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ABSRACT 

Azizah, S.W. A Final Project. The Effectiveness of the Use of Kang Guru 
Magazine "The Joy's Club" as an Authentic Medium in 
Teaching Reading Comprehension. English Department. 
Languages and Arts Faculty. Semarang State University. The 
First Advisor: Prof. Dr. Mursid Saleh, M.A., the Second 
Advisor: Maria Johana Ari W., S.S., M.Si. 

Keywords: Kang Guru Magazine "The Joy's Club", Reading Comprehension, 
Junior High School, Experimental Research. 

This final project tried to examine the use of Kang Guru Magazine "The 
Joy's Club" as a medium to develop students' reading comprehension skill in 
junior high school for the eighth grade of SMP N 3 Talang in academic year 
20101201 1. The objective of this study was to find out whether Kang Guru 
Magazine can improve the students' achievement in reading comprehension skill 
or not. 

The subject of the study was the eighth grade of junior high school 
students of SMP N 3 Talang. She chose two classes fiom class VIII A and VIII C 
for her experiment. The one was as an experimental group and the other was as a 
control group. The writer used multiple-choice reading test to collect data. 

The result of the final test showed that there was an improvement of the 
students' reading comprehension skill after the students were taught by using 
Kang Guru Magazine "The Joy's Club ". It can be seen fiom the average of post 
test of the experimental group was higher than the control group. Besides, the 
result of t-test was 6.33 and the theoretical t-value for the degree of freedom of 44 
was 1.66. Therefore, the obtained t-value at significant level of 0.05 was greater 
than the critical value. This means that the improvement was significant. Based on 
the result above, Kang Guru Magazine "The Joy's Club" can be interesting and 
appropriate reading material for the junior high school students. Hence, it may be 
said that the Kang Guru Magazine "the Joy's Club" will have a better role to 
improve the students' ability in reading comprehension. 
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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

 

Chapter 1 presents an introduction. It includes background of the study, 

reasons for choosing the topic, statement of the problem, objectives of the study, 

significant of the study, hypothesis, and outline of the study.  

 

1.1 Background of the Study  

Man is a social being, who always needs company in his life. It can be imagined 

hardly that he should live all alone by himself without anyone to help him. As the 

social being, he lives in a community. For adapting in the community, human 

being has to cooperate with one another.  It is for the purpose of this cooperation 

that he needs a means of communication in his social group, which is called 

“language”. With language man can express his minds, ideas, and wishes to 

others.  

For the time being, English gets an important role in the wide world. Most 

media of science and technology use it, such as magazines, computers, internets, 

etc. So, everyone was hoped mastery it.  

Since English is the most common international language that is used in 

the world, Indonesia also chooses English as the first foreign language. One thing 

that can be done by foreign language learners to master a foreign language is 

reading. It is one of the channels of communication for someone in mastering the 
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foreign language and also a channel of communication with the global 

community. 

As the foreign language in Indonesia, English is taught at schools. Reading 

in language learning plays an important role. The goals of teaching at junior high 

school are mainly to prepare the students to be able to read and write English well. 

Moreover, the curriculum of the secondary school in Indonesia states that one of 

the aims of it is that the students in reading are expected to be able to grasp the 

meaning of the texts.  

Unfortunately, reading for students in Indonesia is one of the most poorly 

developed skills, primarily reading English books, magazines, or other texts. 

Reading is unusual habit for students, whereas, it is known as one of the skills to 

improve students’ in learning the foreign language besides listening, speaking, 

and writing. 

Ramelan (1992: 1) stated that Teaching English in Indonesia is teaching 

language to students whose native language is quite different both phonologically 

and grammatically from that of foreign language. Therefore, why is it difficult for 

Indonesian students to learn English. 

The Indonesian Government always makes effort to improve the 

education. The quality of the teachers and other components which are involved 

in educational process are improved from time to time. There are many ways to 

make improvement and one of them is by making better media in the teaching 

learning process. 
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Media will be very useful if they are prepared by teacher carefully, and 

then used effectively to support the teaching learning process.  As we know, 

learning reading gives us boredom, moreover in reading English. So, as a teacher 

has to make the atmosphere in learning reading becomes interesting and fun. 

Because it is a must for English teachers to motivate their students in order that 

they like reading very much.  

Based on consideration above, the writer thinks that the Kang Guru 

Magazine “The Joy’s Club” can motivate students to read more, enrich students’ 

vocabulary and knowledge. It also can be used as a material in teaching reading 

comprehension since the magazine is colorful, the paragraphs are short, and the 

story is simple, interesting, and easy to be understood so it is suitable for students 

in the basic level of reading. SMP students can improve their English skills. 

