well-

prepared in writing. It vocalizes the human ideas, thoughts, and feelings in formal 

communication event, so that it belongs to public speaking. 

 Public speaking is a kind of presentation in which the speaker deliver 

information to the situation in a formal way (Sellnow, 2005, p. 10). The purpose 
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of delivering the speech is to achieve the speaker’s goal by speaking it out in front 

of the people. The goals of delivering the speech should not only limited to inform 

the audience about something, but more like to change the people’s emotions, 

actions, and attitudes; and also to leave them moved by the words and changed by 

the meaning behind those words. Those can be achieved if only the speaker 

delivers the strong introduction and conclusions of his speech. Introduction 

prepares the audiences about something that is going to be discussed, while 

conclusions give a clue to the audiences that the speech is almost end (Lucas, 

2012, p. 186). Speech contains many things that the speaker has to maintain such 

as the language, tone, stress, gesture, and etc. This is in line with Widdowson 

(2007, p. 8), he said that in speech, the speaker make use not only of language, but 

of paralanguage such as tone of voice, varying stress, pauses and so on, and what 

they say is accompanied by facial expression, or gesture, as part of the message 

they intend to get across. 

 Moreover, a public speech is considered successful if it meets the base 

elements: credibility, logic, and emotions (Niktina, 2011). Credibility can be 

gained by possessing a certain level of authority and knowledge about the chosen 

topic. Logic means that the speech can be understood by the listeners because it 

makes sense and clear. Containing emotions means that the speaker must establish 

the emotional connection with the listeners in the first place in order to catch and 

hold their attention. 

 In addition, based on its purpose, there are four types of speech: 

informative, persuasive, entertaining, and demonstrative. In this study, the 
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researcher analyses a persuasive speech. According to Sellnow (2005, p. 348), 

persuasive speaking is the process of influencing attitudes, belief, values, or 

behaviors through a public speech. In this case, the speaker tries to develop an 

argument to support the position of the topic. On the other words, persuasive 

speech is aimed to convince people, so that they change how they think of 

something, how they do something, and even begin to do something they did not 

do before. There are two main forms of persuasive speech (Sellnow, 2005, p. 

353): 

(1) Dispositional Persuasive Speeches 

A dispositional persuasive speech is designed to influence listeners’ 

disposition (beliefs, attitudes, and values) toward the topic. 

(2) Actuation Persuasive Speeches 

Actuation persuasive speeches are designed to influence listeners’ behavior. It 

means that the speaker tries to move someone to action. The action 

sometimes involves politics or policy. It becomes the most challenging public 

speaking’s type. In order to influence the listeners into action, the speaker 

must be competent in all forms of public speaking. When seeking action, the 

speaker does two things: informing the listeners about aspects of the topic and 

seeking agreement with his/her position to motivate them to act. 

2.2.5 Concept of Clause 

In Systemic Functional Grammar, clause becomes the major unit of analysis. It 

closely relates to the communicative functions which the speaker tries to perform. 
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The clause performs the speech function based on the clausal type. In this case, 

both the form and function clause are interconnected. There are three kinds of 

clause which perform different speech functions; those are declarative, 

interrogative, and imperative. Below is the table showing the correlation between 

the clause types and the speech functions: 

Table 2.1 The correlation between clause types and speech functions (Coffin, 

2009, p. 37) 

 

Clause Types Patterns Speech Functions Communicative Functions 

Declaratives SV To make statements Giving information 

Interrogatives (i) VS To ask questions Requesting information 

(ii) VS To make offers Offering something 

Imperatives V To make commands Demanding a service 

 

 Furthermore, clause encodes the three types of meaning, those are 

ideational, interpersonal, and textual meaning. Then, Halliday & Matthiessen 

(2014, p. 83) categorized the clausal roles base on those three meanings as below: 

(1) Clause as a message 

A clause funcions in delivering a message contains meaning. A message 

comes from somewhere and leads to somewhere. The clause contributes to 

the cohesiveness of the text. 
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(2) Clause as an exchange 

There are meanings through which social relations are created and 

maintained. A clause functions in exchanging the meaning in which there is 

a transaction created by the speaker and interlocutor. In this case, the 

Subject is the one which is exchanged. This clause enables personal 

interactions (interpersonal functions). Interpersonal meanings realized in the 

form of Mood system.  

(3) Clause as representation 

A clause functions in representing the ongoing process of people’s 

experiences; the clause represents our experience of the world. 

2.2.6 Realizations of Interpersonal Meaning 

The function of language is to enable the users in engaging interpersonally and 

exchanging their point of views. That is called as an interpersonal function. The 

interpersonal function involves the way language is structured, so that it enables 

us to construct a set of meaning including expressions of probability, certainty, 

obligation, and inclination.  

