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ABSTRACT

PERTIWI, RAHAYU. 2011. Interpersonal Meaning Analysis of the Prologue Text in William Peter Blatty’s Novel The Exorcist and its Relationship with the Plot of Story. Final Project. English Department. Faculty of Languages and Arts, Semarang State University. First advisor: Dr. Djoko Sutopo, M.Si., Second advisor: Drs. Suprapto, M.Hum.

Literary works can bring different interpretations to the readers through their words, since its purpose is to express writer’s attitude and feeling. That is why reading comprehension is totally needed in reading literary works. A better comprehension can open our minds wider and then we can take the most of the literary works. Novel is one form of literary works which has various elements and sometimes the readers get confused with their correlation. It leads me to conduct a study on a novel as my final project, which is entitled Interpersonal Meaning Analysis of the Prologue Text in William Peter Blatty’s Novel “The Exorcist” and its Relationship with the Plot of Story.

This study analyzes prologue text of the novel and its function in this novel. This final project is aimed at analyzing the interpersonal meaning of each clause in the prologue text; finding the relationship between the prologue text and the plot of story based on the given data.

I employ William Peter Blatty’s The Exorcist as the object of this study. This study is a descriptive qualitative study. It is descriptive qualitative since the data of the study are in the form of words, phrases, sentences, narrations and dialogues and I do not employ computation. The data are gained by reading the novel thoroughly, identifying, inventorying, classifying, selecting, and reporting. The analysis is done by several techniques including exposing, explaining and interpreting.

This investigation results in several findings. First, the large part of the prologue is declarative in structure and use no modality by which the writer of the novel feels sure about what they are saying. Second, the use of modality that reflects the writer’s judgement of certainty, intensity, and probability, are identified. Third, the tenor analysis covers the social role between the author and the readers, in which the author gives introductory information to assist the readers before reading the novel thoroughly. There is no interaction that happens directly between the participants. The last, the prologue text of this novel supports the plot of the story well, that is the prologue gives a brief description about how to perceive the story in a good way, in order to take the most of the novel, and preparing the readers to the unexpected scenes given in the novel.
The final conclusion of this study is that there is always a purpose from the author by writing any kind of prologue eventhough it is implicit. On the basis of the conclusions, several suggestions can be offered, such as, in reading a literary work, the readers should not abandon the existence of prologue. This might help them to see something more objectively as in The Exorcist, in which they are helped to be more critical about the function of prologue.
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