Hopefully by reading Kang Guru Magazine “The Joy’s Club”, the students will 

be more motivated in reading an English text. 

 

1.2 Reasons for Choosing the Topic 

The reasons of the writer for choosing the title ‘The Effectiveness of the Use of 

Kang Guru Magazine “The Joy’s Club” as an Authentic Medium in Teaching 

Reading’ are as follow: 

(1) Kang Guru Magazine especially on “The Joy’s Club”, as the authentic 

medium in teaching reading is very interesting with the colorful pictures 

and able to give students motivation to read in English. 
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(2) Kang Guru Magazine “The Joy’s Club” as the authentic medium in 

teaching reading can be useful and gives students the great knowledge in 

learning English. Since they find new words, they will try to look up the 

meaning of words. So it will enrich their vocabularies or improve reading 

comprehension.  

(3) “The Joy’s Club” on Kang Guru Magazine as the authentic medium in 

teaching reading can break the boredom in the learning process. 

 

1.3 Statement of the Problems 

The problems stated in this research are: 

(1) How does the control group perform in the test of reading comprehension? 

(2) How does the experimental group perform in the test of reading 

comprehension? 

(3) Does the experimental group perform better than the control group? 

 

1.4 The Objectives of the Study 

The main objectives of the study are: 

(1) To find out how Kang Guru Magazine “The Joy’s Club” can improve 

students’ reading comprehension. 

(2) To know the significant difference on reading comprehension achievement 

between two groups?  
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1.5 Hypothesis        

The hypothesis of this study is the use of the Kang Guru Magazine “The Joy’s 

Club” is effective on improving the student’s reading comprehension of the eight 

grade students of SMP N 3 Talang-Tegal in academic year 2010/2011.  

 

1.6 Significance of the Study 

Significance of the study is that it can help both the teachers and the students in 

the teaching and learning process. Not only Kang Guru Magazine “The Joy’s 

Club” can be used to test the readability of texts, it can also be used for teaching 

to develop the reading skill. 

 

1.7 Outline of the Report 

This study is arranged systematically as follows: 

Chapter I is an introduction. It includes background of the study, reasons 

for choosing the topic, statement of the problem, objectives of the study, and 

outline of the study. 

Chapter II deals with the theoretical foundation of the study obtained from 

reviewing related literature which discusses about definition of reading, purpose 

of reading, definition of reading comprehension, strategies in teaching reading 

comprehension, definition and the role of media, and experimental research. 

Chapter III presents method of investigation, which consists of research 

design, population and sample, research procedure, research instrument, and 

techniques of data analysis.  
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Chapter IV contains the analysis and the discussion of research findings.  

Chapter V consists of the conclusions of the research and suggestions 

based on the results of the research findings. 
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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF THE RELATED LITERATURE 

 

Chapter II deals with the theoretical foundation of the study obtained from 

reviewing related literature which discusses about definition of reading, purpose 

of reading, definition of reading comprehension, strategies in teaching reading 

comprehension, definition and the role of media, and experimental research. 

 

2.1 Reading 

2.1.1 Definition of Reading  

Reading is one of the best ways to learn new things. It plays an important role in 

learning English as a foreign language. English texts enrich the readers with new 

vocabularies, structure of English sentences and also the knowledge of its culture. 

Reading is described in a variety of ways, depending on the concepts underlying 

the definitions. Different experts may have different definitions of reading.  

This is expressed by William Grabe and Fredricka L. Stoller in Teaching 

and Researching Reading (2002:9) in their statement, that reading is the ability to 

draw meaning from the printed page and interpreted this information 

appropriately. However, without quibbling over the exact wording of such a 

definition, it is, nonetheless, insufficient as a way to understand the reading 

ability. 

A reading activity needs a process in which people comprehend what they 

have already read. The process happens when the reader faces written symbols, 
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look at them through their eyes and then process them into their mind. Reading is 

a process of sequences of graphic symbols traveling from the pages of a book into 

compartment of the brain (Brown, 2004:186).  

By some means or other, there will be the writer’s intention and the 

reader’s interpretation in reading process. The writer puts the meaning of the text 

through printed or written verbal symbols. Then the reader will interpret what is 

meant by writer. As stated by Nunan (in Linse; 2005:59), reading is a set of skills 

that involves making sense and deriving meaning from the printed word. 

 Based upon the definitions above, it can be concluded that reading is not 

only a process of reading word by word but also it is an interaction between the 

writer and reader through the graphic symbol of writer and the language skill of 

the reader to comprehend the writer’s intention.  

