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ABSTRACT
Lestari, Sri. 2010. The Existence of Old Tradition in Modernity in The Mistress of Spices Movie. Final Project. English Literature. English Department. Faculty of Languages and Arts. Semarang State University. Advisor I: Dr. Joko Sutopo, M.Si and Advisor II: Bambang Purwanto, S.S., M.Hum.
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Film is the imperfection of drama or plays because the elements of these two are not different. In this research, the writer chose to analyze drama-related works called film entitled ‘The Mistress of Spices’ because this film shows the life of immigrant and minority group doing their life in America. This study analyzes modernity and old tradition. The aims of the study are investigating the existence of modernity revealed in the film, identifying the existence of old tradition reflected in the film and finding out the correlation of modernity and old tradition.

The writer used descriptive qualitative analysis in conducting the study. The data were gathered by watching the film, making the script, identifying, classifying, selecting and reporting the data. Procedure of analyzing the data were describing, explaining, interpreting and elaborating.


The results of the study are: 1) Modernity described in this film are: going abroad (overseas) as a tourist, using high technology in communication, official working, free in socialization, uncaste oriented, and fast food; 2) The old tradition revealed in this film are: (a) using spices for certain purpose, here means to keep mental health, to keep nourishment, to sustain love and make friends; (b) having particular skills related to magic, here means: invulnerable to the pain and fire, the ability to speak to the spices and the ability to foresee the future; (c) believing in fortune teller; (d) keeping certain rules. The third result for this study is the existance of old tradition in modernity that can be found in the movie.

This study hopefully could improve the reader’s understanding about the important of old tradition in modern society. And finally, the writer hopes this research could be useful for students as their reference to conduct another research in the same field. 
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