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ABSTRACT 
 
Evlina, Nita. 2009. The Correlation between Students’ Mastery of The Simple 

Past Tense and Their Ability in Using It in Writing Diary (A Case of the 
Tenth Year Students of SMK N 2 Tegal Majoring in Business and 
Management in the Academic Year of 2008/2009).  

 
Key words: correlation, action research, simple past tense, writing diary 
  
 This final project discussed the correlation between students’ mastery of 
the simple past tense and their ability in using simple past tense in writing diary. 
This study was intended to describe how students’ mastery of simple past tense 
correlates to the students’ ability in simple past tense in writing diary. 

The population and the sample of this study were the tenth year students of 
SMK N 2 Tegal, in the academic year of 2008/2009. The sample was taken by 
means of cluster random sampling. I gave the treatment writing diary as a method 
to correlate students’ mastery of simple past tense and their ability in using simple 
past tense in writing diary for two cycles.   

The result of the treatment both pre test and post test were compared into 
correlation statistics.  To collect the primary data, I used students’ writing diary 
and students’ test of simple past tense, and also questionnaire. The result of the 
simple past tense and writing test was interpreted quantitatively using t-test and 
the result of the questionnaire was interpreted using descriptive percentage. 

The result of the study showed that the correlation between students’ 
mastery of simple past tense and their ability in using simple past tense in writing 
diary was significant with the r value 0,836 with index determinant was 83, 6% 
and α = 5% It meant that writing diary is useful to correlate students’ mastery of 
simple past tense and the ability in using simple past tense in writing diary. While 
the questionnaire was interpreted by considering five variables as referred by 
Heaton’s category; students’ interest, the advantage, students’ achievement, the 
relevance, and sustainability. The result showed that the writing diary was high, 
helpful, high, very relevant, and necessary to the mastery of simple past tense.  
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter would explain background of the study, reasons for choosing the topic, 

statements of the problem, objectives of the study, significances of the study, limitation of the 

study, and outline of the report. 

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

Language as a means of communication can be delivered through two channels; spoken and 

written. Both of those channels are different in the way they are produced (Ramelan, 1992: 2). 

Written language is not spoken language which is written, and so do spoken language is not 

written language which is spoken. As Gerot and Wignell say (1994: 158), that written language 

does not refer to language which is written down. Likewise the term spoken language does not 

only refer to language which is said aloud. Moreover they say that spoken language tends to be 

complex grammatically intricate and written language tends to be complex lexically dense. From 

this statement I could say that written language covers more complex lexically dense than spoken 

one. It effects that people should be aware and careful of creating a text. Although most written 

languages get involve with lexically dense, they still keep aware of another aspect in order to 

make the text meaningful. This can be done through the arrangement of the text structurally and 

systematically which relates to grammar mastery. 

Writing as a part of productive skill (Linse, 2006: 24) is considered as the most difficult skill 

which involves some components (Harris, 1969: 68-69). They are content, grammar, form, style, 

1 
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and mechanics. What is meant by content is the substance of writing or the idea expressed. 

Grammar relates to the employment of grammatical form and significant pattern, while form is 

about the organization of content. Moreover, style relates to the choice of structures and lexical 

items to give a particular one to writing, and the last component is mechanics which correlates to 

the use of the graphic convention of language. 

 

1.2 Reasons for Choosing the Topic 

In this final project I tried to discuss one the components of writing that was about grammar 

in using simple past tense. Grammar as one of writing components has the most important thing 

to deliver the writer’s or speaker’s intention. According to Gerot and Wignell (1994: 3), we need 

a theory of grammar or language which helps us understand how texts work. Cook and Sutter 

(1980: 517) in Suryanto (2007) assume that grammar is a set of rules by which people speak and 

write. All of those statements ensure that grammar mastery is essential in writing. There are 

many scopes of grammar mastery; present, past, and future (Pardiyono, 2001: 80-81).  

What makes English is different from Indonesian is that English has each tenses to state time 

makers of occurrences. The problem rises up when a learner faces difficulties in using verbs, be 

and auxiliary towards different tenses. Meanwhile, there are various verbs in English which is 

not only needed further understanding, but also to facilitate it in memorizing as happens in 

simple past tense mastery.  

One common characteristics of simple past tense is that the verbs usually always added by –

ed or –d. Another one that makes learners are confused is that simple past tense has irregular 

verbs in which the pattern is not just by adding –ed or –d as happen in regular one. Students as 

the sample in this study had difficulties in mastering grammar of simple past tense, such as how 
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to change the positive form into negative and an interrogative sentence. In addition, they were 

still confused in using regular and irregular verbs. For example, “He was played in the field” or 

in “She spented her holiday in grandmother’s house”. Those were examples of students’ mistake 

during teaching and learning process in this study. For that reason, I intended to tackle students’ 

problem in mastering simple past tense by means of writing diary applied in two cycles of action 

research. The students would give treatment writing diary about their own experience. In order to 

reach the goal of this study, the students were also given exercises and smart solution to facilitate 

them in mastering simple past tense. Every cycle would be held a test to check their 

understanding. Therefore, the students’ result would be compared and analyzed by using 

coefficient correlation of both pre test and post test.  

English is one of the subjects belongs to national final exam; of course it is a serious problem 

if the students can not master grammar well in all skills; listening, speaking, reading, and 

writing. Therefore, students’ mastery of grammar is important so as to avoid misunderstanding. 

Many problems in the process of teaching and learning English demand teachers or education 

practitioners a correction or reflection, in order to overcome teaching problems faced by the 

teachers, and also as an initiative to make students more enthusiastic in learning English.  

 

1.3 Statements of the Problem 

The problem in this study could be stated as follows: 

(1) How significant is the correlation between students’ mastery of the simple past tense and 

their ability in using it in writing diary? 

(2) What factors are influence on students’ mastery of the simple past tense and their ability in 

using it in writing diary? 
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1.4   Objectives of the Study 

The objectives of the study were mentioned in the following sentences: 

(1) To describe how significant is the correlation between students’ mastery of the simple past 

tense and their ability in using it in writing diary. 

(2) To describe what factors are influence on students’ mastery of the simple past tense and their 

ability in using it in writing diary. 

 

1.5 Significances of the Study 

 There were three significances of these study; theoretical, practical, and pedagogical ones. In 

the theoretical significance, this study is expected to be useful and helpful especially for the 

students. It because they found another way to mastery simple past tense easier which also 

increased their interest in improving writing skill through writing diary. In addition, for English 

teachers not only teach based on conventional method, but also various methods appropriately. 

For the practical significance, this study is expected to serve as an alternative method in teaching 

simple past tense in English which provides opportunity efforts for students to write more freely 

and enthusiastically. This study is expected to increase students’ mastery in writing recount text 

especially diary. 
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1.6 Limitation of the Study 

 In this final project, I tried to limit the discussion of students’ mastery past tense and their 

ability in using it in writing diary. Moreover, I tried to discuss students’ problems in mastering 

simple past tense, as the use of regular and irregular verbs and how to change positive sentences 

into negative and interrogative.  