 

2.1.2 The Purposes of Reading 

According to William Grabe and Fredricka L. Stoller in Teaching and 

Researching Reading (2002; 13), the purposes of reading are: 

(1) Reading to search for simple information and reading skim. It is used so 

often in reading tasks that it is probably best seen as a type of reading 

ability. In reading to search, typically we scan the text for a specific piece 

of information or a specific word. Reading skim is a common p art of 

many reading tasks and a useful skill in its own right. It involves, in 

essence, a combination of strategies for guessing where important 
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information might be in the text, and using basic reading comprehension 

skills on those segments of the text until a general idea is formed. 

(2) Reading to learn from the texts. It typically occurs in academic and 

professional contexts in which a person needs to learn a considerable 

amount of information from a text.  

(3) Reading to integrate information. It requires additional decisions about the 

relative importance of complementary, mutually supporting or conflicting 

information and   the likely restructuring of rhetorical frame to 

accommodate information from multiple sources. 

(4) Reading for general comprehension. It is the most basic purpose for 

reading, underlying and supporting most other purpose for reading; 

general reading comprehension is actually more complex than commonly 

assumed. 

 Building on the statements above are known that the purpose of reading 

cannot merely be regarded as gaining information from the printed symbols but 

also developing the reader’s ability, skills, and techniques in comprehending the 

writer’s idea. 

 

2.1.3 Reading Comprehension 

As stated by William Grabe and Fredricka L. Stoller in Teaching and Researching 

Reading (2002:17) that reading for general comprehension is, in its most obvious 

sense, the ability to understand information in a text and interpret it appropriately. 
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However, comprehension abilities are much more complex than this definition 

suggests.  

Reading comprehension is techniques for improving students' success in 

extracting useful knowledge from text (Mayer, p.34). 

As defined by Partnership for Reading (2005), reading comprehension is 

understanding a text that is read, or the process of "constructing meaning" from a 

text. Comprehension is a "construction process" because it involves all of the 

elements of the reading process working together as a text is read to create a 

representation of the text in the reader's mind. 

Hence, the statements above show that the readers have to understand the 

writer’s idea of text in reading comprehension. The reader must also be 

intentional and thoughtful while reading, monitoring the words and their meaning 

as reading progresses. 

 

2.2 Teaching Reading 

2.2.1 Teaching Reading Comprehension 

Teaching is the activities of educating or instructing that impart knowledge or 

skill. It is a circular activity done by a teacher in the classroom. A teacher’s job is 

bringing about transformation in learners. In line with his role, a teacher should 

have students see the advantage of learning to read so that they will be motivated 

to learn this skill. If the students have already known the advantage and the value 

of reading in their daily activities, they will have a greater motivation to learn 

more about reading. In this case, a teacher should make the students realize the 
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value of reading and help them to comprehend and keep focus on the text. The 

techniques are providing meaningful context by discussing in the classroom, 

motivating the students to learn words that they want to know about, using the 

message of the text as a point of departure rather than the syntactic feature 

(http://www.google.com/). A teacher should develop meaning from the text 

comparatively by using a problem solving method, creating a learning climate 

where students feel comfortable about making mistakes and therefore willing to 

venture interpretation.  

The U.S. National Reading Panel conducted a comprehensive literature 

search on teaching reading comprehension. They concluded that (1) vocabulary 

knowledge, (2) reading comprehension instruction based on reading strategies, 

and (3) practices were critical to effective reading comprehension teaching 

(http://www.readingcomprehension/.htm).  

From the above statements we can say that teachers do not only employ a 

good method or approach to encourage the students to give full attention to the 

subject or the text but also they should have an appropriate technique and strategy 

to build students’ comprehend  

 

2.2.2 Strategies in Teaching Reading Comprehension  

According to K. Mattis on (www.readingcomprehension/search.htm), there are 

several strategies for teaching reading comprehension focusing on three strategies, 

they are:  
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(1) Making Connections  

Readers make connections between books they read to their own lives. 

Teachers can help their students connect on a larger scale. They can 

connect things from books to real world happenings. By doing this, it 

enhances the students' understanding. 

(2) Questioning  

Questions are the key to understanding. They take us into understanding. 

Students need to feel that their questions are important. We as teachers 

need to model by asking and answering questions. When students ask 

questions they have a desire to learn for understanding. This leads to 

comprehension.  

(3) Visualizing and Inferring  

Visualizing is creating pictures in our minds. When students visualize, 

they create their 'own movie' in their minds. Teachers can use picture 

books that do not have words to help the students make their mental 

movies.  

 When we read we create an image in our mind. We create an 

amalgam -the conclusion we draw, the interpretation we create (Keene, p 

126). We read and create this image with what we know or have 

experienced. Things come alive when we use sensory images. Teachers 

can help give these images through lessons that evoke the thought 

processes.  
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 Meanwhile, Inferring is being able to read body languages and 

expressions while reading the text. To help the students find inferences in 

picture books is to focus on the illustrations. The pictures give clues to 

help gain meaning.  