 Moreover, there are some aspects of interpersonal meaning. In spoken 

language, the interpersonal meaning aspects involves the speaker’s voice, 

intonation pattern, stress, pointing signaling, facial expression, and also gestures. 

In addition, the interpersonal meaning relates to the term which is called as tenor 

of the text. Tenor of the text which relates to interpersonal meaning includes 

Mood system and Modality which belong to the Finite. 
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 Tenor can influence the use of language by affecting the distribution of 

communicative function. The distribution of communicative function is 

influenced by the social roles (e.g. friend/friend, interviewer/interviewee, 

teacher/student) and how equal or unequal the interlocutors are (e.g. equal: 

professional/professional; unequal: expert/novice). Furthermore, the way socially 

connected or distant interlocutor will reflect the degree of language used, whether 

it is formal or informal. And in order to position, align, and negotiate (i.e. develop 

a stance), speakers draw on Modality and use evaluate lexis that expresses their 

attitudes and judgments (Coffin, Donohue, & North, 2009, p. 218).  

2.2.6.1  Mood System 

As a tool for exchanging the meaning, mood system plays important roles in 

exchanging the good and services, making offers, providing information, asking 

questions, and also giving commands (Gerot & Wignell, 1994, p. 23). This is in 

line with the statement of Paltridge (2000, p. 119), he stated that Mood system of 

the clause encodes the relationship build by the participants taking part in 

interaction. It represents the attitude and comment of the speaker, for example, are 

indicative, imperative, and interrogative construction. From those statements, it 

can be known that Mood system play the key role in language system in order to 

make the interaction runs well.  

In addition, the further explanation of Mood system is provided as follow: 

The Mood system provides the interactants involved in dialogue with the 

resources for giving or demanding a commodity, either information or 
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goods-&-services – in other words, with the resources for enacting speech 

functions (speech acts) through the grammar of the clause: statements 

(giving information), questions (demanding information), offers (giving 

goods-&-services), and commands (demanding goods-&-services). 

(Halliday & Matthiessen, 2014, p. 135) 

  Since the study realizes the Mood system of a speech, it is important to 

know the relationship between the speech function and the typical Mood structure. 

Eggins (2004, p. 147) illustrated the correlation between them as table follow: 

Table 2.2 Speech Function and Typical Mood Clause (Eggins, 2004, p. 147) 

SPEECH FUNCTION TYPICAL MOOD IN CLAUSE 

Statement Declarative  

Question Interrogative  

Command Imperative  

Offer Modulated Interrogative  

Answer Elliptical Declarative  

Acknowledgement Elliptical Declarative  

Accept Minor Clause 

Compliance Minor Clause 

 

  From the table above, it can be concluded that each speech functions 

creates different type of mood structure. In English clauses, mood itself is divided 

into two main elements; those are Subject and Finite.  

2.2.6.1.1 Subject 

According to Halliday & Matthiessen (2014, p. 140), Subject is realized by a 

group of nominal, whether noun or pronoun. In addition, the Subject indicates 

whether the verbal element will be singular or plural. It precedes the finite in order 
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to form MOOD which proposes the proposition by the clause stands. According to 

Eggins (2004, p. 151), the example of the Mood system can be seen as follow; 

Table 2.3 Subject (Eggins, 2004, p. 151) 

Henry James wrote ‘The Bostonians’ (didn’t he?) 

Subject  Subject 

 

2.2.6.1.2 Finite 

According to Halliday & Matthiessen (2014, p. 140), Finite is represented by 

verbal operators which express the tense such as are, have; and modal auxiliary 

such as will, should. It has the function of making the proposition finite. 

Furthermore, it makes something is arguable through it proposition. In order to 

make something arguable, Finite adds the reference which relates to the 

proposition of the context. Adding the reference to the context of the text can be 

done by putting the reference refers to the time of speaking (primary tense), and 

by putting the reference refers to the speaker’s judgment (modality) (Halliday & 

Matthiessen, 2014, p. 144). Primary tense shows the past, present, or future time 

at the moment the speaker was speaking. The proposition is considered arguable if 

it has a relevance to the speech event which is specified in temporal terms. By 

using primary tense, the speaker is able to argue when an event occurs. Whereas, 

modality shows the judgments of the speaker in accordance with the posibilities or 

the obligations on something that he says. If the proposition represents the degree 

of like or dislike and shows the speaker’s desire; it is consideres as arguable. 

