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ABSTRACT

Zulfikar, Aqil: A New Perspective in Seeing The World in Tim O’ Brien’s Short Story The Things They Carried (A Criticism Toward Existentialism and Transcendentalism) Final Project, English Department, Faculty of Languages and Arts, Semarang State University.  First Advisor: Dwi Anggara Asianti, S.S., M.Pd. Second Advisor: Sri Wahyuni, S.Pd., M.Pd. 
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The world today comes to be more relative and personal, in the same time people are confused about the reality. Many people begin to ask their existence. It includes the universal questions, like: Who am I? What should I do with my life?. In answering those questions people come to existentialism view that dealing with the point of “existence precedes essence”, that –ism force the existentialists to the absurdity, anxiety, authenticity, and alienation of life. And they believe that  humans are "condemned to be free”. In short they ask about the meaning of their life.

 Then, Transcendentalists try to pursue the answers of those questions in the different view, then they are dealing with liberalism and individualism, which it is claimed that it can releazed human being from handcuff (belenggu) to get the aims of their life. It is natural that people come to existentialism question that human beings have to know the meanings of life, so they could prepare it and have brighter future.

There are three problems to be solved in this final project. They are: (1) How does existentialism see the world as reflected in the short story The Things They Carried ?(2) How does transcendentalism see the world as reflected in the short story The Things They Carried ?(3) What perspective of the world is sugested by the short story The Things They Carried ?. Theoretically, there are five steps in collecting data used in this final project. They are as follows: Reading the short story entitled The Things They Carried repeatedly, identifying the data, then inventorying the components of the short story. Classifying the selected data, and the last selecting the relevant data.
The analysis was carried out through the following procedure, first was reading the short story entitled The Things They Carried, then categorizing the data that are needed to support my interpretation related to the new perspective of seeing the world, betwen existentialism and transcendentalism; Second, the writer interpretes them. And then the writer forms them in a descriptive form systematically, and drawing conclusion. 

This final project used qualitative approach based on the phenomenology and deconstruction theory. The result of the analysis concludes that human beings have to find the meaning of life; people need God for the potential answers to the ultimate questions of life. They need to socialize in their social relationship. and people always have a hope as a consequence of choices of their life. By analyzing the new perspective of seeing the world, between existentialism and transcendentalism. There is a wish that this analysis may enrich the understanding of existentialism and transcendentalism. For the next researchers the writer recommends not only see the world just from one side, but also the entire aspect of it. 