 

1.7 Outline of the Report 

 In this final project there were five chapters. Chapter I is introduction which consists of 

background of the study, reasons for choosing the topic, statements of the problem, objectives of 

the study, significances of the study, limitation and outline of the report. Chapter II is review of 

the related literature which presents the previous study, theoretical background and theoretical 

framework. Chapter III is methods of investigation which presents research design, object of the 

study, research of the study, population and sample of the study, variables of the study, 

hypothesis, instruments of the study, method of collecting data, and method of analyzing data. 

Chapter IV is result of the study which presents general description and data interpretation, and 

chapter V is conclusions and suggestions.  

 



CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

 

 In this chapter, I tried to explain review of the previous study, review of the 

theoretical background, and theoretical framework.  

 

2.1  Review of the Previous Study 

 There were several people who did the research of the same topic that is simple 

past tense, for instance Muh. Nur Amri Supriyanto (2006) conducted research on A 

Correlation Study Between Students Mastery of Past Tense and Their Ability in 

Expressing Past Activities in Writing (A Case of Eleventh Grade of SMA 1 Kudus in the 

Academic Year 2006/2007); Tias Evi Hidayah (2006) on A Correlation Between 

Students’ Mastery of Past Tense and Their Achievement in Writing Recount ( The Case 

Of The Eleventh Year Students of SMA 1 Weleri In the Academic Year 2006/2007); 

Arinda Sari (2008) on Improving Students’ Skill in Writing Recount Text by Diary 

Writing (A Classroom Action Research of The Tenth Year Students of The State High 

school At Ambarawa in the Academic Year of 2008/2009); Yuli Sastri (2007) on An 

Analyses of Simple Past Tense Errors in Recount Writing towards Senior High School 

Students (A Case at The First Semester of The Eleventh Grade of SMA Kesatrian I 

Semarang on The Academic Year 2007/2008), and Anny Martya Hapsari (2007) on 

Diary Writing As A Medium to Improve Writing Recount Text Ability (An Experimental 

Study of The Tenth Year Class of SMA 1 Sragen In The Academic Year 2007/2008). All 

6 
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of those researches had discussed about some problems in expressing past experience in 

writing recount.  

 In this final project, I also conducted the same topic because there is still a 

problem that has not discussed yet by all the researches above, that is about the 

correlation between students’ mastery of simple past tense and their ability in using 

simple past tense in writing diary. Despite similarity of topic, this final project discussed 

about students’ mastery in simple past tense, the problems of how to change a positive 

sentence into negative and interrogative sentence, also the difficulties in using irregular 

and regular verbs. Besides that, most of researches I mentioned were held in general high 

school, and very few in vocational schools. So I intend to conduct this study in a 

vocational school. 

 From the previous researches, there were significant correlation between students’ 

mastery of past tense and their ability in expressing it in recount text. Tias’ research 

(2006) shows that there was a significant correlation between students’ mastery of past 

tense and their achievement in writing recount with the r value 0, 724. Another research 

conducted by Anny (2008) examined diary writing as a medium to improve writing 

recount text ability. This study gave significant result with the t test or r value 1, 386.This 

study wants to describe the correlation between students’ mastery of the simple past tense 

and their ability in using simple past tense in writing diary which would be held in a 

vocational school. 
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2.2 Review of the Theoretical Background 

 In the review of the theoretical background will present definition of correlation 

and action research, definition of past tense, the pattern of simple past tense, irregular 

verbs, diary as part of recount text, generic structure of recount text, grammatical pattern 

of recount text, definition of diary, types of diary, students of SMK, definition of SMK, 

general teaching learning process in SMK, and teaching writing in SMK related to the 

curriculum. 

 

2.2.1 Definition of Correlation and Action Research 

 In this study, I applied a correlation approach and an action research as a method 

of gathering data. Gall and Borg (2003: 320) as cited in Tias (2006) stated that correlation 

research refers to studies in which the purpose is to discover relationship between 

variables through the use of correlational statistics. In addition, they explain that the basic 

design of correlational research is very simple, involving nothing more than collecting 

data on two or more variables for each individual in a sample and computing a 

correlational coefficient. The correlation approach used in this study was a model in 

action research that the model choosing depends on the goal.  

 In other case, some experts say that action research is different from other 

researches. As cited in Paul (2008: 9), Tomal says that action research is different from 

qualitative and quantitative research, but it has both characteristics. The main point is that 

action research emphasizes on problem solving and making progression from the 

problems faced. Zuber and Skeritt in Paul (2008: 12) assume that action research as a 

critical collaboration done by those reflective practitioners through cycles. Means that 
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those practitioners especially educators take critical reflection of what they have done by 

examining deeply. In different meaning, Wallace (1998: 4), states that action research is 

an approach of reflection which is done by systematically collecting data on teacher’s 

everyday practice and analyzing it in order to come to some decisions about what his/ her 

future practice should be. Wallace (1991) in Gaudart (1993: 139) refers that action 

research encourages the teacher to do his or her own research in a problem area which 

would be of practical importance. Moreover he adds that what is meant by reflection is 

very much a part of that “experimental knowledge” as teachers are encouraged to reflect 

on the success as well as shortcomings of their practices, making constant changes in 

those practices, and thus contributing to their own personal growth (Gaudart, 1993: 137). 

 From those explanations above, it can be seen that action research comes up 

because the practisitioner or educator finds difficulties during teaching and learning 

process. As happened in this final project, the teacher in this object of study found 

problem in teaching simple past tense. Therefore, I collaborated with the teacher as a 

researcher of this study. The reason is that the teacher knows about the students’ 

problems such as, condition, achievement, strength and weakness in the subject 

discussed, etc. 

  In doing action research, the teacher takes research through at least two cycles. 

Each cycle has the same activities as a model of Lewin in Paul (2008: 10-11) which 

generally action research cycle consists of planning, acting, observation, reflecting, and 

next planning. Paul (2008: 30) says that one of the characteristics of action research is 

planning made by the teacher’s findings. Therefore, during research process the teacher 

will make plans based on students’ condition. All of the elements in action research cycle 
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are correlated to each other. For that reason, the teacher should make a note or reflection 

in order to decide the next planning. Below is the diagram of action research’s cycle 

according to Kurt Lewin. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

(1) 
Planning  

(2) 
Action 

 

(4) 
Reflection 

 

(3) 
Observation 

(5) 
Next Planning 

 

 Although I collaborated with the English teacher in this study, most of teaching 

and learning process was done by me. Therefore, I took two cycles in which each of them 

was followed pre-test and post-test to compare students’ progress before and after being 

given treatment. The test is needed because it has very important position in the teaching 

and learning process. Wallace (1991) in Gaudart (1993: 139-140) assumes that 

examination should be given in order to achieve certain objectives, and not as a matter of 

tradition or routine. In other words, one should be clear why certain aspects of 

performance are being tested by one kind of test and others by another. From those 

statements, I could infer that test or exam is needed not as tradition or routine schedule, 

but rather, because it has very precious objection depends on the kind of test given.  
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2.2.2 Definition of Past Tense 

 Frank (1972: 73) states that past tense indicates definite time terminating in the 

past, whether a time word is given or not. Murphy (1985: 22) says that the use of simple 

past is to talk about action or situations in the past. While Swan (1983: xvi) states that 

simple past is a verb form made without an auxiliary verb. Other definitions are given by 

Cook and Sutter (1980: 5) in Suryanto (2007) that past tense is an action or states that 

usually occurs or completed in the past. Now I could infer that past tense is an activity or 

situation that begins, happens, and ends in the past, whether the time signals are 

mentioned or not and the result is not relationship with action in the present. 

