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ABSTRACT
Mulyono, Kristiyan. 2010. Portrait of Empiricism as Reflected in Charles Dickens’ novel entitled Hard Times; Book I ‘Sowing’. A final project.English Literature. Semarang State University. First advisor:  HenrikusJokoYulianto, S.S., M. Hum., Second Advisor: Dra. Indrawati, M. Hum. 
Keywords: Empiricism, Philosophy, Fact, Calculation, Scientific Procedure

Empiricism is a philosophical notion which believes that knowledge must be obtained based on experience and scientific procedure by the operation of five human senses. In philosophical history, this branch of philosophy was known as a critique toward rationalism. These two branches of philosophy experience many debates about the methodology from which knowledge must be justified as the eternal truth. In the eighteen centuries, especially in England, empiricism which was supported by some invention in technology and science dominate most of British thinkers. Thus, British society at that time is transformed from traditional civilization into the modern ones. 

In the analyses, the writer put two main problems to be answered. First, how is empiricism revealed in the novel? Second, what conflict of the main characters does the author portray in regard to empiricism?  These two problems is aimed to prove that there is a philosophical values attributed by the author in the novel. 

The researcher uses qualitative method in conducting the research. Since the method is qualitative, the form of the data is in the form of words, phrases, sentences etc. Data collection was done through several steps. The steps are reading, identifying, inventorying, and classifying. The classified data were then analyzed using philosophical approach and empiricism theory formulated by John Locke.

The result of the study stated that the novel reflected some characteristics of empiricism principles. They are fact, reality or data, empirical calculation and observation. The characteristics are mainly attributed to the major character and the characteristics of the town included in the novel. For the suggestion of other future researches, it is very important for English literary student to understand philosophical ideas included within literary works.  Philosophy is the father of knowledge.Therefore, knowing philosophical ideas development will enrich our understanding and knowledge toward what are undiscovered matters behind particular civilization in accordance with academicals framework.      
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