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ABSTRACT

Teguh Riyanto. 2010. The Illusion of American Dream. Final Project, English Department, Language and Art Faculty of Semarang State University, First Advisor: Dwi Anggara Asianti, S.S, M.Pd, Second Advisor: Dr. Djoko Sutopo, M.Si.
Key words: American Dream

The final project intends to analyze the term of American Dream and how Americans give the value toward it. Since the American Dream is considered as the spirit of American people, the American Dream becomes the most fundamental part of Americans life. Thus, the writer chose a movie entitled The Pursuit of Happyness as the object of the study. The movie described the concept of American Dream and how the flaws of the dream implemented by American people. 
The writer collected the data through some steps, they were reading and watching, selecting, and classifying data from the movie entitled The Pursuit of Happyness. Then, the writer tried to analyze and interpret the collected data to do the report of the study. The writer also used some references which were taken from books, journals and articles downloaded from internet that had relation with the movie, data and theories that underlined the stud, to support the analysis.

From this study, the writer found that there are flaws of American Dream. Firstly, the American Dream was the concept consisting of three ideologies; happiness, individualism and meritocracy. Basically, happiness was individual right to what he/she wants to become. This was such kind of fulfillment of individual. However, for American people, happiness was considered as no more than gold and wealth. Secondly, individualism on the basic meaning was a belief that everyone is master of his/her own fate. Individualistic was a belief in which one emphasizes on him/herself to reach what he wants. Unfortunately, in fact, the idea of individualism was in contrast with the goal of the American Dream to make a better life. Precisely, individualism gave the bad impact especially in social life since individualism drove Americans being individualistic, egoistic and selfish. The third was the American Dream’s ideology of Meritocracy. The basic idea of meritocracy was that everyone presumably has an equal chance in America to do reach success. Everyone is regarded as equal. However, there is still any discrimination in American toward Black Americans.

I suggest for the next researcher to analyze about the relationship between American Dream and global free-market economic system in modern society.
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