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ABSTRACT
Rokhmatin, Nur. 2010. Social Change in Japanese Society Post-Meiji Restoration in Edward Zwick’s movie”The Last Samurai”. Final Project, English Department, Faculty of Arts and Languages, Semarang State University. 1st advisor: Drs. Ahmad Sofwan, Ph. D. 2nd advisor: Drs. Suprapto, M.Hum.
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The final project intends to analyze the social change in Japanese society post-Meiji restoration. This final project is aimed at analyzing the aspects and factors which influence the social change in Japanese society during post-Meiji restoration.

The object of this study is Edward Zwick’s movie entitled The Last Samurai. I used descriptive qualitative analysis. I collected the data in the forms of utterances and sentences which contain of aspects and factors of social change by watching the movie, transcribing the dialogue, and reading the script. Then, I identified, marked, classified, simplified, selected, and reported that data. I classified them on basis of the content of social change material from the movie and identified them into three parts. Those were consists of aspects and factors which influence social change, the traditional Japanese society and the last was the changes of Japanese society that displayed in the movie. To analyze all questions, all the data that complete of the qualification (contain of social change material) are used.

There were some results found. First, aspects of the social change in Japanese society post-Meiji restoration are material and immaterial. Material aspects consist of changing of clothes, housing, transportations, new technology, and military. Immaterial aspects consist of changing of philosophy, norms, etiquette, law, job, customs and education. Second, factors which influence the social change in Japanese society post-Meiji restoration are internal and external factors. The internal factors consist of the physical environment and population, technology, and conflict or rebellion. And the external factor is of influence of other culture (acculturation). These changing not only affect the people but also the system of governmental in Japan. The arriving of Western people gave occasion to the modernization in the future of Japan.

On the basis of the conclusion, several suggestions can be offered. First, people should be able to appreciate each other. Second, the best ways to solve problem in a society are listening other opinion and appreciate that in order to get best solution. Third, we should conserve our culture so that we should not lose our country’s identity. Fourth, this movie gives information about social change process. Lastly, it can help us to learn that the social changes need cooperation of all the relevant parties in order to avoid big conflict that can make disunion in the society. 
































