 According to (Keene, p 153), inferring is the process of taking that 

which is stated in text and extrapolating it to one's life to create a wholly 

original interpretation that, in turn, becomes part of one's beliefs or 

knowledge. It is also using one's imagination or the use of prediction. 

Teachers need to have their students try to make conclusions about the 

reading and make reasonable predictions. 

Those are some effective strategies for building students' comprehension. 

Yet, reading different types of texts requires the use of different reading strategies 

and approaches. Making reading an active, observable process can be very 

beneficial to struggling readers. A good reader interacts with the text in order to 

develop an understanding of the information before them. Some good reader 

strategies are predicting, connecting, inferring, summarizing, analyzing and 

critiquing. 

 

2.3  Media 

2.3.1 The definition of media 

There are many definitions of media. Different expert has different definition. 

Some experts define the media based on the parentage of the word. 
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According to Gerlach & Ely (1971), the word “Media” is from Latin, that 

is medius, it means mediator. In particularly, media in the teaching and learning 

process can be defined as graphic, photographic, or electronic tools to catch, 

process, and reconstruct visual and verbal communication.  

As stated by National Education Association (NEA), media is 

communication types either printed or audio visual as well as tools.  

While, Rahardjo (1991) defined media as instruments that is used by 

teacher to motivate the students in the learning activity, make the material be 

clear, and give variation in teaching activity.  

Based on the definitions, we can say that media is anything that can 

delivery message, ideas, focus, and interest of the students in order to achieve the 

goals of the learning process.  

 

2.3.2 The Role of Media 

G. L. Kreps and B. C. Thornton believe media extend "people's ability to 

communicate, to speak to others far away, to hear messages, and to see images 

that would be unavailable without media" (1992, p. 144). 

In the link to the students, Media can cut boredom, that is the students will 

be interested in the learning process in order to make them be happy and it will be 

expected to help them understanding material that they learned (Ur 1998).  

Furthermore, Depoter and Hernacki (2000) stated that media can help to 

make optimal environment in learning, support students to be active in class 
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interaction by suggesting the opinion written and orally, and interlacing more 

intensive relation between the teacher and the students.  

Thereby, media have the important role in teaching activity. Media are 

used to connect functional interaction between the teacher and the students in the 

teaching and learning process, to help the students in understanding the material, 

facilitate the students in the learning process. Media can also improve motivation 

of the students in the teaching and learning process. 

 

2.3.3 Selecting Tex for Materials 

The selection of appropriate reading materials is an important part of the teaching 

reading since effective reading instruction reading instruction is effected by the 

kind of materials utilized. The use of appropriate reading materials can facilitate 

successful reading comprehension before students begin reading assignment.  

According to Gebhard (1987:21-23), there are three areas of concern in 

selecting appropriate materials.  

(1) Level of Difficulty 

Gebhard (1987:21) states that relatively easy material is more appropriate 

than difficult material. In teaching reading, however, teachers should 

provide students with materials at the right level of difficulty.  

(2) Cultural Content 

Reading materials reflect the cultural perception of the writer. Therefore, 

many reading materials, especially non-scientific ones, are cultural biased. 

In such case, the teachers can explain the differences in cultural behaviors 
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to students before they read (Gebhard, 1987: 22). If the teachers believe 

the content of culture will interfere with the students’ comprehension, such 

material can be avoided. Instead, the teacher can utilize the reading 

materials to provide an opportunity for the students to get awareness of 

culturally behaviors. 

(3) The Interest Factor 

Teachers should utilize interesting materials in teaching reading since 

students’ comprehension is greater when the materials interest them. The 

topics may include the students’ favorite movies, sport, hobbies, etc. or 

those which are close to their experience. The students may as well be 

allowed to select materials that interest themselves (Gebhard, 1987:23). 

 Kang Guru Magazine “The Joy’s Club” is chosen by writer as an 

authentic medium in teaching reading comprehension because it is easy material 

for level of difficulty and it has many valuable lessons as well as colorful with the 

pictures so that it will interest the students of junior high school. 

 

2.4 Experimental Research 

Arikunto (2003:272) states that experimental research has a purpose to investigate 

whether there is an effect on “something” that is treated as the subject of the 

research. In other words, an experimental research tries to observe the cause and 

effect relation. Comparing one or more experimental groups which get a treatment 

with one or more control groups which get no treatment is the way to conduct 

experimental research. Experimental research provides a systematic and logical 
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method of answering the question, “If this is done under carefully controlled 

conditions, what will happen?” 

