ABSTRACT

Khodijah, Siti. 2009. The Use of Crossword Puzzles to Teach Irregular Verbs for Junior High School Students. Final Project, English Department, Faculty of Languages and Arts, Semarang State University. Advisors: 1. Dra. C. Murni Wahyanti, M.A. 2. Dra. Sri Suprapti, M.Pd.

Keyword: Irregular Verbs, Junior High School Students, Crossword Puzzle. 

This study dealt with teaching of irregular verbs to junior high school students using crossword puzzles. The objective of this study was to find out whether teaching irregular verbs using crossword puzzle could contribute to improve the students’ mastery in learning irregular verbs. The use of crossword puzzles hopefully would be useful for teachers and students in language teaching and learning process as an alternative strategy to break the routines. 


In order to achieve the objective of this research, I designed an experimental research. The population of this study was the eighth graders of SMP N 22 Semarang. The number of the subjects in this research was 80 students. The 40 students in the experimental group were taught irregular verbs using crossword puzzle and the other 40 students were taught irregular verbs using a conventional method. There were three meetings during the experimentation. Before the experiment was conducted, a pre test was given to both groups at the same time. A post test was given after the experiment was conducted. The test was about irregular verbs. It consisted of 30 multiple choice items. 


Before the test was used, it has been tried out first with the purpose of finding out the validity and reliability of the test instrument. 


The result of this study showed that the experimental group got better scores than the control group. It can be seen by comparing the means. The means score of the experimental group was 13.60 while the control group was 6.35. The difference between the two means was 7.25. The result of applying t-test reveals that the obtained value (4.64) was higher than the table value (2.021). It meant that there was a significant difference score of irregular verbs test achieved by students after they have been taught using crossword puzzle game.



The higher achievement of the experimental group after having been taught by using crossword puzzle indicated that the use of crossword puzzle could contribute to improve the students’ mastery of irregular verbs. So, it was recommended that the teacher can use crossword puzzle as one of the alternative techniques to improve students’ irregular verbs mastery and it also could create a relaxed situation and an enjoyable learning experience.