 

2.2.2.1 The Pattern of Simple Past Tense 

  Murphy (1985: 22) says that very often the past simple ends in –ed, but many 

important verbs are irregular. This means that the past simple does not end in –ed.  

Table 2.1 The Pattern of Simple Past Tense I 

Sentence Pattern 

Affirmative Subject + Verb 2 + Object 

Negative Subject + Did Not + Infinitive + Object 

Interrogative Did + Subject + Infinitive + Object 

For example: 

Affirmative 

She studied hard for the exam several months ago. 

He lived in Pekalongan for a long time. 
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Negative 

She did not study hard for the exam several months ago. 

He did not live in Pekalongan for a long time. 

Interrogative 

Did she study hard for the exam several months ago? 

Did he live in Pekalongan for a long time? 

The simple past tense of the verb be (am/ is/ are) is was/ were. 

Table 2.2 The Pattern of Simple Past Tense II 

Sentence Pattern 

Affirmative Subject + Was/ Were + Complement 

Negative Subject + Was/ Were + Not + Complement 

Interrogative Was/ Were + Subject + Complement 

For example: 

Affirmative 

The train was ten minutes late. 

They were very hungry an hour ago. 

Negative 

The train was not ten minutes late. 

They were not very hungry an hour ago. 

Interrogative 

Was the train ten minutes late? 

Were they hungry an hour ago? 
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 From those several examples, it could be inferred that basically a sentence 

consists of three forms namely affirmative, negative, and interrogative. In the simple past 

tense, there is something special to be aware of using verb form included the form of be. 

Simple past tense has different form of verb and so the use of be which depends on the 

type of person. When using affirmative sentence, it is a must to have special attention to 

differentiate regular or irregular verbs form. It also happens when using negative 

sentence. As it known, a negative sentence is usually followed with not and the use of 

verb one. So do in the interrogative sentence which is preceded by an auxiliary and the 

use of verb one.  

 

2.2.2.2 Irregular Verbs 

 A small numbers of verbs, among them some of the most commonly used verbs in 

the language have forms that differ from the regular tense forms. In order to use the tense 

forms of these irregular verbs, the speakers of native English must know their principal 

parts. The first principal part of a verb is the simple form of the verb (or the stem), the 

second principal part is the past tense, and the third principal part is the past participle. 

The fourth principal part, if it is given, is the present participle (Frank, 1972: 61). 

Irregular verbs are considered to be the most different problem in studying English. 

 Most students are still confused how to use certain verb in the past tense either the 

use of be. In the study of second language there is a term called” overgeneralization”. In 

some cases, students often create some irregular verbs such as the word “ ated” to replace 

“ate” as the past form, or another one is the use of be in past tense as in the sentence, 

“You was late”. Several grammarians often classify using certain characteristic of word/ 
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words to facilitate memorization. The classification can be based on some principals 

which have each pattern as shown in the appendix 2. 

 

2.2.3 Diary as a Part of Recount Text 

 Diary is a kind of recount text. Recount is a kind of genre. Nunan (2005: 14) 

asserted that the purposes of recount are to tell what happened, to document a sequence 

of events and evaluate their significance in some way.  Derewianka (1990: 14) states that 

in recount we construct past experience. A recount is the unfolding of a sequence of 

events over time. We are using language to keep the past alive and help us to interpret 

experience. The purpose of this text is to tell what happened. 

  I could infer that recount text is intended to retell past experience whether it was 

enjoyable or not. Derewianka (1990: 15) says that there are three types of recount. They 

are personal recount, factual recount, and imaginative recount. She states that personal 

recount is a kind of recount text retelling of an activity that the writer/ speaker has been 

personally involved in (e.g. oral anecdote, diary entry). Factual recount is a kind of 

recount recording the particulars of an incident, for instance report of a science 

experiment, police report, news report, historical account. The last type is imaginative 

recount that takes on an imaginary role and giving details of events such as a day in the 

life of a Roman slave.  

 

2.2.3.1 Generic Structure of Recount Text 

 According to Derewianka (1990: 15) the focus of recount is on a sequence of 

events, all of which relate to a particular occasion on the past. She explains that the 
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recount generally begins with an orientation that is giving the reader or listener the 

background information needed to understand the text. Then, the recount unfolds with a 

series of events that were ordered in a chronological sequence. Then at various stages 

there may be some personal comments on the incident.  

 From the above statement, I conclude that the generic structures of a recount text 

are orientation, events, and re-orientation. Orientation explains the participants or 

characters’ experience and gives more detail background of the incident. The events 

contain some incidents which took place orderly. The last part is re-orientation which is 

giving comment about the incident. This part is not a must. It is optional. 

 

2.2.3.2 Grammatical Pattern of Recount Text 

 Knowing that recount text is a text that retells past experience, the tense is past 

tense. Hyland (2004: 135) as referred from Anny (2008) states that grammatical patterns 

of recount are: use of nouns and pronouns to identify people, animals or things involved; 

use action verbs to refers to events; use of past tense to locate events in relation to the 

writer’s time; use of conjunctions and time connectives to sequence the events; use of 

adverbial phrase to indicate place and time; and use of adjectives to describe nouns. 

 Based on the above statement, I conclude that language features  of a recount text 

consists of specific participants; use of nouns and pronouns to identify the participants; 

use of action verbs; use of simple past tense; use of conjunctions and time connectives; 

use of adverbs and adverbial phrases; and the use of adjectives. 
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2.2.4 Definition Diary 

 This research would discuss one types of recount; personal recount of diary. The 

term diary is very common. In Indonesia, diary is often called buku harian. It is usually 

made in order to make a reflection of personal purposes and sometimes can be more 

formal and public study (Anny, 2008: 9). The word diary itself derives from the Latin 

word dies meaning ‘a day’. A diary gives a daily account of what happens in a personal 

life (Sadler and Hayllar, 2000: 45). Usually most girls like writing a diary. A diary is a 

record (originally in written book format) with discrete entries arranged by date reporting 

on what has happened over the course of a day or other periods. Moreover, in Wikipedia 

states that  

A diary is a book for writing discrete entries arranged by date. It can be used for 
recording in advance of appointments and other planned activities, and or for 
reporting on what has happened over the course of a day or other periods. Such logs 
play a role in many aspects of human civilization, including governmental, 
business, and military records. 

 

 Generally the term is today employed for personal diaries, in which the writer 

may detail more personal information and normally intended to remain private or to have 

a limited circulation among friends or relatives. The word "journal" may be sometimes 

used for "diary," but generally one writes daily in a diary, whereas journal-writing can be 

less frequent. Bailey in Ken Hyland (1990: 215) defines diary and log studies as a first- 

person account of language learning or teaching experience, documented through regular, 

candid entries in a personal journal and then analyzed for recurring pattern or salient 

event.  
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2.2.4.1 Types of Diary 

 Students are generally encouraged to enter all relevant activities on a regular 

basis. Basically there are two types of diaries may be kept: personal and content area. In a 

personal diary, students write about anything in their lives that is of importance or 

interest. In a content area diary, the focus is on a specific academic topic; for example, 

students may keep track of progress in a science experiment or may write their personal 

views of events studied in a history class. For that reason, the type of diary which was 

used as method in this research was a personal diary.  

