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ABSTRACT

Rahayu, Yulinda D. 2012.Elementary School Students’ Perception on the Implementation of Cooperative Learning in Their English Class (A Case Study of the Fifth Grade Students of SD Negeri Sekaran 01 Gunung Pati Semarang in the Academic Year of 2011/2012).Final Project, English Department, Faculty of Languages and Arts, Semarang State University. First Advisor: Puji Astuti, S.Pd., M.Pd., Second Advisor: Dr. Dwi Anggani Linggar B. M.Pd.
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This final project is based on a study which attempted to describe the Elementary School students’ perception on the implementation of Cooperative Learning in their English class.Two questions were answered in the study. They are: (1) what is the students’ perception on the implementation of Cooperative Learning in their English class?And(2) what are the effects of Cooperative Learning on the EFL learners’ motivation towards learning English as a foreign language?The objectives of the study are: (1) to describe the students’ perception on the implementation of Cooperative Learning in their English class, and (2) to identify the effects of Cooperative Learning on the EFL learners’ motivation towards learning English as a foreign language.

In achieving the objectives of the study, a descriptive qualitative method was used as the research methodology. The writer observed the teaching and learning process carried out by the teacher first. Then, the writer applied three Cooperative Learning structures of Kagan in the classroom (the fifth grade students of SD Negeri Sekaran 01) and let the teacher see the teaching and learning process directly. The writer involved anEnglish teacher to record. To find out the students’ perceptionon the implementation of Cooperative Learning in their English class, the writer administered a questionnaire to the fifth grade students of SD Negeri Sekaran 01 and conducted an interviewwith the English teacher and some of the fifth grade studentsof SD Negeri Sekaran 01.

The study showed that the studentswanted a new method in their teaching and learning process. Although they enjoyed the teaching and learning process up to now, there were still many weaknesses in the traditional teaching method like Whole-Class Question-Answer.The implementation of Cooperative Learning in their English class was needed. Most of the students wanted more games in their teaching and learning process;however, the English teacher wanted the students to be obedient and pay attention to their teacher. The structural learning in Cooperative Learning was a solution for the problems in the teaching and learning process. However, the implementation of Cooperative Learning would lead to a failure if any attempt to teach English in a cooperative way without taking into account the actual teaching circumstances and students’ needs. There were some effects of Cooperative Learning on the EFL learners’ motivation towards learning English as a foreign language, such as learning in cooperative context restored their self-esteem and self-confidence, the students felt freely to ask questions of their group members, and Cooperative Learning catered to their distinct learning style and that helped them remain on task in class, especially the students with kinaesthetic learning style.
Finally, three suggestions are recommended in this study. First, more student participants or more teachers implementing Cooperative Learning in more classes are recommended in order to generate more evidence of the effects of cooperative learning. The second is about the teacher development in Cooperative Learning. This study did not investigate the possible factors that might affect the success of teacher development in Cooperative Learning.The last but not the least, the writer recommends further research to investigate factors related to the success of teacher development in Cooperative Learning.
86














i