In a research, a condition or a situation is arisen in order to find out the 

effect. In other words, the experiment is the way to find out the cause and effect 

relation between two factors that are intentionally arisen by the researcher by 

eliminating, decreasing, or separating out the factors that may disturb. Thus, an 

experiment is conducted in order to know the effect of the treatment. 

Basically, the strategies and the steps in conducting experimental research 

are similar to the strategies and the steps in conducting research in general. An 

experimental research is conducted in the following steps: 

(1) Reading literature sources to get the problems of the research, 

(2) Identifying and stating the problems, 

(3) Determining the limitation of terms and variable, hypothesis, and 

supported theory, 

(4) Arranging the plan of the experiment, 

(5) Conducting the experiment, 

(6) Choosing the appropriate data that can represent the experimental group 

and the control group, 

(7) Finding out the significant relation to get the result of the experiment using 

the appropriate technique. 

Experimental design is the blueprint of the procedures that enable the 

researcher to test hypotheses by reaching valid conclusions about relationships 

between independent and dependent variable (Best, 1981: 68). Based on Campbell 
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and Stanley in their book “Experimental and Quasi-Experimental Designs for 

Research”, as quoted by Arikunto (2003: 276), there are two kinds of 

experimental research, true experiment and quasi experiment. Selection of a 

particular design is based upon the purposes of the experiment, the type of 

variables to be manipulated, and the conditions or limiting factors under which it 

is conducted (Best, 1981: 68). There are three models of true experiment as 

follows: 

a. Pretest-posttest control group design with one treatment 

Pretest is given to both the control and experimental group to 

measure the condition before treatment (O1). Next, the treatment (X) is 

given to the experimental group. There is no treatment given to the control 

group. After finishing the treatment, the test is given to both groups as the 

posttest (O2). The scheme of the first model is: 

 

 

In which, 

E : the symbol for experimental group 

P  : the symbol for control group 

The effectiveness of the treatment is shown by the differences between 

(O2 – O1) in the experimental group and (O4 – O3) in the control group. 

b. Pretest-posttest control group design with two treatment 

This model is the expansion from the first model but in this model, 

there are two kinds of treatment. So, the scheme of the second model is: 

E : O1  X
 O2 
P : O3
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With this second model, hopefully, the research can show the 

effectiveness of the treatment more accurately. 

c. Solomon four-group design 

This model adds two groups from the original group in the first 

model. The treatment is given to one of these new groups too. There is no 

pre-test here because it is expected that the last measurement will not be 

inferred by the pre-test. In other words, the researcher wants to check the 

effect of the pretest to the post-test by eliminating the pre-test to one of the 

groups. The scheme is as follows: 

 

 

 

 

The models of quasi experiment are as follows: 

a. One shot case study 

This experiment is conducted without any control group and without 

any pre-test.  

The scheme is as follows: 

 

With this model, the researcher has a simple purpose that is to know the 

E1 : O1 X O2 
E : O1 X O2 
P : O1  O2 

E1 : O1 X O2 
C1 : O1  O2 
E2 :  X O2 
E2 :  O2 

X O
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effect of the treatment given to the group by ignoring the effect of other 

factors. 

b. One group pre-test post-test design 

This experiment is conducted to only one group without any control 

group. This model is more perfect than the first model because it uses pre-

test. So, the effect can be measured more accurately.   

The scheme is as follows:  

 

c. Posttest only control group design 

This model is similar to the last two rows of the Solomon’s model. The 

use of this model is based on the assumption that both the experimental 

and control groups are absolutely equivalent.   The scheme is as follows: 

 

 

 

In this study, the writer chooses the posttest only control group design to 

be conducted in investigating whether the Kang Guru Magazine “The Joy’s Club” 

can be used to improve reading comprehension of the students of junior school. 

 

 

  O1      X      O2

E : X O 
C :  O 
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CHAPTER III 

METHOD OF INVESTIGATION 

 

 Chapter III presents method of investigation, which consists of research 

design, population and sample, research procedure, research instrument, and 

techniques of data analysis.  

 

3.1 Research Design 

The experimental design is used in this research. According to Hornby (2000: 

135) states that quantitative is connected with amount of number of something 

rather than with how good it is. In this term quantitative data, the writer uses 

statistical analysis to calculate the numeral data that were gathered and to analyze 

them. These data are expression in the language of mathematics and must be 

evaluated and interpreted by means of appropriate statistical procedures. 

 

3.2 Population and Sample 

3.2.1 Population 

Population is the group of interest to the researcher, the group to which he or she 

would like the result of the study to be generalized, Gay (1987: 102). Population 

is the entire group of individuals from which we want to get information 

(http://www.google.com/). 
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It can be said the population is a set of all the elements in a study. In this 

research the writer selected the eighth year students of SMP N 3 Talang in the 

academic year 2009/2010 as the target of the population.  

