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ABSTRACT

Ratri, Fitriani Meisya. 2010. The Effectiveness of Using Numbered Heads Together (NHT) Method to Improve Students Ability in Understanding Narrative Reading Text (The Case of Second Grade Students of SMA N 1 Pegandon, Kendal in the Academic Year of 2009/2010). Final Project. English Department, Faculty of Languages and Arts, Semarang State University. First Advisor: Drs. Hartoyo, M.A., Ph.D. Second Advisor: Galuh Kirana Dwi Areni, S.S., M.Pd.
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The objective of this study is to find out the significant diffference between the reading narrative of the students taught by using Numbered Heads Together as a method and small group discussion of the second graders of SMA N 1 Pegandon, Kendal in the academic year 2009/2010. 
The subject of the research used in exploring the required data for this study were XI IPA 1 and XI IPA 2 of SMA N 1 Pegandon, Kendal in academic year 2009/2010. Each of those classes had 40 students. XI IPA 1 was the experimental group and XI IPA 2 as the  control group. The experimental class was taught by using Numbered Heads Together in teaching reading narrative and the control class was taught by using small group discussion in teaching reading narrative.
Then, the writer stated the working hypothesis of the study, H1: Numbered Heads Together method is more effective to improve students’ ability in understanding narrative reading text. To test the hypothesis, the hypothesis was changed into null hypothesis (Ho). Ho: Numbered Heads Together method is not effective to improve students’ ability in understanding narrative reading text.
The experimental group developed better than the control group. The pre-test of both group is significant (3,157 > 2,00 ) and the post-test of both group is also significant (4,234 > 2,00 ). The result of mean difference test was measured by using t-test formula. The result of applying t-test reveals that the experimental students obtained better scores than the control group students since the obtained t-value (2.121) is higher than the t-table (2.00). It means that the null hypothesis was rejected, so there is significant difference in the mean scores between the experimental students and the control students. There is significant contribution of the use of numbered heads together method in teaching reading narrative. From the result of the experiment, the writer suggested that Numbered Heads Together is effective for the success of the narrative teaching.
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