 Despite the fact that diary is considered as a private document or a record of live, 

sometime it is difficult to be used as method of analyzing data. Moreover there are 

several disadvantages using diary as a method of analyzing data as asserted by Joaquim 

Sá in his research of Diary Writing: A Research Method of Teaching and Learning. He 

states that the disadvantages of using diary as a method of analyzing data as follows 

These consist of the fact that they are sometimes hard to get hold of, the required 
information may not be available, there may be a bias of the original collector and it 
may be out of date before publication. There are also official records, and these 
should be reliable, but only if we can trust the writer. There are records that are 
beyond reproach; for example court records, the only way these could be incorrect is 
if the shorthand writer were to make a mistake. Of course the disadvantages of these 
are that no matter how accurate the record may be, it is only one side of the story, 
plus we are not always aware of what the circumstances were when the report was 
written, for instance a signed confession obtained by the police and given as evidence 
in a court of law, may well have been a true account of what happened, but what it 
does not say is what pressure the accused was under to give a confession. Newspaper 
reports are another form of secondary source; these of course are written by reporters 
whose job it is to sell papers. 

 Based on the above statement, however, writing diary still has advantages since it 

is done regularly, cheap, and the main point is that the writer is freely to write which later 

will gain natural writing. 
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2.2.5 Students of SMK 

2.2.5.1 Definition of SMK 

 SMK or popular with vocational education is training designed to advance 

individuals' general proficiency, especially in relation to their present or future 

occupations. The term does not normally include training for the professions. Other 

resource states that vocational education (or Vocational Education and Training (VET), 

also called Career and Technical Education (CTE)) prepares learners for careers that are 

based in manual or practical activities, traditionally non-academic and totally related to a 

specific trade, occupation or vocation, hence the term, in which the learner participates. It 

is sometimes referred to as technical education, as the learner directly develops expertise 

in a particular group of techniques or technology  ( http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ 

Vocational_education ).

 

2.2.5.2 General Teaching-Learning Process in SMK 

  Generally, vocation and career are used interchangeably. Vocational education 

might be contrasted with education in a usually broader scientific field, which might 

concentrate on theory and abstract conceptual knowledge, characteristic of tertiary 

education. Vocational education can be at the secondary or post-secondary level and can 

interact with the apprenticeship system. Up until the end of the twentieth century, 

vocational education focused on specific trades such as for example, an automobile 

mechanic or welder, and was therefore associated with the activities of lower social 

classes. As a consequence, it attracted a level of stigma. Vocational education is related 

to the age-old apprenticeship system of learning. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Academics
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Employment
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vocation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Technology
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Science
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theory
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Concept
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tertiary_education
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tertiary_education
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Secondary_education
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Post-secondary_education
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apprenticeship
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mechanic
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Welder
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_class
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_class
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apprenticeship
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2.2.5.3 Teaching Writing in SMK related to the Curriculum 

 Referred to the 2006 English Curriculum (Depdiknas: 24), the standard of 

competence of English for Senior High School includes vocational education is spoken 

and written by using kinds of language which suitable fluently and accuracy using 

common utterances in the daily life. Whereas in writing, the standard of competence is: to 

express various meanings fluently and accuracy (interpersonal, ideational, and textual) in 

various written text, to read interaction and monologue particularly in forms of 

description, narrative, spoof, recount, reports, news item, anecdote, analytical exposition, 

explanation, discussion, commentary and reviews. The minimum of criterion assessment 

(KKM) for English lesson in SMK N 2 Tegal as the object of this research is 60.  

 A level of stigma that called vocational education is related to the age–old 

apprenticeship system; however, the material given is the same as other general high 

schools included learning diary as a part of recount text.  

 

2.3 Theoretical Framework 

 This is a conclusion of some theoretical related to the study. Action research as 

one of reflection approach emphazises on the teacher’s reflection and feedback by means 

of deciding plan based on his or her findings. Usually, action research takes five activities 

in a whole of every cycles. They are planning, observation, action, reflection, and next 

planning. Therefore, someone who takes an action research should prepare some plans as 

held in this research. In the relation with correlational study, diary as a part of recount 

text is also taught in SMK. It correlates to the mastery of simple past tense as one 

components of witing process.  
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 Using diary to correlate students’ mastery of simple past tense is useful because 

they can do it daily or at least regularly. Besides, using diary as a method to correlate 

students’ mastery of simple past tense is helpful to accustom students write their 

experience as a way of self reflection learning. Writing diary is supposed to be done in 

order to make a correction of past experience which will be reflected as better view in the 

next futures. The analyzing process could not be presented because of the fact that diary 

is private. However, it is important to keep in mind that the end of the research is not the 

result but rather emphasized on the process. Therefore, I was respect to the students’ 

diary and maintained that their mastery of simple past tense could be analyzed without 

presenting their work but through the analysis of correlational study between two 

variables in the use of correlational statistics. 



CHAPTER III 

METHODS OF INVESTIGATION 

 

 This chapter, would explain research design, object of the study, population and 

sample of the study, variables of the study, hypotheses, instruments of the study, method  

of collecting data, and method of analyzing data.  

 

3.1 Research Design 

 Before doing the research, I prepared research design. The first was about 

deciding object of the study and sample of the study. Next I identified research variables. 

Brown (1988: 7) states that in the simplest terms, a variable is something that may vary, 

or differ. Generally, there are two variables; dependent and independent variables.  

 After identifying research variables, I proposed hypothesis. The hypothesis in this 

study said that there was a significant correlation between students’ mastery of simple 

past tense and their ability in using simple past tense in writing diary. Then I prepared 

instruments used in this research. The research instruments were simple past tense test 

both pre test and post test, written test of diary, questionnaire, and also lesson plan. I tried 

to prepare the instruments for two cycles just in case the first cycle was not satisfactory 

yet. Those instruments were used during research planning. However, the sequence of 

research is not always based on the planning. Therefore, during research the planning was 

often changed as the problem occurred. The next preparation was to choose method of 

collecting data and analyzing data. In collecting data, I used correlation action research to 

21 
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gather the data which would be analyzed by using correlation coefficient analysis. I also 

tried to analyze students’ progress by comparing through their achievement both in 

simple past tense and written test. 

 

3.2 Object of the Study 

 In this study I chose students of business and management majoring in SMK N 2 

Tegal as the object of this study. SMK N 2 Tegal is an institution that focuses on business 

and management which is divided into four branches; accounting, official administration, 

selling, and network computerized technical. There are 9 classes for one grade level, 7 

classes for second grade level and third grade level. The object in this study were the 

tenth year students of SMK N 2 Tegal especially students in the official administration 

(AP1).  

 I chose this institution as the object of the study because I wanted to know the 

correlation between students’ mastery of simple past tense and their ability in using it in 

writing diary by means of applying writing diary in the mastery of simple past tense. 

Besides, an official administration or AP1 students were unique. All of the students were 

female and this situation made me confident to apply diary as a method to discover the 

goal of this research because as far as I know most girls like writing in the form of diary. 

