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ABSTRACT

Ramadhani, Ikasari. 2009. “Hara-kiri” as Part of Nobility in Clint Eastwood’s Letters from Iwo Jima. Final Project. Semarang: Faculty of Languages and Arts. Semarang State University. 1st Advisor: Sri Wuli Fitriati,SPd, MPd. 2nd Advisor: Drs. Suprapto, M.Hum.

Keywords: ”Hara-kiri”, Samurai, Honor, Nobility


Suicide is the action of killing oneself intentionally. People attempt suicide for a number of reasons, such as: shame, guilt, physical pain, pressure, anxiety, financial difficulties, or other undesirable situations. Views on suicide have been influenced by cultural views on existential themes such as religion and honor. Japanese views on honor and religion lead to act “hara-kiri”, one of the most painful methods of suicide by slicing the abdomen from left to right. “Hara-kiri” is a part of the samurai honor code and it has been used voluntarily by samurai to die with honor rather than fall into the hands of their enemies, as a form of capital punishment for samurai who have committed serious offenses, and for reasons that shamed them. “Hara-kiri” itself is the culture that influenced by the samurai. 
The problems of this study are: how is “hara-kiri” described in the Letters from Iwo Jima?, what are the causes of “hara-kiri” in the Letters from Iwo Jima?, what are the characteristics of samurai that embody the true essence of Japanese people in Letters from Iwo Jima?, and how does “hara-kiri” reflects nobility in Letters from Iwo Jima?. The object of this study is the film entitled Letters from Iwo Jima. It is a 2006  film directed by Clint Eastwood.
In this study, the writer described “hara-kiri” culture in Japan reflected in this film. In order to obtain the objectives of this study, some theories related to the literature are used, such as the theory of film, film genre, culture, the characteristics of samurai that embody the true essence of Japanese people, Japanese philosophy of war, nobility, suicide, and “hara-kiri”.

The method applied in this final project is qualitative. The procedures of collecting the data include watching the film, reading the script, identifying the script to obtain the data related to the problems of the research, inventorying, selecting, and reporting. Then the procedures of analyzing the data include exposing, arranging into problem, and describing the data.


The analysis of this research are “hara-kiri” in Letters from Iwo Jima, the causes of “hara-kiri” in Letters from Iwo Jima, the characteristics of samurai that embody the true essence of Japanese people in Letters from Iwo Jima, and the reflection of nobility in “hara-kiri” in Letters from Iwo Jima. The result of this study shows that the point of committing “hara-kiri” is to protect one’s honor and nobility as a warrior. Because Japanese people or Japanese warrior consider that death is better than dishonor. This final project can be reference for the other Japanese culture analysis, such as samurai and other else.
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