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ABSTRACT

FRANSJAYA, HENDARA. 2012. The Power of Language to Affirm and Confute in Debate as Reflected in Denzel Washington’s Movie The Great Debaters. Final Project. English Department. Faculty of Languages and Arts, Semarang State University. First advisor: Galuh Kirana D.A, S.S., M.Pd. Second advisor: Prayudias Margawati, S.Pd., M.Hum.

Key words: The Power of Language, Debate. 
The aims of this study are to find out how scoring elements of debate revealed in the movie and to explain how language power affirms and confutes in debate as reflected in The Great Debaters movie. The method of the study is a descriptive qualitative with sociolinguistic approach. The data of the study are in the form of words, phrases, sentences, narrations and dialogues. The data are gained by watching the movie thoroughly, interpreting, triangulating, identifying, inventorying, and classifying. The study results in several findings. First, the debaters in The Great Debaters movie show matter, method, and manner. These elements play important role in debate to support debaters’ argument. To win the debate, debaters should apply matter which considers the quality of the content, method which considers the structure and organization of the speech, and manner which considers the way debaters deliver their argument. Second, the power of language can influence people who are involved in a conversation or debate. It is affected by three factors: subjects, relations, and contents. To win the debate, debaters should affirm or confute the claim with good argument. To affirm the claim means to show that they agree with the issue. On the other hand, to confute the claim means to show that they don’t agree with the issue. The debaters in The Great Debaters movie reflect the use of all debate elements to convince the adjudicators to finally win the match.


