 

3.2.1 Population of the Study 

 According to Gay (1981: 85) population is the group of interest of the researcher, 

the group to which she or he would like the result of the study to be generalized. He also 

says that the defined population has at least one characteristic that differentiates it from 
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other groups. Furthermore, he adds that the two important points about populations are; 

first, population may be virtually any size and may cover almost any geographical area. 

The last is that the group the researcher would really like to generalize to is rarely 

available. For that reason, the term population is generally a realistic choice, not an 

idealistic one. The population of this study was students in SMK N 2 Tegal.  

 

3.2.2 Sample of the Study 

 After knowing population of the study, the next step was determining sample of 

the study. The sample here was students of official administration especially the tenth 

grade level. There were two classes of official administration tenth grade level. I took the 

AP1 students as the sample in this study. The sample was taken with cluster random 

sampling, means that the process of selecting a sample in such a way that the drawing of 

samples on the cluster basis which all individuals in the defined population have an equal 

and independent chance of being selected for the sample. 

 

3.3  Research Variables 

 According to Christensen (2001: 40), a variable is any characteristic of an 

organism, environment or experimental situation that can vary from one organism to 

another, from one environment to another or from one experimental situation to another. 

Furthermore he elaborates that there are two variables, independent and dependent. The 

independent variable is one of the conditions which is manipulated by the experimenter, 

and the dependent variable is the one that measures the influence of the independent 
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variable. The independent variable in this study was the student’s mastery of simple past 

tense; the dependent variable was the ability in using simple past tense in writing diary. 

 

3.4 Hypothesis 

 According to Riduan (2005: 42) there are two kinds of hypotheses. They are an 

alternative hypothesis (Ha) or often said working hypotheses (Hw) and Null hypotheses 

(Ho). Before taking this study, I proposed a hypothesis that students’ mastery of simple 

past tense has significant correlation with their ability in using simple past tense in 

writing diary (Hw). In other words, it can be formulated that Hypothesis working was 

stronger than Hypothesis Null or Hw > Ho. 

 

3.5  Instruments for Collecting Data 

 The instruments for collecting data were written tests pre-test and post-test about 

simple past tense. Besides, I also took try out, questionnaire related to five variables 

based on Heaton’s category and some photos about students’ activity in the classroom. 

Not to mention lesson plan used during teaching and learning process. 

 

3.5.1 Writing Test 

 The first instrument used in this research was writing test. In the first cycle, 

students were asked to write their own diary based on some topics given. The topics were 

about friendship, love, family, beach, and unforgettable experience. Students were free to 

choose one topic they were interested in. They were asked to write their own experince in 

the form of diary in 60 minutes. During the process, I also observed classroom condition. 
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3.5.1.1 Scoring Technique 

 After taking writing test, I evaluated students’ work. While giving scoring, I used 

writing recount scoring guidance. As cited in Harris (1969: 68-69) writing process 

considers some elements like content, grammar, form, style, and mechanics. Therefore, in 

evaluating students’ writing I consider those elements which has each rating scale. The 

scoring technique was based on Heaton (1975: 109-111) which had been modified by 

Anny (2008) that in giving scoring should consider generic structure, language features, 

spelling and puntuation, and fluency. So students’ writing would be evaluated using those 

guidance which can be seen in the table of writing recount scoring guidance. 

 

3.5.2 Try out 

 Try out was also used in this research in order to measure a test validity, 

reliability and discriminating power. The items test in the try out consisted of 30 items 

which were tested in different classes. In this case, I chose network computerized 

technical students for the measurement of the instrument. The English teacher suggested 

that students of that classroom were good enough in English. In the analyzing the try out 

test, there were three steps. The first, I tried to analyzed validity of the try out test by 

using Pearson’s Product Moment formula. 
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In which 

r xy : The correlation of the scores on the two halves of the test. 

N   : The number of students 

X   : The score of each number items 
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Y   : The sum of all number items 

(Riduan, 2005: 98) 

 Secondly, I analyzed reliability by means of Kuder Richardson-20 (KR-20) as I 

have shown below. 
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 The last step I analyzed the discriminating power which is computing using the 

following formula. 
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In which 

MH :  The mean of the upper group 

ML : The mean of the lower group 

∑ 2
1X  : The sum of deviation of each students in upper group 

∑ 2
2X  : The sum of deviation of each students in lower group 

1n          :    The testes in upper group or lower group 
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 After the t value was obtained, each number of the items was then checked with 

critical value of t table. Thus, if the obtained t value was higher than t table, the item was 

said discriminate significantly. 

 Because of the items were proven of their validity and reliability, the number of 

items would be reduced for the fixed test. There were 25 items which were tested in 

students’ research both in pre test and post test of simple past tense. The test of simple 

past tense would be done in the pre test before being given treatment and in the post test 

after being given treatment by means of writing diary. 

 

3.5.3 Questionnaire 

 A questionnaire also was used in this research to support primary data. According 

to Oppenheim (1966:223), the purpose of questionnaire as a whole is measurement.  It 

consisted of five variables based on Heaton’s category. They were students’ interest, the 

advantage, students’ achievement, the relevance, and sustainability. The questionnaire 

consisted of 10 questions considering the five variables based on Heaton’s category. In 

constructing the questionnaire, I used closed question in the form of multiple choice 

items. As cited in Oppenheim (1966:40), a closed question is one of which the respondent 

is offered a choice of alternative replies. In this research, there were three options namely 

a, b, and c. Each option was scored based on the quality of each variable. The score 

ranges from 1 to 3 would be shown below. 

  Table 3.1 The Score Ranges of Questionnaire’s Options 

Option Score 

A 3 
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B 2 

C 1 

 The score shows that A has high score, B has medium score, and C has low score. 

In the questionnaire interpretation, I also used classification of graded scores based on 

Heaton as I inserted in the appendixes. 

 

3.6 Method of Collecting Data 

 In this study I used quantitative method especially correlation action research. 

Kemmis (1985: 32) as cited in Arum (2008) says that action research is a form of self 

inquiry under-taken by participants in social situations in order to improve the rationality 

and justice of their social or educational situations in which the practice is carried out. In 

doing so, an action research takes at least two cycles containing some steps such as 

planning, observation, action, reflection, and next planning. The cycle action is done until 

the target reaches the goal of the research. If the target is not achieved yet, the researcher 

will conduct the next cycle after revising the plan. I also used a correlation approach in 

collecting data. It means that during data gathering, I also got the data by searching 

correlation between students’ mastery of simple past tense and their ability in using 

simple past tense in writing diary. Of course, this had been done by means of giving tests 

about simple past tense and written test. 

 

3.7  Types of Data 

 In this study, the type of data was a descriptive statistics which measures central 

tendency, variability, relationship, and relative position. The measures of central 
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tendency are used to determine the typical or average score; measures of variability 

indicate how spread out a group of scores; measures of relationship indicate to what 

degree two sets of scores are related; and measures of relative position describe a 

subject’s performance compared to performance of all other subjects. 

 

3.8 Method of Analyzing Data 

 In analysing data, I used correlational statistics which involves nothing more than 

collecting data on two or more variables for each individual in a sample and computing a 

correlational coefficien as said by Gall and Brog (2003: 320) in Tias (2006). The data 

would be analyzed using Pearson’s Product Moment formula. 

r xy = { }{ })()(
)()(
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In which 

r xy : The correlation of the scores on the two halves of the test. 