 

3.2.2 Sample 

A sample is taken from the population but not the whole. The part of population 

that is observed is called a sample. According to Brown (1988:114), “sample is a 

sub group taken from the population to represent it.” 

The writer took two classes from the population of SMP N 3 Talang as 

samples. On average each class had 44 students, so the writer took 88 students as 

the sample.  Because there are five classes in the eighth grade, it means 40% as 

the sample of the study. 

 

3.1.3 Variable 

A variable is something that may vary or differ (Brown, 1993:58). It is also 

defined  as condition or characteristics that the experimenter manipulates, 

controls, or observes. The two most important variables are: 

(1) Dependent Variable 

  Dependent variable is a variable which depends on one or more 

variables which may control it or relate to it, in other words, that may be 

seen as a function of another variable 

(http://www.geographydictionary.com/). 
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  The dependent variable of this study, according to the definition 

above, is students’ achievement which is indicated by the score of reading 

comprehension test.  

(2) Independent Variable 

As expressed by Nunan (1992:25), “independent variable is the 

variable that the experimenter expects to influence the other.” In other 

hand, independent variable is the condition or characteristic that is 

manipulated by the researcher in order to explain the relation with the 

observed phenomena (Narbuko, 2004:119).  

Based on the definitions, the independent  variable  in  this  study 

is the  use of  Kang  Guru Magazine “The Joy’s Club”  in teaching  

reading  comprehension. 

 

3.3 Research Procedure 

This research was held at SMP N 3 Talang. Before conducting the study, the 

writer formally negotiated with the headmaster of SMP N 3 Talang to get 

permission so that the eighth grade students of the school could be used as the 

respondents of this study. Then, the writer composed an instrument of the study 

and administered it to the students to collect the data. 

The instrument of this study is a reading test in which it would be used to 

measure the students’ achievement in reading comprehension. 

Before conducting the test, the writer gave a treatment for the 

experimental group that will be taught by using Kang Guru Magazine “The Joy’s 
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Club” as a medium. It began on Monday, 2nd August 2010 and ended on 

Saturday, 14th August 2010. Then the post test was conducted on Monday, 16th 

August 2010.  

 

3.4 Research Instrument 

Research instrument is a device used by the researcher to collect the data 

(Sugiyono, 2004:267). In this research the writer used a test as the instrument. A 

test is a set of questions, or other practice used to asses the skills, knowledge, 

intelligence, and talent of an individual or a group. The type of test used in this 

study is achievement test. Achievement tests attempt to measure what an 

individual has learned—his or her present level of performance (Best, 1981: 193). 

In this research the writer used one test type only as the instrument. It is 

multiple-choice items.  This type of the test was chosen by the writer because the 

technique of scoring is easy and it is more practical for the students to answer. 

 

3.4.1 Try-Out 

The quality of the data, whether it is good or bad, is based on the instrument that 

is used to collect the data. A good instrument fulfills two important qualifications. 

Those are reliability and validity. Therefore, before the test was utilized as an 

instrument to collect the data, it had been tried out first to the students in another 

class. After the result of the try out was gained, the analysis was made to find out 

the validity and reliability of the items of the test. Some items remained to be used 

while some others were left out.  
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3.4.2 Validity of the Test 

Validity is a standard or criterion that shows whether the instrument is valid or 

not. In this research, the validity of each item was calculated by using the product 

moment formula: 

 

In which, 

rxy : coefficient of correlation between x and y variable or validity of 

each item 

N  : the number of students participating in the test 

Σx  : the sum of score in each item 

Σx2  : the sum of the square score in each item 

Σy  : the sum of total score from each student 

Σy2  : the sum of the square score from each student 

Σxy  : the sum of multiple of score from each student with the total 

score in each item 

 

3.4.3 Reliability of the Test 

Reliability shows whether an instrument is reliable and can be used as a device to 

collect the data. To measure the reliability of the test, the writer used used the 

Kuder- Richardson Formula. The formula is as follows: 
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In which, 

r11 = the reliability of the test 

n  = the number of the items 

p = the percentage of the students who answered the items correctly 

q  = the percentage of the students who answered the items 

incorrectly 

S2 = variance 

 

3.4.4 Difficulty Level 

After the try out was conducted and got the result, each item is classified into 

difficulty level by using this formula: 

T
RID =  

In which, 

ID = item difficulty 

R = the number of the students who answered the item correctly 

T = the total number of the students 

The level of difficulty of each item was determined by using these 

following categorizations: 

Interval of difficulty level Criteria 

0.00 < ID < 0.30 Difficult   

0.30 < ID < 0.70 Medium 

0.70 < ID < 1.00 Easy 
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3.4.5 Discriminating Power 

The discriminating power measures how well the test items arranged to identify 

the differences in the students’ competence. 