According to Halliday & Matthiessen 2014, p. 144, verbal operators, whether 
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temporal or verbal, can be used to express the finiteness. Below is the further 

explanation of two kinds of Finite verbal Operators; 

(1) Temporal Finite Verbal Operators: fix the proposition by using the reference 

of TIME. They express the finite tense; past, present, or future.  

(2) Finite Modal Operators: fix the proposition by using the reference of 

MODALITY. They express the judgment of the speaker about the degree of 

like and dislike of something.  

Below is the table of Finite Verbal Operators (Halliday & Matthiessen, 

2014, p. 145); 

Table 2.4 Temporal Finite Verbal Operators 

 Past Present Future 

Positive did, was, had, 

used to 

does, is, have will, shall, would, should 

Negative didn’t, wasn’t, 

hadn’t, didn’t + 

used to 

doesn’t, isn’t, 

hasn’t 

won’t, shan’t, wouldn’t, 

shouldn’t 

 

Table 2.5 Finite Modal Operators 

 Low Median High 

Positive Can, may, 

could, might, 

(dare) 

Will, would, 

should, is/was 

to 

Must, ought to, need, 

has/had to 
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Negative Needn’t, 

doesn’t/didn’t + 

need to, have to 

Won’t, wouldn’t, 

shouldn’t, 

(isn’t/wasn’t to) 

Musn’t, oughtn’t to, 

can’t, couldn’t, (mayn’t, 

mightn’t, hasn’t/hadn’t 

to) 

 

  In addition, the primary tense and modality can be realized negatively or 

positively. It is called as polarity. As Halliday & Matthiessen (2014, p. 144) stated 

that polarity stands between the positive and negative. In another word, polarity 

shows whether the finite is realized positively or negatively. 

2.2.6.2  Modality 

According to Halliday & Matthiessen (2014, p. 172), Modality tells about the 

judgment of the speaker, or listener’s request judgment, in terms of the topic 

being discussed. On the other words, modality is used to tell us about how a 

person feels about the topic, their stance or attitude (it can be assertive or 

tentative), how committed or how detached they are, and the other crucial aspects 

of interpersonal meaning. Therefore, by analyzing the modality, it will help us to 

understand how the speaker’s attitude and judgments. Halliday & Matthiessen 

(2014, p. 176) stated that modality stands between the positive and negative 

degrees. It construes the uncertainty region lies between ‘yes’ and ‘no’. By using 

modality, we can draw our position in terms of (1) propositions, stands for 

probability and usuality; and (2) proposals, stands for obligation and inclination. 
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 According to Halliday & Matthiessen (2014, p. 177-178), when Modality 

is functioned to argue about the probability or usuality of prepositions; it is called 

Modalization. However, when modality is functioned to argue about the 

obligation and inclination of proposals, it is called Modulation. According to 

Martin & Rose (2003, p. 50), modality recognizes the alternative voices around 

suggestion or claim. In addition, it opens up space for negotiation, in which 

various points of view can circulate around a topic providing a space for 

mediation and possible reconciliation.  

 As a branch of modality, modalization is used to tell how the way the 

speaker shows his or her attitude towards the topic. It can be done by showing a 

judgment about anything such as certainty, degree of like and dislike, frequency 

of something happens in a period of time. This is in line with the statement of 

Eggins (2004, p. 174), modalization always express the speaker’s judgment. 

Nonetheless, modalization is realized explicitly through the used of Mood 

Adjunct such as “I think”, “I believe”, and “I suppose”. Those kinds of Mood 

Adjunct are called as grammatical metaphor by Halliday & Matthiessen (2014, p. 

687). Containing the grammatical metaphor, the clause functions both as the part 

of projecting clause and also the Mood Adjunct. This is in line with Bloor & 

Bloor (2004, p. 131) who stated that because modality is part of interpersonal 

metafunction, so it classed as interpersonal metaphor. 
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2.2.6.3 Mood Types 

Mood stands for the agreement of Subject and Finite which can be realized by the 

position of those two elements in the clause. This is in line with what Gerot & 

Wignell (1994, p. 38) stated in their book, “Mood in English is realized by the 

position in the clause of the Subject and Finite.” Then, those two elements move 

around in order to establish a clausal mood or clausal type. Clause types are 

functional categories which are realized in three primary speech functions, those 

are declarative, interrogative, and imperative. 