N   : The number of students 

X   : The score of each number items 

Y   : The sum of all number items 

(Riduan, 2005: 98) 

 According to Gay (1985: 185), when two variables are correlated the result is a 

correlation coefficient. It is a decimal number between .00 and +1.00 or .00-1.00 which 

indicates the degree of two variables related. If the coefficient near +1.00, the variables 

are positively correlates. A person with a high score on one variable is likely to have a 

high score on the other variable, and a person with a low score on one variable is likely to 

have a low score on the other variable. An increase on one variable is associated with an 
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increase on the other variable. If the coefficient is near .00, the variables are not related. 

This means that a person’s score on one variable is not identified of what the person’s 

score on the other variable. If the coefficient is near -1.00, the variables are inversely 

related. This means that a person’s score on one variable tends to he has a low score on 

the other variable and vice versa. 



CHAPTER IV 

RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

 

 In this chapter, I tried to discuss each data found during the research took place. The data 

finding included try out test which tended to analyze validity and reliability of items test, data 

analyses of the pre-test and post-test both were simple past tense and writing test. Moreover, I 

also inserted data analyses of questionnaire related to the students’ interest in learning English. 

Each of those data was taken from the activities in every action research cycles among others 

were planning, observation, action, and reflection. In this final project, I only did two cycles; 

cycle I and cycle II. 

 

4. 1 Analyses of the Cycle I 

 This cycle contained four activities; planning, observation, action, and reflection. During 

took cycle I, I started the analyses from planning. In this case I had prepared everything needed 

during the research. The preparation consisted of lesson plan; source of material given during 

teaching learning process included a note as self reflection of teaching and learning process. 

After planning, then I continued the next step of observation. In doing this, I did not analyze data 

in statistical method, but I just give a description from what I had observed. In observing sample 

of the study, I collaborated with the English teacher of this classroom. I tried to talk to the 

teacher in order to ask some questions about students. The questions were about students’ 

achievement, students’ interest and some problems around the students in studying English. 

Besides that searching data from the teacher, I also asked some questions to students themselves. 

31 
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The questions were about their interest and achievement in English subject and their problem 

during studying. I also asked their comments about the teacher‘s teaching method. 

 

4.1.1 Analyses of the Try Out Test 

 Before doing the research, I took the try out test to examine validity and reliability of the 

instrument. In the try out test, I took 30 item tests about simple past tense for students in 60 

minutes. Those items test were divided into four parts. The first part consisted of seven items 

about affirmative or positive sentences, the second also consisted of seven items test about 

making negative sentences. The third part consisted of six items test about making interrogative 

sentences, and the last one was about completion test using correct verbs and to be of the simple 

past tense. The try out was held on April, 25th 2009 in the TKJ or network computerized 

technical class followed by 28 students. After conducting the try out, I analyzed result of  the try 

out in order to check validitiy, reliability, and discriminating power.  

 

4.1.1.1 Validity 

 Arikunto (1995) in Riduan (2005: 97) says that validity is a measurement that proved 

valid of any kinds of instrument. In other words, validity is a proven that the instrument valid to 

be measured. The validity of the try out was analysed by using Pearson’s Product Moment 

formula. 

 Riduan (2005: 98) assumes that the instrument is valid if rxy > r table. In addition he 

adds that validity can be seen through the index correlation criterion (r) as about 0, 800 to 1, 000 

is classified into very high, 0, 600 to 0, 799 is high; 0, 400 to 0, 599  is medium; 0, 200 to 0, 399 

is low; 0,000 to 0, 199 is very low (invalid). Based on the analyses, got rxy = 0,6716 and r table 
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or r value = 0, 349. Because rxy is higher than r tabel, the instrument of try out test was valid. 

However the test shows that five items belonged to invalid. So I had to throw them away. The 

five items test which were invalid existed in part A number 4, 6, 7, part B number 12, and part D 

number 25. 

 

4.1.1.2 Reliability 

 The second analyses was measument of reliability. According to Arikunto (2002: 70), a 

perfect reliable measurement is the one that is completely accurate or free from error. It means 

that the reliability of a test is the same whenever it was tested in different time.  

In this research, I used Kuder Richardson-20 (KR-20) as a computation method to measure 

reliability of the try out.  

 The result of reliability was achieved 0, 941. It was higher than r value which got 0, 349, 

therefore the try out could be considered reliable. 

 The analysis gave some information that there were five items test which was not valid 

nor reliable. The five items test that were not reliable were in part A number 4, 6, part B number 

12, 15, and part D number 25. From these analysis, I had to get rid of several numbers of the 

item test. They were number 4, 6, and 7 in part A, number 12 in part B, and number 25 in part D. 

 Therefore the total number of final instrument used in the research were only 25 items 

test. I decided to use this instrument for testing students’ mastery of simple past tense in pre test 

and post test because the instrument had already been tested and I considered that the students 

could do the test. 
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4.1.1.3 Discriminating Power 

 Other analysis in the try out was discriminating power. As one of characteristics of a 

good test (Anny, 2008: 26), discriminating power is needed in order to understand how the 

proficient students will consistent do the test. It means that by using discriminating power, 

students’ ability can be analysed whether the proficient students perfomed well on the whole test 

tended to do well or badly on each item test. As Heaton (1975: 173) says that the discrimination 

index or discrimination power of an item indicates the extent to which the item discriminates 

between the more able tested from the less able.The result of discriminating power is analyzed 

with the formula which has different interval and its own critetion. The result of discriminating 

power 0, 69. The computation could be seen in the appendixes. 

Table 4.1 The Interval and Criterion of Discriminating Power 

Interval Criteria 
   DP < 0.00 Very Poor 
0.00 < DP < 0.20 Poor 
0.20 < DP < 0.40 Satisfactory 
0.40 < DP < 0.70 Good 
0.70 < DP < 1.00 Excellent 

 

4.1.2 Analyses of the Pre-test 

 After finishing the try out test, the next step was to give pre test for the sample of this 

research. The pre test itself belonged to the first cycle done to discover how far the students’ 

mastery of simple past tense before being given treatment. The pre test was held on May, 1st 

2009 in the official administration or AP1 class followed by 35 students. The pre test consisted 

of 25 items test finished in 60 minutes. The instrument consisted of four parts as in the try out 

test. They were part A contained four numbers that change the verbs and to be in the past tense 

form, part B contained six numbers in which students were supposed to make negative sentences, 
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part C contained six numbers asked students to make interrogative sentences, and the last part D 

contained nine numbers supposed students to fill the completion test about some verbs and to be 

based on correct simple past tense.  

 

4.1.2.1 The Analyses of Pre-test Simple Past Tense 

 The students’ result in pre test was analyzed by counting the total correct numbers 

divided by the total numbers of item test. From the analysis, there were four students who got 

high mark upper 90, eight students got medium mark around 80 up to 88, fiftheen students got 

the average mark around 60 up to 76, and the rest around seven students who got mark 

underaverage. From this result, I could say that students’ mastery of simple past tense in this 

class were good enough, but this fact could not give a decision that students’ mastery of simple 

past tense would do in writing simple past tense especially in writing diary.  

