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This final project is based on a study which attempts to examine the racial- based discrimination of education system in the United States of America. The main purpose of the study was to determine if Historical Approach that is used by Erin Gruwell, an English teacher at Woodrow Wilson High School in Long Beach, California in Freedom Writers (The Movie); could reduce the discriminative system of education in the country. The research found that Erin used two kinds of strategies that belong to what globally claimed as Historical Approach in this study. The strategies are; the Pure Historical Approach (PHA) and the Historical Psychological Approach (HPA). Erin implemented both of them in a racially – mixed class that consisted of 150 students with below average scores and indiscipline attitudes.

           In the movie which is based on a real story, Erin was described as a young, idealistic and passionate teacher who had to struggle over school’s discriminative system. She survived the whole first year of teaching in the school and became a break through figure. She revised her old lesson plan and creatively seeing the closest phenomenon that she could consider as her inspiration and motivation. Her integrity was seen as the kids’ performance was gradually rising as Erin tried different activities inside, after and outside the class. The biggest achievement of Erin and her students would be the final examination of her freshmen class. At that time, Erin instructed the students to compile their journals in which they wrote their real and touching life journey; into a book called The Freedom Writers Diary. She was completely inspired by Anne Frank’s book, The Diary of A young Girl. 

          Results indicated that Erin’s teaching strategies helped students improve their academic scores. Their value of kinship toward another was also increasingly improving as the kids often hearing and following to what Erin suggested to them. Erin is a multi - functional teacher. She could be a teacher, a mom, a dad and even a great friend for these kids who come from minority groups in the country. Most importantly, the historical approach as Erin’s treaching strategies answered one of the eternal problems of the world, the racial stratification. Erin’s successes prove that there will always be a way out even for the toughest situation that we are still facing now or maybe tomorrow.

