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ABSTRACT
Syukriya, Layli. 2010. Empowering Women in the Short Story of A Meeting in a Silent Garden By HelvyTiana Rosa. A final project.English Department.Language and Art Faculty.Semarang State University. Drs. H. Suprapto, M.Hum. – Drs. Ahmad Sofwan, Ph.D.
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This study analyzes empowering women found in a short story entitled ‘A Meeting in a Silent Garden’ by HelvyTiana Rosa. This story tells about a married couple who were in love but after their fifth year of marriage they began to get into problem. The wife showed her power in facing her problem. This final project contains four statements of the problems, they are: (1)How does the society view women in the story?(2) Why do they need empowerment?(3) How does the author empower women? (4) What problems obstruct the empowerment in the story?
There were some steps that I used to collect the data to answer the statements of the problem in this final project. The first was reading the text of ‘A Meeting in a Silent Garden’ several times in order to understand the content of the story. The second was classifying the data of the types of power and finding the empowering women in the story. The third was classifying the data of the way of the author empowering women in the story. The last was classifying the data of the problems which obstructed the empowering women in the story. In this final project I used social and psychological approach. The method of analyzing the research is descriptive qualitative.

There are six types of power, but there are only legitimate power and personal qualities found in the story. There are three forms of power, but only the empowerment found in this story. This study shows some reasons why women need empowerment; they are because women take the most important part in shaping environment and because woman has the same right as man. The author empowers women by showing woman’s power in facing her marriage problem. Sih keep on writing although she was being under pressure by her husband. She doesn’t make a divorce as her choice, but imagining another figure of husband.

Woman should know and realize her power and potential, and explore it to make her life more useful for herself and also her environment.