The formula is: 

T

RLRUDP

2
1
−

=  

In which, 

DP : discriminating power 

RU : the number of the students in the upper group who answered the 

item correctly 

RL : the number of students in the lower group who answered the item 

correctly 

T : the total number of the students 

 

The criteria of the discrimination index are: 

Interval DP Criteria  

0.00 < DP < 0.20 Poor 

0.20 < DP < 0.40 Satisfactory 

0.40 < DP < 0.70 Good 

0.70 < DP < 1.00 Excellent  
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CHAPTER IV 

RESEARCH FINDINGS AND ANALYSIS 

 

In chapter IV, the writer would like to discuss the try-out findings, result 

of the study, and discussion of the result. 

 

4.1 Try- out Findings 

Discussion of the try-out findings covered validity, reliability, and item analysis. 

Followings are the example of the calculation of them. 

 

4.1.1 Validity of the Instrument 

As mentioned in the previous chapter, validity refers to the precise measurements 

of the test. In this research, item validity was used to see the index validity of the 

test. To find out the validity of the instrument, the writer used the Pearson Product 

Moment formula to analyze each item.  

After calculating using Pearson Product Moment, it was obtained that 

from 20 test items; there were 18 test items which were valid and 2 test items 

which were invalid. They were on number 7 and 17. Both of them were to be said 

invalid with the reason that the computation results of the rxy value was lower than 

the rtable value.  

The following is an example of the validity computation for item number 

1, with N = 45, ∑X=26, ∑Y=468, ∑Y2=5372, and ∑XY=296, and for the other 

items would be calculated by the same formula. 
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From the computation above, the validity of the item number 1 was 0,344. 

Then the writer consulted the result to the table of r product moment with the 

number of subjects (N) = 45 and significance level 5%, it was obtained 0,293. 

Because rxy was higher than r in the table, the index of validity of the item number 

1 was considered to be valid. The list of the index of validity for each item could 

be seen in Appendix 5. 

 

4.1.2 Reliability of the Instrument 

In addition to the index of validity, the writer would like to compute the reliability 

of the test by using Kuder- Richarson formula 20 (K-R 20). Before computing the 
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reliability of the test, the writer computed variance (S2) first with the following 

formula: 

 

 

 

 

 

            = 11.22 

The result of the variance computation (S2) was 11.22. Then the writer 

computed the reliability of the test as follows: 

 

 

 

        

From the computation above, the result was obtained that r11 (the total of 

reliability test) was 0.68, whereas the number of subjects were 45 and the critical 

value for r in table with significance level 5% was 0.293. It indicated that the 
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result of the computation was higher than its critical value and it could be 

concluded that the instrument used in this research was reliable. 

 To know that the items were good or not to be used, the writer utilized the 

following formula: 

T

RLRUDP

2
1
−

=  

         
5.22
917 −

=  

         = 0.35 

Based on the criteria, the item number 1 was satisfactory, because it was in 

the interval 0.20< D≤ 0.40. 

After computing 20 items of the try-out test, there were 2 items were 

considered to be good, 15 items were satisfactory, and 3 items were poor.  

Based on the analysis of validity, reliability, difficulty level, and 

discriminating power, finally 17 items were accepted and 3 new items were made 

to be used as replacement of the poor items. They were number 7, 14, and 17. 

 

4.2  Result of the Study 

4.2.1 Test Result  

After conducting the research, the result of this study can be seen below after 

calculation. 
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4.2.2 Significant Different between Two Groups 

The significant difference between two groups could be seen through the 

difference of the two means. The writer used the following formula to get the 

means: 

 

In which, 

  : mean 

∑X : sum of all scores 

N : number of scores in a group 

The complete data of the score distribution of the two groups, 

experimental and control groups, could be seen in appendix 9.  

The computation of the two means score of the experimental and control 

groups as follows: 

 

           

The mean score of the experimental group was 77.39. 

 

           = 66.25 

The mean score of the control group was 66.25. 

Based on the calculation above, it can be seen that the mean of the 

experimental group was higher than the other one, the control group. The 
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difference between two means was 11.14. It indicated that the treatment was 

effective. 

After getting the means of the two groups, the writer calculated the 

standard deviation by using the following formula: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Afterward, t- test formula was applied  to calculate the effectiveness of the 

treatment.  
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With α=5% and df=44+44-2=86, it was obtained t(0.95)(86)=1.66 

From the calculation above, t-calculation is 6.33 and t-table is 1.66. Since 

t-calculation > t-table, it means there is a significant difference between two 

groups on reading comprehension, the experimental group is higher than the 

control group.  

