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This study is about the third year students' mastery in constructing questions using question word What , the case of the third year students of SMP N 3 Purwanegara, Banjarnegara in the academic year of 2008/2009. The objectives of this study are mainly to measure the students' mastery in constructing questions using question word What and to find out their difficulties in mastering it. The population of this study is the third year students of SMP N 3 Purwanegara, Banjarnegara in the academic year of 2008/2009 . The number of the sample in this research is 30 students representing 120 students. Before conducting the research, the writer gave a try-out test to 30 students to know the reliability of the test as the research instrument. The result of the test showed that the mastery of the students in constructing Questions using question word What was low. It was proven by the mean value got from the calculation (3.7 < 6.5), and the shown data that more than 50% students were below sufficient level. Then, based on the descriptive analysis of the test result, it was found out that among 30 students, no one got outstanding and very good achievement. Only one student who got good test result. Based on the result of the test, the writer suggests that the teachers should encourage the students to study English well by reminding them that in the modern era, English plays a very important role, and the teachers should give the students more exercises in constructing questions using question word What.
