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ABSTRACT

Sari, Ratna Nurindah. 2010. The Role of Daughters in a Family in the Early Showa Period in Japan in Arthur Golden’s “Memoirs of a Geisha”. Final Project, English Department, Faculty of Arts and Languages, Semarang State University. 1st advisor: Drs. Amir Sisbiyanto,           M. Hum. 2nd advisor: Dwi Anggara Asianti, S.S., M. Pd.
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The final project intends to analyze the term of people’s perception about the true role of daughters in Japan in the Early Showa Period. This final project aimed at analyzing the parents’ feelings of having daughters and also the way the daughters in that period thought and behaved to continue their lives.


The object of this study is Arthur Golden’s novel entitled Memoirs of a Geisha. I used descriptive qualitative analysis. The data of the study are in the form of words, phrases, sentences, and dialogues. I collected the data in the forms of utterances and sentences by reading the novel, identifying and marking the data, classifying the data, simplifying the data, and then selecting the data. To analyze all questions, all classified the data are used.


There were some results found. First, the parents’ feelings in Japanese family of having daughters were happy and also sad. They were happy because by having children especially daughters, they would be able to help their parents at home. On the other hand, they felt sad because daughters were not strong enough than sons to help fathers. Another result was that, the true role of daughters in the Early Showa Period was to be a geisha, especially a successful geisha because almost all girls in that period would be proud of themselves whenever they became a famous geisha. 

On the basis of the conclusion, several suggestions can be offered. First, parents should feel happy and proud whenever they have children no matter they are daughters or sons. Second, parents should not sell their daughters to the okiya to be geisha just because they are a poor family and cannot take care of them. We should understand that a happy family is not seen from how rich they are, but it is seen from the way they communicate and take care each others. Lastly, we should understand correctly what geisha is and not under estimate a geisha’s existence in Japan. A geisha who can play shamisen nicely, do tea ceremony, and dance beautifully is not a prostitute. We can say that she is an artist in the okiya. 

There is another possible topic for future research namely Feminine and Masculine Jobs Limitation between Japanese Teenagers.
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