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ABSTRACT

Ekawati, Dea Septianasari. 2010. Junior High School Students’ Content Words Mastery on Words Found in Let’s Express It in English for 8th Grade Students Published by Pemerintah Kota Semarang (A Case Study of IX Grade Students of MTs Al Asror Patemon Gunungpati in the Academic Year of 2009/2010). Semarang: English Department, Languages and Arts Faculty, State University of Semarang.

This final project is a qualitative study about the students’ mastery in mastering English content words. The purpose of this final project is to show the ninth grade students of MTs Al Asror mastering English content words. Besides, this study is also conducted to find out the words that they do not master and some factors that possibly influence the students why they do not master them.

The population of this research was 201. I took 20% out of the population or 40 students as the samples. These samples were chosen by using proportional random sampling. Then, they were given 60 test items. Their answers were used as the source of the data collection. The result of the answer was analyzed, computed, and interpreted.

After the data were computed and analyzed, it is found out that the average proportion of the correct answer is 67.29 which implies that the students’ average grade is only C (average achievement) in the mastery of English content words based on Curriculum 2004 criterion.  There are 27 words considered difficult based on the results of the data. They are train, have, think, help, find, work, finally, early, practice, happy, rubbish, father, buy, opinion, grow, run, snake, go, classroom, dialogue, restaurant, famous, speak, live, big, ask, and get.

Then, this study confirms the proposed assumption that there are some factors that influence the students’ content words mastery. They might be caused by the fact that the words are rarely used in exercises or tests; the students have low motivation in improving their English; and there is no English activity outside the learning activity in the classroom.

 Based on the result of the study, it is suggested that the English teachers at MTs Al Asror Patemon should use appropriate method in order to improve their students’ content word mastery and the students should practice their English vocabulary a lot. 
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