2.3 Theoretical Framework 

This study analyses the transcription of Mr. King’s speech in Washington DC. His 

speech used as a trial to erase the segregation and discrimination into his race, the 

Negro, makes the researcher curious to conduct the interpersonal meaning that he 

used in his speech. The speech was analyzed using MOOD and Modality system 

to investigate the interpersonal meaning which was realized in the speech. It can 

be described as follows: 
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Figure 2.3 The Theoretical Framework of Mood and Modality System 

Interpersonal Meaning 

(Halliday, 2002) 

Mood and Modality 

(Halliday, 2009) 

The Realization of 

Interpersonal 

Meaning in the 

Speech “I Have a 

Dream” by Martin 

Luther King Jr. 
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS 

 

This last chapter deals with the conclusions, pedagogical implications, and 

suggestions based on the findings and discussion of the previous chapter. 

5.1 Conclusions 

This study has analyzed the interpersonal meaning realized in the transcription of 

Martin Luther King Jr.’s speech entitled ‘I Have a Dream’. Based on data analysis 

in the previous chapter, the conclusions are drawn as follows. 

 Firstly, there are two types of interpersonal meaning realized in Mr. 

King’s speech; Mood and Modality system. Mood involves of two elements, those 

are Subject and Finite. There are several Subject realized in the speech; ‘Others’, 

‘We’, ‘I’, ‘The Negro’, ‘You’, ‘America(n)’, ‘This’, ‘It’, ‘They’, ‘He’, and ‘That’. 

And the Finite realized in the speech are present tense, past tense, and future 

tense. In terms of Modality, it is represented by modal verbs ‘will’, ‘would’, 

‘must’, ‘can’, and ‘shall’. 

 Secondly, Mood and Modality system are realized in the clauses of Mr. 

King’s speech transcription. Mood system is realized in the form of Subject and 

Finite. Then, Mood types are realized in the form of Declarative, Interrogative, 
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and Imperative Mood. Meanwhile, Modality is realized in the form of modal 

verbs. 

 Lastly, Mood and Modality system are used by Mr. King in his speech in 

order to express his feelings, emotions, desire, attitudes, and judgments about the 

issue he brought forward.  

5.2 Pedagogical Implication 

Based on the findings, the pedagogical implication is worth to be presented 

because it is considered as the contribution of English study in a foreign language 

context. It is necessary for EFL learners to pay high attention to the language used 

in order to express the intention of delivering some kind of speeches because the 

interpersonal meaning and also the interpretation of the speech are influenced by 

the grammar and lexical choices. 

 Studying the interpersonal meaning of a speech means that we are trying 

to understand the intention of the speaker in perceiving something. It can be done 

by looking deeply on the Mood and Modality system of the clauses. The Mood 

and Modality system become the key points in understanding the interpersonal 

relationship between those who are taking part in the speech. 

 In addition, the study of analyzing Martin Luther King Jr.’s speech is 

helpful for the EFL learners in creating a good text or speech without losing the 

importance of the meanings behind the text. As a result, they can achieve the 

understanding of other cultures by creating a text. Cultures are important thing for 

EFL learners because it can help them to focus on what kind of communicative 
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purpose they want to achieve. Also, it helps them knowing how their speech 

should be structured using the right linguistic features. In sort, if they are able to 

understand the concept, it is not impossible for them to communicate effectively.  

5.3 Suggestions 

According to the significance of the study and also the conclusions which have 

been discussed previously, the researcher offers some suggestions to be dropped, 

those are; 

 The first suggestion is addressed to the public speaker. In order to convey 

the meaning of their speech effectively, it is important for the public speakers to 

apply various grammatical features which reveals the interpersonal meaning. They 

have to be aware of not only their choice of words, but also the structure of their 

sentences in order to realize their certain intention. Therefore, the listeners are 

able to exactly perceive them and their speech. 

 The second suggestion is addressed to the readers who are interested in 

discourse or text analysis in conducting such study. The qualified papers, books, 

or other literature relate to their focus of study will help them in understanding the 

interpersonal meaning because any discourse analysis cannot be grounded on 

intuition. They need reliable theories or what we can call it as linguistic evidence 

to do any analysis of discourse. In order to classify the linguistic evidence, they 

need to have a wide knowledge of grammar. The wider knowledge of grammar 

they have, the easier they will to do discourse analysis. 
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 The last suggestion is addressed to English Department students who want 

to be teachers. It will very useful for them to master functional grammar because 

it can help them in raising the EFL students’ awareness of the language used to 

realize the personal intention. They have to be able to select the words and 

phrases carefully depending on the topic and to whom they are speaking because 

the selected words and phrases may express different intention of interpersonal 

meaning. In this case, the EFL students will understand what kind of a good text 

that can be performed in the real life if only their teacher gives them the 

authentically contextual teaching materials. Those learning materials would be a 

good model for them. 
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