 

4.3 Discussion of the Result  

The intention of the test was to know the students’ achievement in reading 

comprehension test. Through this research, the writer would like to compare   the 

students’ ability that taught by using Kang Guru Magazine “The Joy’s Club” as a 

medium with those without Kang Guru Magazine “The Joy’s Club”, which more 

effective. Based on the analysis above, the result of the students’ reading 

achievement in the experimental group was higher than the control group. It is 

indicated by the two means, in which the experimental group’s is higher than the 

control one.  The mean of the experimental group is 77.39 and 66.25 is for the 

control one.  

The hypothesis testing indicates there is any significant difference between 

experimental class (using Kang Guru Magazine) and control class. It can be said 

that the experimental group is better than the control group. Finally, the research 

finding reveals that Kang Guru Magazine “The Joy’s Club” is more effective as 

material in teaching reading comprehension for the junior high school students.   
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

 

Chapter V consists of the conclusions of the research and suggestions 

based on the results of the research findings.  

     

5.1 Conclusion     

Before giving the conclusion, the writer would like to review the objective of this 

study. The objective of this study was to know the improvement of the students’ 

achievement in reading comprehension after giving treatment using Kang Guru 

Magazine “The Joy’s Club” as reading material.  

In order to gain the objective of the study, the writer conducted an 

experiment. After conducting the experiment, the writer analyzed it and found out 

the significant difference between the two groups. The mean of the experimental 

group is higher than the mean of the control group.  

After finishing the experiment and getting the result, the writer concluded 

that the use of Kang Guru Magazine “The Joy’s Club” was more effective to 

improve the students’ reading comprehension and it gave the students a great 

enthusiasm during the lesson. The class was fun because reading material 

interested them. 
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5.2 Suggestions 

Based on the conclusion above, the writer would like to offer some suggestions. 

First, English teachers especially in junior high school, should be able to select 

text as reading material in order to raise their students’ interest and enthusiasm in 

following their teaching. 

The second suggestion offered by the writer is using Kang Guru Magazine 

“The Joy’s Club” in teaching reading comprehension recommended as an 

alternative reading material for the English teachers, especially for the junior high 

school teachers to attract the students’ interest and motivation in learning English. 

In order to get the wider generalization of the result of the study, the writer 

offers the suggestions that such activity should be conducted in other classes of 

other school, and the writer hopes, there will be many researches about how to use 

some techniques or media in improving students’ reading comprehension in the 

future.  

Next researcher should be accurate in conducting the research, because 

accurate study will be very useful for readers who want to do research with the 

same topic.  
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Appendix 12 




Global Warming has become a worldwide isslte. 
Global Warming means that the average temperature of 
the Earth's near-surface air and oceans i s  rising and that Can you see the Joeys? The Joeys are giving 
this i s  not good for our planet. Global Warming can affect messzges through the actions they are doing in  
our daily l i fe. If the Earth's temperature i s  rising there above. It's all related to the environment. As 
wil l  be water shortages for example. People might not be the Joeys want .to fight Global Warming. Pleast 
able to water their gardens. Some forests may die off and Joeys to deliver their messages all across lndon 
become deserts. The increasing heat can cause snow at the clues (the tick or the cross and the vert 
covered mountain peaks to melt causing floods. Many can use). 
people say that Global Warming i s  mainly caused by hu- Support the JOEYS Global Warming Campaign b 
mans. Whether we realise i t  or not, as humans we are environmental messages to your friends across I 
taking advantaqe of our natural resources and giving notli- But first send them to KG1 by email before Fel 
ing back in return. The JOEYS have an important message 
to give to al l  the young generation all over Indonesia. DO'S 
"AS the younger 3eneration we should Fatimah: 
c a r e  more  about o u r  envirofiment. We 

Sinta: ....... ..... ... ........... ............................. 
don't  w a n t  t o  see  o u r  environment 
gettin3 worse and r ~ o r s e  a s  we grow Budi: "Turn off the fighcs if you are flat using I 
up. That's why each OF US shoulA start 
p o s i t i v e  7-<tion and help t o  Fight 
against Global Warming! S t a r t  r-t your 

Don'ts 
school with y o u r  Friends rid tehchcrs Natalya: "Don'L use plastic bags" 
cnA also nt home with your F~rnily." 

I f  you are an SMP student then please send your 
answers and comments from this page to KGI. 

Remember everyone, the Joeys' Page i s  written 
-:p-ci-!!y for junior high-school s:udents. 

Decembe~ 2008 
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