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ABSTRACT

Rudiyanto. 2010. Traditionalism versus Modernity in the American History Reflected in Cold Mountain Movie. Final Project, English Department, Languages and Arts Faculty of Semarang State University, First Advisor: Henrikus Joko Yulianto, S.S, M.Hum, Second Advisor: Dwi Anggara Asianti, S.S, M.Pd.
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Knowing the social changes in the American history reflected in movie as a literary work is always challenging since it has something disguise, not to mention seeing from another pint of view will be more enjoyable. Thus, the writer chose a movie entitled Cold Mountain as the object of the study. The movie described the disputes between traditionalism and modernity existing particularly in the Civil War. The aims of the study are to know the description of traditionalism and modernity, Civil War as the new American history and the significances of both traditionalism and modernity towards American history.

The write collected the data through some steps namely reading and watching, selecting, and classifying data from the movie. Then, the writer tried to analyze and interpret the collected data to do the report of the study. The writer also used theory of modernity and traditionalism and history of Civil War to support the analysis. Those were taken from books, journals and articles that had relation with the movie.

From this study, the writer found that first traditionalism deals with a peasant society that still preserved interrelatedness between individual and society, metaphysics, slavery in running the farm and agrarianism which made them independent. Meanwhile, modernity is always dealing with a society with its opposing aspects to traditionalism namely equality, individualism, rationality and capitalism which made them dependent. Civil War generally can be concluded as a dispute between traditionalism represented by Southern Colonies and modernity represented by Northern Colonies. However, the dispute apparently is also found in the Southern Colonies. The American history during the Civil War apparently has deviated from defending one nation. It intended to gain a new independence for both Southern and Northern Colonies. In their significances towards American history, agrarianism for the rich men has a spirit of capitalism. It intended to gain more power and wealth, and in the end it aims at progress. Slavery abolition as the end of the war shows that equality has been applied even in the Southern Colonies still preserving traditionalism.  Facts that spirit of modernity have been begun in the South show Civil War is a modernization for the South and implies the victory of modernity. Meanwhile, the pure traditionalism is only preserved by the Sothern peasantries. 


I suggest that future researchers raise the topic on modernity achievement in its relationship with World War I and II in their projects.
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