 

4.1.2.2 The Analyses of Pre-test Writing 

 After giving pre test simple past tense, next I continued giving writing test using simple 

past tense. In this case, the students were supposed to write their own experince using simple 

past tense. This acitivty done to reveal how well students arrange their own story using correct 

grammar. While giving pre test writing, students were free to creat their own experience 

choosing one topic they interested in. The topic given as, friendship, love, family, beach, and 

unforgettable experience. The students’ result in writing pre test was very surprised. Most of 

them made mistake more often. Not to mention students who got high mark in the pre test simple 

past tense. They also did a lot of mistakes in using simple past tense such as, using regular and 

irregular properly, change sentences from affirmative or positive into negative and interrogative 
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sentences. From the writing pre test, no one got eighty. Only one student got 78. Two students 

got 71 to 72, eight students got the average mark 61 to 68, and the rest got underaverage mark. I 

could infer that students’ ability in writing diary using the simple past tense is still unsatisfactory 

yet. 

 

4.2 The Analyses of the Cycle II 

 After the first cycle finished, I found that students’ mastery of simple past tense and their 

ability in using simple past tense in writing diary were not unsatisfactory  yet, then I decided to 

do cycle II. Of course during this cycle, I still used the same steps; planning, observing, acting, 

and reflecting. In determining planning I took material based on students achievement in the first 

cycle. The result in the first cycle showed that students still confused in using regular and 

irregular. Therefore in this cycle I focused on those scope teaching learning process. I taught the 

students about simple past tense deeply especially using diary. So, in the teaching learning 

process I just drill students to do some exercises about simple past tense and writing diary.  

 During teaching and learning process in cycle II, I also observing students interaction. I 

tried to make note for every meeting and the result was that the students looked more interested 

and brave in asking question. Most students were active and interested in joining the teaching 

learning process.  

 The next step was action. In this case, I tried to encourage students to be active. 

Therefore, in doing this step I emphasized on most activity both spoken and written exercises, 

for instance students were supposed to explain about simple past tense and diary to their friends 

orally and other students would respond to her explanation. Another one was that students were 

asked to make their own diary and told their friends about it.  
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 The last step was reflection. In this case, I just gave test both writing and simple past 

tense as the post test. Before giving the post test, I reviewed all lessons studied, the students 

would remember the last lesson.  

 

4.2.1 The Analyses of the Post-test 

 The post-test was held on May,  22nd 2009 followed by 34 students. It lasted for 120 

minutes. There were two sessions in the post test. The first session was simple past tense test and 

the other one was writing test. The simple past tense test consisted of four parts. Total of the 

items test were the same as the pre test. Part  A contained four numbers that change the verbs and 

to be in the past tense form, part B contained six numbers in which students were supposed to 

make negative sentences, part C contained six numbers which asked students to make 

interrogative sentences, and the last part D contained nine numbers supposed students to fill the 

completion test about some verbs and to be based on correct simple past tense. 

 

4.2.1.1 The Analyses of the Post-test Simple Past Tense 

 In the post test simple past tense, students’ result were analyzed through statistical 

method. It gave a description that there were seven students who got very excellent marks. They 

got a hundred. Two students got 96, fourteen students got mark 80 to 88, seven students got mark 

72 to 76, one student ghot 68, and two students got underaverage. Although the post test was 

done, there were still two students who did not get satisfactory mark. However, those two 

students had shown progress in mastering simple past tense though not significant. Basically, 

during the simple past tense post test, all of students did the test seriously. Most of them tried to 

do their best.  
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4.2.1.2 The Analyses of the Post-test Writing 

 In the writing post test, students looked more free and enthusiastic in writing down their 

own diary. Their structure was good and there was progress in their ability to use simple past 

tense systematically. Their language seemed more natural and expressive. Every element in the 

recount as shown in the form of diary were done well. They made the story using good 

chronological order, specific participant, and correct language feature. Moreover they seemed to 

understand more in using regular and irregular verbs and to be. Based on their writing was got 

average mark. All of he students could achieved the minimum of criterion assessment (KKM) of 

the English lesson that was 60. It means that the students’ assessment in the writing post test got 

mark more than 60 or equal to 60. Based on the analyses, there was a student who got eighty, 

fourteen students got mark 70 to 79, and nineteen students got the average mark 60 to 69. If 

compared with the result in the pre test, there was progress of students’ writing. The students’ 

progress were 7.071326 %. 

 

4.2.2 The Analyses of Questionnaire 

 After obtaining the result of both pre test and post test, I also analyzed questionnaire to 

support the primary data. The questionnaire was given after the post test done on May, 22nd 

2009. There were ten numbers of questions. The questions were designed by considering five 

variables based on Heaton’s category. Those were students’ interest, the advantage, students’ 

achievement, the relevance, and sustainability.  

 Question about students’ interest were on number 1, 3, and 5, question about the 

advantage showed in number 10. Next question was about the students’ achievement were on 

number 2, 4, and 9. For the questions about the relevance and sustainability were on 4, 6, 7, 8, 

and 10. Each question had three options namely a, b, and c with the score range 3, 2, and 1. 
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During analyzing the questionnaire, I tried to find out mean of each issue of the questionnaire 

given to the students. From the analyzing was got mean for each issue or question like, 2, 03; 1, 

77; 2, 03; 1, 9; 2, 26; 2; 2, 83; 2, 7; 1, 31; and 2.  

 After finished analyzing mean of each issue, then I matched those mean with the 

classification of graded scores of questionnaire. Because some questions had the same issue, I 

tried to describe the mean by representing five questions covering all the five variables. Those 

questions were number 1, 2, 7, 8, and 10. The mean were 2, 03; 1, 77; 2, 83; 2, 7; and 2 which 

would be referred as the table below. 

Table 4.2 Classification of Graded Scores of Questionnaire 
 

Range of 
Mean 

Students’ 
Interest 

The 
Advantage 

Students’ 
Achievement

The 
Relevance 

Sustainability

0.00-1.00 Low Not 
Helpful 

Low Not 
Relevant 

Not 
Necessary 

1.01-2.00 Medium Helpful Medium Relevant Necessary 
2.01-3.00 High Very 

Helpful 
High Very 

Relevant 
Very 

Necessary 
 

Table 4.3 Mean of Questionnaire Analyses 

Issue Mean Category 

Students’ interest 2, 03 High 

The Advantage 1, 77 Helpful 

Students’ Achievement 2, 83 High 

The Relevance 2, 7 Very Relevant 

Sustainability 2 Necessary 

 

 The result of questionnaire is useful to describe another objective of this study. That is to 

describe what factors are influence on students’ mastery of simple past tense and their ability in 

using simple past tense in writing diary. Based on the questionnaire’s issue, there is several 
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factors influence on students’ mastery simple past tense. They are students’ curiosity, interest, 

and achievement. Students’ curiosity is important as a starting point to the next factors. When 

they are curious, it will create an interest to discover what they will know. If they have had 

curiosity and interest, they will attempt to love it deeply. Finally, by having hard effort they can 

gain maximize achievement.  

 

 4.3 Discussion of the Research Findings 

 In this session, I would discuss the research findings include (1) the analyses of students’ 

ability in general, (2) test significance, and (3) the advantages and the weakness of using diary. 

 

4.3.1 Analyses of the Students’ Ability in General 

 In the analyses of the students’ ability in general will present about (1) the analyses of 

students’ mastery of simple past tense before and (2) after being given treatment. 

