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This final project is about improving students’ proficiency in speaking skill by using retelling story of a movie strategy. This is an action research in speaking class of grade eight of students of SMP Negeri 2 Demak. The purposes of this study are to describe how the retelling story of a movie can be applied in teaching speaking and to know the effectiveness of retelling story of a movie can improve the students’ proficiency in speaking.

The subject of the study was grade eight students of SMP Negeri 2 Demak. I took class VIIIB as the sample of this study and thirty six students were involved in this study. In order to achieve the objective of the study, I designed an action research that consisted of pre test, treatments, first cycle test, post test, and also questionnaire as the other instrument. There were five meetings during the research. Oral test was used to gather data. The tests were pre test, formative test of cycle 1 and formative test of cycle 2 (post test). Besides, the questionnaire was also given to support the data.

I used the rating scale as proposed by Harris (1969) and Brown (2004) to score the students’ result in oral test. This is a 5 – level rating scale. The score ranging start from 1 up to 5. This rating scale measures the students’ speaking skills especially in pronunciation, grammar, vocabulary, fluency, and comprehension.

 The result of this study showed that the pre-test score for pronunciation: 2.90, grammar: 3.27, vocabulary: 3.20, fluency: 3.27, and comprehension: 3.20. Meanwhile, post test score for pronunciation: 4.30, grammar: 4.56, vocabulary: 4.60, fluency: 4.47 and comprehension: 4.30. It indicates that retelling story of a movie activity seems to be effective enough to improve students’ proficiency in speaking skill. 