 

4.3.1.1 Analyses of Students’ Mastery of Simple Past Tense before Treatment 

 In the first time students given pre test about simple past tense, their ability was low.. 

They still had difficulties in mastering simple past tense. Moreover when it was correlated to the 

regular and irregular verbs and to be. Some of them seemed to tackle the difficulties by guessing 

as added –ed in every verb of simple past tense. At first they faced difficulties when I introduced 

the use of diary in mastering simple past tense. Meanwhile, they were confused of simple past 

tense. When they tried to write their own diary, the result was very unsatisfactory. Besides many 

mistakes in the use of simple past tense, they wrote the story not clearly. The events were not 

written in good chronological order. In other words, they wrote their own story unwell. 
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4.3.1.2 The Analyses of Students’ Mastery of Simple Past Tense after Treatment 

 After being given treatment of writing diary, it was found that students’ mastery of 

simple past tense improved. They progess in mastering simple past tense than before being given 

treatment. They did not face difficulties in writing diary. They could organize the sentences well. 

All of the elements in recount appeared in their story which was good in chronologicaly, the use 

of specific participant, generic structure, and the use of language feature. Moreover, their 

mastery of simple past tense increased as proven by achieving excellent mark in simple past 

tense and reached the minimum of criterion assessment (KKM) of English lesson applied. 

 

4.3.2 Test Significance 

 During the research, I used correlation action research. The basic characteristic of action 

research is to overcome problems found in the teaching and learning process by means 

educational method step by step. Therefore, measuring the method needed test. As common in 

action research, there are at least two cycles which always apply test namely pre test and post 

test. The test significance was done through pre test writing and simple past tense and post test 

writing and simple past tense. There was significant students’mastery of simple past tense and 

their ability in writing diary using simple past tense. It could be proven by comparing students’ 

results both in pre test and post test. The students’ progress was 7.071326 and the correlation was 

gained with determinant index 83,6% on a = 5% with N=35.This means that the correlation 

between students’ mastery of simple past tense and their ability in using simple past in writing 

diary had very high correlation.  
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4.3.3 The Advantages and Weakness of Writing Diary 

 Although the result  proved that there was correlation between students’ mastery of 

simple past tense and their ability in using simple past tense in wtiting diary, I found both 

advantages and weaknesses in using those methods. The advantages of writing diary in 

correlating students mastery of simple past tense was that students could be more interested and 

were enthusiactic in learning simple past tense by using diary than doing such kind of grammar 

exercises. The next advantage was that students would not get distressed if they were asked to 

write story using English because they had experienced it. Writing diary also made students feel 

more relaxed to apply the formula of simple past tense because they could use it through writing 

diary using past tense regularly. The last advantage was that writing diary made students to be 

more aware of using any kinds of verbs because they write by themselves and they could make 

self correction about their mistake. 

 The students’ mastery of simple past tense could be correlated to writing diary. However, 

this method also had weakness in the process. One of the weaknesses of mastering simple past 

tense using diary was that students were difficult to assess their writing of simple past tense 

because they wrote it in the form of diary which is confidential as private area to be shown for 

public. Therefore, it was difficult to check whether their mastery of simple past tense were good 

or not. Another one of the weaknesses of writing diary was that students often create words by 

guessing the form of simple past tense. This case was possible due to the fact that they are free to 

write down anything. On the contrary it was not shown in the test, as it uses conventional method 

or certain procedures.  

 



CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS  

 

This chapter will present several conclusions and suggestions based on problems 

of the study both for the teacher and students. 

 

5.1 Conclusions 

The objective of this research was to describe how significant is the correlation 

between students’ mastery of simple past tense and their ability in using it in writing 

diary and to describe what factors are influence on students’ mastery of simple past tense 

and their ability in using simple past tense in writing diary. The research was held in 

SMK N 2 Tegal whose population was students of official administration class and the 

tenth year students in AP1 as the sample in the academic year of 2008/2009 second 

semester. I tried to explain how students’ mastery of simple past tense would correlate 

with their ability in using simple past tense in writing diary. The research used correlation 

action research of two cycles.  

During the research, I applied two cycles in which conducting test of simple past 

tense and writing diary. The difference was that in cycle I the test was pre test which was 

done before being given treatment. Meanwhile, in the cycle II the test was post test was 

done after being given treatment. The students’ result in pre test and post test were 

analyzed statistically to measure the significant and students’ progress. By using the 

formula it was obtained that the level significant was 0, 344 with determinant index 83, 
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6% for α = 5%. Therefore it could be said that the correlation between students’ mastery 

of simple past tense and their ability in using simple past tense was very high and the use 

of writing diary was proper, helpful, and necessary to correlate students’ mastery of 

simple past tense.  

The last was that teachers can apply writing diary as a method of attracting 

students’ enthusiasm in the mastery of simple past tense because they can do it regularly 

and make them accustomed to give self reflection of their writing. What is meant by 

giving self reflection is that the students could make self correction towards their writing 

grammatically and systematically which is useful for them to be aware of creating a text. 

Besides, there are several factors which influence students’ mastery of simple past tense 

and their ability in using simple past tense in writing diary. They are students’ curiosity, 

interest, and achievement. Students’ curiosity is important as a starting point to the next 

factors. When they are curious, it will create an interest to discover what they will know. 

If they have had curiosity and interest, they will attempt to love it deeply. Finally, by 

having hard effort they can gain maximize achievement.  

Another one is that writing diary helps them to make a correction and ponder their 

past experience for the sake of better future. One important thing to be realized is that 

writing diary is considered private area which is impolite read in public. This condition 

often regarded as one of the disadvantages of writing diary.  

The main points is not based on the result, but rather emphasized on the process 

they passed. It could be described as if a student who got high mark but he was not 

satisfactory with the process he learned. In other case, a student who got lower mark felt 

satisfactory with the process overall. These different students were the same as the object 
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of study which is applied writing diary, but they were different from enjoying the process 

which is useful everlasting rather than gaining the result. For this reason, I was respect of 

the fact that diary is private area and I tried to keep in secret students’ diary of course it 

had been evaluated using recount scoring guidance as the students’ measurement. 

 

5.2 Suggestions 

 During the research, I could not deny that I found difficulties. Although I had 

prepared everything and collaborated with the English teacher, sometimes the sequence 

of research could not be done as planned. Therefore, sometimes I changed the planning 

depended on the students’ condition.  

 The difficulty is related to time management of the classroom. Also strategies to 

make students interaction could run more actively. For that reason, there are several 

suggestions proposed not only for the teacher, but also for the students especially the 

institution where this study is conducted. For the teacher, it is needed to estimate the time 

effectively and efficiency related to the teaching and learning process. Another one is that 

the teacher is able to handle the classroom communicatively and giving assignment for 

every meeting in order to reach students interaction and get in touch with the material 

given, and the last is that it is better to design planning based on students’ need and 

condition and make a note everything found during teaching learning process in order to 

make a self reflection. 

 All of suggestions were proposed not only for the teacher, but also for the 

students as the English foreign leaner such as it is better ask to the teacher if they find 

difficulties, record every experience through writing diary as an initiative to increase 
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awareness of using grammar correctly and correcting our life in order to a better future. 

The last is that it is better to memorize and differentiate irregular pattern in mastering 

simple past tense. 
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